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Women win protection from 
'second rape’ in the witness box 


Rape victims who suffer 
the ordeal of cross- 
examination by their 
attackers are to be given 
new protection. Lord 
Irvine, the Lord 
Chancellor, has told ‘The 
Independent 1 . 

Donald Madntyre and 
Michael Streeter discuss his 
reaction to cases that 
M disgusted the country, 

■ • and which he describes 
as a continuation of rape 
in court. 


the questioning of the women 
themselves to prevent “exces- 
sive” cross-examination by their 
alleged attackers. Lord Irvine 
said yesterday. 

He admits that the public is 
“enormously concerned” at re- 
cent cases in which accused 
rapists have subjected women 
to long and taunting question- 
ing in the witness box. Alleged 
rapists who were representing 
themselves were being permit- 
ted, “as it seems to some mem- 
bers of the public to extend the 
rape by other means - the oth- 


The key to protecting rape vic- 
tims in the witness box is like- 
ly to be a more active role for 
judges. They could take over 


er means being cross examina- 
tion. It must be addressed 
urgently”. 

Earlier this month, a Crown 
Court judge called for a change 
in the law after he sentenced a 
rapist who “mercilessly" cross- 


examined two victims for sev- 
eral days. Ministers have al- 
ready announced a wide- 
ranging inter-departmental re- 
view to consider the issue. 
Now, Lord Irvine is promising 
brisk action. 

Considering possible solu- 
tions. the Lord Chancellor 
highlighted the role of the tri- 
al judge. He said: “You could, 
for example, contemplate the 
judge intervening and taking 
over the cross-examination 
himself if his attempts to restrict 
excessive cross-examine! ion by 
alleged rapists of their victims 
was simply not being obeyed.” 

“The judge is in control of 
his own court.” said Lord 
Irvine. But taking over cross-ex- 
amination would be an option 
“only after his reasonable ef- 


forts to restrict cross-examina- 
tion to what is relevant and nec- 
essary for a fair defence by the 
defendant has failed.” 

He warned (hough that 
there would be serious prob- 
lems in taking away any rights 
of a rape defendant to defend 
himself because of obligations 
under the European Conven- 
tion on Human Rights, which 
is shortly to be incorporated 
into British law. 

“It is a difficult question. We 
have clearly decided in gov- 
ernment were not going to 
shoot from the hip". 

At a recent case at Knights- 
bridge Crown Court in London, 
Judge Timothy Pontius jailed 
for 16 years a rapist who had 
“mercilessly" questioned his 
two victims in court. The judge 


made it clear be was not pun- 
ishing the rapist for the way he 
defended himself. 

But he added it was “ high- 
ly regrettable" that (he law al- 
lowed an unrepresented 
defendant “virtually an unfet- 
tered right to personally ques- 
tion his victims in needlessly 
extended and agonising detail 
for the obvious purpose of 
intimidation and humiliation.” 

One of the victims had to 
give evidence twice about the in- 
timate de tails of her ordeal af- 
ter the first jury was discharged 
following a healed dash with the 
judge over his behaviour and at- 
titude towards her. She later 
asked the judge: “Do I have to 
put up with this? I have never 
been so humiliated in my life.” 

In his interview, the Lord 


Chancellor also hinted that the 
Government may consider set- 
ting up a “hardship" or “hard 
cases” fund as part of its legal 
reforms, in which ministers 
plan to remove legal aid for all 
civil actions involving damages 
claims. The legal profession, 
which claims the reforms will 
reduce access to justice for the 
poor, will see this as a welcome 
sign of compromise, but still in- 
sists the plans are being rushed 
through without proper 
consideration. 


Too big for his boots? On 
page 19, Donald Madntyre 
speaks to Lord Irvine about 
a rumbustious and contro- 
versial few weeks for the 
man now described as “the 
second Cardinal Wolsey”. 


Disgusted Desert 
> Storm heroes to 
hand back medals 



British veterans of Operation 
Desert Storm are to make the 
ultimate gesture of their sense of 
betrayal at government inaction 
over Gulf War syndrome. Next 
month, dozens will go to the 
Ministry of Defence to hand back 
the medals they won serving 
Queen and country. 


* 


The}’ were intended as symbols of heroism. 
Silver-medals, bearing the airman’s eagle, 
the sailor's anchor and ihe soldier’s SA80 
rifle, were issued to those who returned 
home victorious from war in the desert. The 
sandy stripe on the ribbon was a reference 
to the difficult terrain in which the 51,000 
holders of the new Gulf "War medal had 
risked their lives. 


\ 1: :L! 


EXCLUSIVE 
BY IAN BURRELL 


But just as thousands of the returning 
troops have fallen ill or died since the war. 


the medals themselves have lost their 



— 

,1 lustre: the badges of pride have become ob- 
jects of loathing for many sick veterans. 

Next month, in the most dramatic dis- 
play of their anger since the end of the con- 
flict, serves of veterans will converge on the 
Ministr y of Defence in Whitehall to return 
their medals. The mass protest is believed 
to be unprecedented in the history of the 
armed forces and will underline the sense 
of abandonment felt by many of those who 
have become ill since serving in the war. 

Their sense of isolation has been en- 
hanced by their belief that the Government 
has abandoned Labour s pre-election 
promises that they would be fairly treat- 


ed. Richie Turnbull, a Chester-based Roy- 
al Air Force veteran, said: “The MoD have 
betrayed us. taken away our health and in 
some cases people's lives. They may as well 
also have the pride we had in our medals 
because we can't use them to pay our med- 
ical bills.- The ministers may have changed 
but the dvfl servants responsible for the lies 
and disinformation are still there." 

Since the idea of returning the medals 
was first mooted among veterans three days 
ago. 67 former Gulf troops have pledged 
to take part. Dozens more are expected to 
join the protest which is scheduled to co- 
incide with next month's seventh anniver- 
sary of the start of the air war in the Gulf. 

Members of both the Gulf Veterans As- 
sociation and the National Gulf Veterans and 
Families Association will be handing back 
medals. The families of at least two dead vet- 
erans are also participating in the protest. 

The veterans are demanding a full and 
independent inquiry into Gulf War illness 
and the way the MoD has handled the is- 
sue. They believe that an inquiry would im- 
prove their rights to war pensions and 
benefits and strengthen their legal claims 
for compensation. They say that 140 vet- 
erans have died since returning from the 
Gulf and up to 6,000 are now sick. Some 
1,900 have registered for treatment with the 
official Medical Assessment Programme. 

Sean Rusting, who wns a paramedic with 
the 4th battalion, the Parachute Regiment, 
felt an overwhelming sense of achievement 
when he first received his medal. “1 was 
very, very proud™ There are people walk- 
ing about today because I was able to gb e 
paramedical assistance to them." Mr 
Rusling, of HulL is now sick, and feels the 
Government has failed him. “Such is my 
distress and sadness at the way (he veter- 
ans have been treated that if it takes this 
gesture to mak e them sit up and think then 
we will throw the medals back at them." 

Tbny Flint, of London, who served as a 
medic with 205 General Hospital, said: 
“When I see my medal now I just feel anger 
because of the way we have been treated." 



Lost pride: Veteran Richie Turnbull with the medals he intends to return Photograph: David Rose 




TODAY’S NEWS 


Election fraud charge Jail for IRA plotters 

. . • «- i _i - md Thru IRA m»n wprt> iailed for a total of 6 


A warrant for the arrest of Mohammed Sarwar, LjbourMP 
for Govan. has b« n issued on charges of election fraud. The 
eharees relate to the alleged late registration of voters, at- 

SmarimrM oervert the course of justice and contraventions 
remote p , e Act connection with 

of die Representation of the reopie « /- laeoow 

election expenses. Mr Sarwar is due to appear at Glasgow 
Sheriff Court today. Page 3 


Sheffield wins sports HQ 

Sheffield was named yesterday as the 

new United *£££*£* 

urn of world and Olympic c P two 

of sports. The plan involves Sherds two ^ ^ 

hospital trusts and the city council. Pages 


Three IRA men were jailed for a total of 62 years at the 
Old Bailey for plotting to launch a devastating lorry bomb 
attack in London. Patrick Kelly. Brian McHugh and James 
Murphy were convicted of conspiring to cause explosions 
between January and September last year. Security forces 
believed if successful, the planned assault would have 
matched last years attack which destroyed Manchester 
city centre. The gang had access to many tons of 
explosives and was using a secure storage unit in north 
London as a bomb factory. Page 6 


San Marino Grand Prix at fmola. The prosecution had argued 
that the accident followed modifications to the steering 
column in che Brazilian’s Williams car. Motor racing 
officials, who had feared for the future of the sport in 
Italy if guilty verdicts had been returned, welcomed the 
judgment. Page 28 


Mandela on the attack 


Williams team cleared 


An Italian court yesterday cleared Frank Williams and five 
other defendants of the manslaughter of Ayrton Senna, the 
former world motor racing champion. The charges had been 
brought following Senna’s death in a crash during the 1994 


Nelson Mandela yesterday addressed his African National Con- 
gress for che last time as its president. But the speech was 
not so much a farewell as a line drawn under the rainbow 
nation rhetoric that has endeared him to South Africans of 
all races and to die world outside. 

He did not calk of racial harmony but instead mounted 
a concerted attack on white privilege. He also insisted 
that the "white-owned" media had been undermining 
the ANC revolution for too long, and it was time it 
transformed itself. Page 7 


INSIDE TODAY 


Give that 
woman 


undies 
(and get 
it right) 
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... and give that 


woman a cigar 
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Treat yourself to a 
Damien Hirst 
ashtray for £120 
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Front Page News: 
The play’s a hit 
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Just what you 
need for a 
Christmas break: 
Mediterranean 
sunshine. 



•^Fhere you are, feeling anything but 
r Christmassy. Rain lashing down. 
Wind howling. Snow forecast- Then 
a friend hands you a glass of wine 
that shimmers in the firelight like 
sun on the water at Sc Tropes. 
James Herrick Chard onnay may 
not sound Mediterranean bur as 
you raise the glass there's a rush 
of citrus and spice like che 
Mistral in your face. Then 
follows a flavour-tour of the 
South of France - 
wild thyme, 
vanilla, cloves, 


gooseberry, 

^ lemon, lime - 
' till you can 
feel die 
warmth on 
your back and 
die blue 
Mediterranean 
between your 
toes. Stay awhile. 


•V 


__C | " Have another glass. 


James Herrick 

CHARDONNAY 


THE PICK OF THE SOUTH OF FRANCE 


AVAILABLE COUNTRYWIDE FROM SUPERMARKETS. 
SPECIALIST CHAINS AND MAJOR INDEPENDENT WINE MERCHANTS 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


A nation gripped as the 
First Dog gets a name 


The president of the richest and most powerful nation in the world sched- 
uled an end-of-poljtical-term press conference yesterday to expatiate on 
such weighty matters as the expansion of Nato, the Asian financial crisis, 
the stand-off with Iraq, the scandals in his own Democratic Party, and the 
stale of the planet in general. But, tape-recorders aloft, lenses trained, 
cellphones at the ready, there was only one thing we really wanted to know 
- we reporters, that is, and upwards of 150 million Americans - the name 
of THAT DOG. 

For the past 10 days, ever since .the unconfirmed report that First Cat 
Socks was no longer to have sole prowling rights at the White-House, ihe 
American public has been transfixed and the media at action stations. Af- 
ter all, it is not eveiy day that the leader of the free world switches from 
a one-cat policy to a twin-track pet policy. 

Nor is the chosen beast just any dog. It is, note, not a common or gar- 
den labrador, but a “labrador-retriever cross”. And it is certainly nou as 
you or I might say, brown, but “chocolate-coloured". 

What is more, you had only to see the First Photo to realise that the 
President, never one to wear his heart elsewhere than on his sleeve, was 
besotted. He looked at it and held it melungly, just the way he occasion- 
ally looks at Hillary, always looks 



at Chelsea, and might look (dare 
one say) at a cherished girlfriend, 
or a teddy-bear. As the White 
House spokesman said of the first 
meeting; “Bonding occurred." 

Since then, the chase has been 
on to find The Name. Every news- 
paper, television channel and In- 
ternet website worth its audience 
solicited contributions - but they 
hardly had to. The names were 
rolling in already: from Shoes and 
Sax (to pair with Socks), to Her- 
shey. Nestle and other chocolate 
derivatives, to Reno (after the at- 
torney general criticised for ap- 
pearing over-loyal to her boss). 
Less kindly souls offered Im pooch. 
Scandal or - in reference to the Re- 
publican Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and Mr Clinton's 
one-time political sparring partner 
- Newt- 

Television talkshows opened with dog quips. Television presenters not 
known for their soft touch offered borne videos of their furiy friends and 
reports from the front-line of Wilkies to tutor the President in his new 
responsibilities. Thoroughly outflanked, the White House capitulated and 
invited suggestions from the nation. (You would have to be a political in- 
nocent to sniff at the 54 million votes represented by America's dog-own- 
ers. and Bill Clinton is hardly thaL) 

Still, though, the White House was in denial. As recently as Monday, 
the official spokesman insisted - O tempora, o mores!- that the President's 
new dog was not - repeat not - a media pipy: “He just wanted a dog". 
Pressed for the name, two White House spokesmen barked in chorus - 
“strictly not for attribution". 

Still the drama was not over. Dangling White House reporters on the 
end of the First Lead, Mr Clinton told them (after trying to divert their 
attention by announcing a senior appointment that could sour his rela- 
tions with Congress for months) that a name had been chosen at a fam- 
ily conference on Sunday. But no - well aware of how difficult it might 
be to attract a decent audience to an announcement about Nato in the 
last shopping week before Christmas - he would not announce it until Tues- 
day's press conference. 

And the name? The presidential dog is called “Buddy", a friendly all- 
American name that also happened to belong to the President’s recent- 
ly deceased uncle, who bred and trained dogs for more than 50 years. 
Inevitably, the topic for last night's talkshows was what the great Amer- 
ican public thought of the name. That’s democracy for you. 



POI ICING 

Not so tough on the causes of illness 
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Michael Parkinson: The talk show is like a successful dinner party* 


Photograph: BBC 


No gimmicks as plain-speaking Parky returns 


He has never said so directly, but Michael Parkinson 
has always believed he was the “best bloody interviewer 
in the world" and next month he returns to the small 
screen in his long-awaited comeback series. 

It has been 15 years since the silver-haired York- 
s hire roan hosted a chatshow. but the original formal 
remains unchanged. He has promised a return to 
proper conversation with none of the gimmicks and 
endless plugs that have characterised similar shows 
in recent years. 

“I have always believed the talk show is like a suc- 
cessful dinner party, where (he viewer pulls up a chair 
and looks over ray right shoulder at someone they 
always wanted to meet,” he said. 

Among the guests waiting to be grilled when the 
show re turns on 9 January are Sir Amhonv Hopkins, 
Barry Manilow and the comedian Paul Merton, whom 
Parkinson has said he rates as the funniest man alive. 
Elton John has also agreed to appear, as have Liam 
Neeson and Ewan McGregor. 

The BBC approached Parkinson. 62, more than 
a year ago, after a succession of high-profile talk shows 
on ail channels received a lukewarm reception. Parky 


regularly attracted 12 million viewers to his pro- 
gramme between 1971 and 1981 

“They always say so-and-so is going to be the next 
Parkinson, but how can they be when they don’t un- 
derstand what f understand about the talk show?” 

“For me the secret is being a good listener and 
I'm l>.K<king forward to the new series immensely." 

Parkinson, who started his career with the Barns- 
ley Chronicle. said there was no difference between 
a reporter and an interviewer. 

“It’s the same job really. A talkshow host is a re- 
porter. His job is to elicit answers and information 
from a guest. The only difference is the talk show 
host has to do it while tap dancing.” he said. 

His Routine before a show will also remain un- 
changed. No-alcohoi the day before and always writ- 
ing the name of his guest on a clipboard -just in case 
his mind goes blank. “I even wrote down Bing Cros- 
by’s name. It was a superstition ever since I couldn’t 
remember John Wayne’s name during a broadcast. 
I just kept thinking Duke. I knew it wasn’t Duke 
Ellington but I couldn't think which Duke it was.” 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 
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Water bills ‘should be higher* 
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Nearly seven out of 10 consumers are willing to pay higher water bills to 
guarantee environmental improvements and adequate supplies, a study 
claims today. They arc willing, on average, to stump up an extra £3.11 a 
month, according to the survey by NOP for the Environment Agency. Nine- 
ty-five per cent would rather see cash spent on “green” projects than have 
lower bills. 

The study of 2.500 bill-payers in England and Wes was carried out 
as part of the agency’s contribution to the forthcoming review of water 
company prices. It showed that 86 per cent of customers regard the qual- 
ity of water in rivers and seas as very important and that 96 per cent want 
to see money spent on ensuring a reliable water supply. 
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Soviet spy George Blake can’t College chief’s 
profit from book royalties apology to MPs 


TRAVEL 


Dreaming of a sunny Christmas 
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— Mary Dejevsky, Washington 
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Soviet spy George Blake has been 
thwarted in bis attempt to gain 
£90.000 in royalties from his book 
about his years with the Secret In- 
telligence Service. 

Three Court of Appeal judges, 
beaded by Lord Woolf, the Mas- 
ter of the Rolls, granted the At- 
torney General, John Morris, an 
injunction which bans publishers 
Jonathan Cape from sending any 
more money to Blake, who escaped 
from Wormwood Scrubs and fled 
to Moscow in 1966. 

Yesterday’s ruling overturns a 
judgment delivered in the High 
Court last April, when the Vice 
Chancellor, Sir Richard Scott, 
said that lifelong fidelity for spies 
and other security service members 
represented “an interference wirh 
rights of free expression”. Sir 
Richard also said that the Attor- 
ney General could do nothing, be- 
cause Blake was disclosing 
information which was no longer 
secret. 


But the appeal judges said that 
Blake should not profit from his 
misdeeds. They thought it shock- 
ing that Blake, who received 
£50.000 from his publishers even 
before putting pen to paper, 
should gel rich on his notorious 
reputation. 

Blake's book. No Other Choice, 
details alife of espionage vciy dif- 
ferent from the James Bond 
stereotype. Having worked as a 
double agent for the former Sovi- 
et Union between 1951 and I960, 
Blake was rumbled and sentenced 
to 42 years imprisonment in 
Britain. In 1966 he made a daring 
escape and fled via Berlin to 
Moscow, where he still fives. 

Blake, now 74, was held re- 
sponsible for the deaths of sever- 
al British agents. 

The Attorney General's lawyers 
suggested Lhat Jonathan Cape do- 
nate the remaining £100,000 in roy- 
alties to charin'. 

— Katherine Griffiths 


Roger Ward, head of the college 
employers’ organisation, was forced 
to offer a fulsome apology to MPs 
yesterday after admitting that he 
misled a Commons committee. 

Mr Ward's future as chief ex- 
ecutive of the Association of Col- 
leges was already in doubt. The 
association recently ordered an 
independent inquiry into allegations 
in the Tunes Education Supplement 
that he handed over a mailing list 
of colleges to a private health firm 
from which he received payments. 

Last night he told the Commons 
education sub-committee that he 
had been wrong when he told its 
members that there was a register 
of interests for senior AOC staff and 
that they would be able to see iL 

In fact, although the AOC's pre- 
decessor organisation, the Col- 
leges Employers' Forum, had a 
code of conduct for its hoard 
members the AOC did not move 
to set up its own code until Iasi 
month. 


More than one in three Britons would love to go abroad for Christmas 
but fewer than one in six have ever done so, says a survey published 
today. 

As many as 49 per cent of 18 to 24-year-olds would prefer a foreign 
Christmas, according to the survey from Barclays Travel Shop Direct. 

Londoners are most likely to travel abroad during the festive season 
and Scots the least likely. Most of those who fancy foreign climes at Christ- 
mas do so to get away from the British weather. 

The survey found that 37 per cent of people overall would like to go 
away for Christmas, but only 16 per cent had ever been on holiday dur- 
ing the festive season. 
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TOURIST RATES 





Australia (dollars) 

2.42 

Italy (lira) 

2,765 


Austria (schillings) 

19.74 

japan (yen) 

210.99 


Belgium (francs) 

58.08 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

■ - 

Canada ($} 

2.26 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.16 


Cyprus (pounds) 

0.82 

Norway (kroner) 

11.59 


Denmark (kroner) 

10.77 

Portugal (escudos) 

285.44 

' .. - 

France (francs) 

9.40 

Spain (pesetas) 

237.06 

^ — - ... 

Germany (marks) 

2.81 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.37 


Greece (drachmei) 

446.7 

Switzerland (francs) 

228 


Hong Kong ($) 

12.26 

Turkey (lira) 

316,100 


Ireland (punts) 

1.08 

USA ($) 

159 

“ 



Seuice Thomas Cook 
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TURN FRIENDS INTO CLOSE FRIENDS THIS CHRISTMAS, 



Rhra zoom 70 outfit. 
35-70IUU1 Zoom. 


Fully automatic. High 

quality aspbcrical 
Zoom kns. Sdf' timer. 

V manV aiitrarHfrifr 
Sash widi red eve 


reduction. 


C89J99 



70 W Outfit 
28 - 70 mm Zoom. 




Ulna wide-angle 
tdephero Ztxvn kns. 
Smooth 
shaped’ dcsiga 

Soli flash for natural 

looking portnaa. 


£169.99 



U5EX outfit 
38 -USrhb Zoom. 

Sc4t flash for natural 
portraits and dnar-up*. 
Skdc 'capsule' dcagn. 
HrDyrctractabk: 

Trxxn kns and flash. 

Aluminium caang. 


£199.99 



140EX outfit 
38440m Zoom. 

The world’s saafesc 


ns 


class, five ‘modes’ to 
march yoursubjptt 

Styfish a himini um - 


remote control 

£249.99 
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Labour MP charged with electoral fraud 


A Labour MP will appear in court 
in Glasgow today charged with 
electoral fraud, it was confirmed 
last night. The action against 
Mohammed Sarwar, MP for 
Glasgow Govan, is bound to cause 
embarrassment to the 
Government. Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, looks at the latest 
twist In a saga which has run for 
seven months. 


A warrant for the arrest of Mr Sarwar, a 
millionaire businessman, was issued last 
night by the Crown Office in Edinburgh. 
He will appear voluntarily at the Sheriff’s 
court today on charges relating to the al- 
leged late registration of voters, attempt- 
ing to pervert the course of justice and 
contravention of the Representation of the 
People Act in connection with election 
expenses. 

Since tb'e allegations were first made 
against him, just after his election in May, 
Mr Sarwar's case has been the subject of 
an internal Labour Party inquiry. 

Mr Sarwar's constituency party in Glas- 


gow Govan was suspended for three 
months, and his case was referred to Sir 
Gordon Downey, the Parliamentary Com- 
missioner for Standards. 

The police inquiry has been going on 
since May, and Mr Sarwar was interviewed 
earlier this month in connection with the 
investigation. 

A newspaper alleged that Mr Sarwar had 
paid £5,000 to an election rival. Badar Is- 
lam, to “ease off" his campaign. 

The Strathclyde Fraud Squad added the 
bribery claim to an ongoing investigation 
into late applications to the Govan electoral 
roll and allegations of malpractice by Mr 


Sarwar's supporters. Mr Sarwar has said 
the money he paid to Mr Islam was a loan, 
made to a fellow member of the Asian com- 
munity who was in distress, and has de- 
scribed the claims made against him as 
“baseless, false and ludicrous”. 

Mr Sarwar, who made his money 
through a cash-and-carry business, be- 
came Britain’s first Muslim MP when be 
was elected on 1 May. 

The Labour Party would not relish the 
prospect of the by-election which It would 
have to fight if the MP is forced to give up 
his seat. And conviction would lead to him 
being barred from sitting as an MP. 


Although Mr Islam polled only 319 votes 
as an independent Labour candidate, the 
Scottish National Party polled 11,300 to Mr 
Sarwar’s 14,200, reducing Labour’s 1992 
majority of 5,600 to 2,900. 

If a by-election were to be held, the SNP 
wfll have high hopes of winning, particu- 
larly as the Labour party in Glasgow Go- 
van has been deeply troubled in recent 
times. 

Mr Sarwar won a bitter selection bat- 
tle against the former Labour MP Mike 
Watson, although they were said to have 
buried tbeir differences during the election 
campaign. 


IN TOMORROW'S 
INDEPENDENT 


We don’t 
like the 
French - 
but love 
their food, 
fashion and 
creativity 

We have no idea who their Prime 
Minister is and we certainly do not 
want to live in Paris. But Louise Jury 
discovers that the traditional 
British enmity to the French is 
not what it was. 


The paradox of Anglo-French relations is 
laid bare in a survey carried out exclusively 
for The Independent and for Le Monde news- 
paper in France. 

Despite centuries of antagonism be- 
tween the “frogs” and the “rosbift”. half the 
French actually like Britain. They, loo, have 
no desire to swap countries - even more 
French said they did not want to live in Lon- 
don than British people in Paris. But they 
like us for our afternoon tea. our pubs and 
the monarchy. 

We admire their fashion and fine cook- 
ing. according to the survey conducted by 
Harris. In fact, more than a third of us ac- 
tually like France, although a fifth registered 
dislike. 

“I do think that the Channel Tunnel and 
increasing travel have softened attitudes on 
both sides," said Gillian Shephard, the for- 
mer education secretary and a committed 
francophile. 

There are pockets of ignorance. More 
than 80 per cent of French respondents had 
a good opinion of Tony Blair and only 11 
per cent had no opinion of him or had nev- 
er heard of him. But in Britain, S2 per cent 
of people questioned said they had never 
heard of the French prime minister. Lionel 
Jospin, or had no opinion of the man. 

Yet we have clear attitudes about the 
French people in general. We like them for 
their culture most of all. and their creativity 
and hospitality, although we do not rate 
their sense of humour and we consider Lbem 
arrogant and cold. 

They like our customs, our economic 
prosperity and our history, including our 
parliamentary democracy and the way we 
fought Nazi Germany and helped them dur- 
ing the Second World War. Unfortunately, 
no one thought to ask them what they 
thought of the British character. 

Raymond Gubbay. the concert promoter 
who lives pan of the year in his apartment 




Borrowed culture: British flock to Les Misirobles and to hypermarkets, while enjoying caffe life, Chanel perfume and the sporting chic of Brie Cantona 


Zoe Ball: 
Howl 
survived 
convent 

EDUCATION+ 

The street of I 
stars (well, 
Phil Cornwell 
and John 
Sessions) 

THE EYE 

Vanity, 
plastic 
surgery and 
the office 
party 
THE EYE 


VIEWS ACROSS THE CHANNEL 

“1 

Wbal French think is best of British 


What British find makes France famous 

Traditions: teatime. monarcbv. pubs 

46 

French skills: cookinc. fashion, scents 

70 

Economic prosperin’ 

32 

Culture: literature, painting, films 

47 

History: Birth of democracy. Empire 

31 

History French Revolution, The 


Culture: fashion, music, art, film 

27 

Resistance 

36 

Good taste/refincment 

19 

Technology: hich speed trains 

16 

Technology, telecoms, aircraft 

10 

Political power economv. nuclear power S 

None of the above 

3 

None of the above 

5 

Don’t know 

3 

Don't know 

9 


on Paris’s Left Bank, said he was not sur- 
prised the French were warmer towards us 
than the other way round. 

“We’re so insular over here. They’re so 
much more international and European in 
their approach. There's no real customs con- 
trol over there and when you come into Wa- 
terloo it’s like Fort Knox. It seems to 
epitomise the Little Englander approach. ~ 
he said. 

Bv contrast, the French were buzzing with 
excitement about us. reported Labour MP 
Denis MacShane. who used to live in 
France and wrote a biography of Mitterrand. 

“There is a fascination with what the new 


government is doing and what makes the 
Prime Minister tick.” he said. "They par- 
ticularly admire the fact that Blair speaks 
French and they haven't heard that from a 
British prime minister for half a century." 

The British arc prepared to learn. More 
than half of those questioned thought it would 
be possible to follow the French example and 
cut the number of working hours to 35 a week. 

• In Britain, the Harris Research Centre in- 
lenitivcd a representative sample of °34 adults 
between 3 and 7 December. In France. 
SOFRES interviewed a representative sam- 
ple of LOCH ) adults or. 2S and 20 November 


Stature and gravitas in crowded Court 60 


ARMANI 



Tuesday, 16 December 
London 

Sam: After a hearty breakfast of 
muesli and yogurt. I gftd my 
loins for the second day of my 
High Court action against the 
London Evening Standard. Max 
Hastings, the editorof that ap- 
palling comic, will live to regret 
tbe day that he decided to run 
a weekly spoof of my celebrated 
Diaries under the byline of that 
snivellin g so-called journalist. 
Peter Bradshaw. As a literary 
figure of the highest repute. I 
cannot countenance the risk 
that readers may be duped into 
betievug me to be the author 
of tft&Iow-grade trash. 

On the way into court. 1 take a 
call an the mobile from my old 
fr iend. Jonathan Aitken. “J ust 
to .remind you, Al.“ he bawls 
down Outline, “that all >\ui need 
to cut out the cancer of bent and 
twisted joornalisrn Ls the simple 
sword of truth and die trusty 
shkldof fair pUy.” Much good 
ft ever did him . 

I(L55am: Court starts, and I 
have tosh and watch someone 
called Patricia Powers. w ho 
dams ©-be a reader of the 
Evening Standard and one of my 

constituen ts. A tape i> 

a letter that she dictated over 


Alan Clark’s 
Secret Court 
Diary 


...as imagined by the Evening Standard's 
Peter Bradshaw who is, in turn, parodied 
by our own Kathy Marks 


the telephone to the Standard. 
in which she said that “my" 
columns had confirmed her 
suspicion that I really am “a 
naslv piece of work". 

Mrs Powers tells the court that 
she does not want me as her MP 

because of my failure to uphold 
family values. She would pre- 
fer someone. she says, with 14 
children and a dog. Does she 
not realise that I am the proud 
owner of three purc-bred 
Rotweilers. Leoi. Eva and 
Hannah'.? 

/ 1.20am: My colleague Angela 

Browning sweeps in. looking ra- 
diant. Her check jacket- of a 
ivpe favoured by our dear de- 
parted Leader, only serves to 

enhance her womanly curves. 1 


struggle manfully to keep my 
composure. The fragrant .An- 
gela giggles most charmingly as 
she admits that she has never 
heard of Ruud GulliL I detect 
a definite frisson when our 
eyes meet across the court- 
room. 1 know that beneath that 
matronly exterior beats a pas- 
sionate heart. 

1140pm: My hour is ru'eh. and 
Court 60 grows more crowded 
by the minute. Half a dozen 
lovely voung women are draped 
against ihe back wall. News of 
mv impending appearance 
must have spread far and wide. 
Finally, my name is called and 
l stride confidently to the wit- 
ness box. But no sooner have 1 
iaken the oath in ringing tones 


than the case is adjourned for 
lunch. 

105pm: ! lake ihe stand once 
again and assume an air of lofty 
gravitas. Geoffrey Hobbs, my 
QC. outlines my Mature as a his- 
torian. to ihe accompaniment of 
some inexplicable sniggering 
at the back of the room. The 
odious Peter Prescott, counsel 
for the Standani. tells me that 
the only reason I have brought 
this case is because Bradshaw's 
columns are an insult to my 
“colossal vanity". 1 parry his 
questions with haughty disdain. 
There are gratifying gales of 
laughter from the public gallery. 
Prescott suggests that 1 am an 
arrogant man. 1 smile at him 
pityingly. Arrogant, moi? 

3pm: Hastings, who lumbered 
in late, has now dozed off at the 
back of the court. The man is 
quite beyond belief. Prescott 
asks me if 1 am obsessed w ith 
my personal appearance. 
Wouldn't he be. if he had my 
physique at the age of 69V It's 
not tm fault if women insist on 
throwing themselves at my feet. 
4.30pm: Having reduced 
Prescott l*i mincemeat. 1 leave 
the box. Tomorrow, with a bit 
nf luck, ihe case will finish, 
leading me tree to return to 
more agreeable pursuits. 
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Upgrade 
your family 
in time for 


Christmas. 



Its a gift! A bigger and better home 
PC than you thought possible for 
the money Not only does this massively 
powerful Dimension™ XPS D233 come 
with a load of great multimedia features 
that you and all the family will enjoy 
bur were also giving away an extra 
special present - a choice of FREE EXTRA 
32MB OF MEMORY OR A SUPERFAST 
56 kb/s MODEM. Call Dell now to take 
advantage of this seasonal offer! And 
all the family will thank you for it. 


DELL DIMENSION XPS D233MT 

• INTEL PEKHlir II PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

• INTEL 440LXAGPSET 

• 32MB SDRAM (EXTRA 32MB OR 
56kb/s MODEM FOR FREE) 

•51 2KB INTERNAL ttCHE 

• 4.3GB ATA-33 HARD DRIVE 

• STB VELOCITY nVidia AGP GRAPHICS CARD 
WITH 4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• 17' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 

(0.28 00T PITCH, 15.9* VIEWABLE AREA) 

• 3 PCI, T ISA, T PO/ISA SHARED AND 
1 AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32X CD-ROM DRIVE 
•AWE M SOUND CARD AND AUK 

IANSINGAC5W SPEAKERS 
•MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 

• MICROSOFT’ OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSIHBS EDITION 



pejrtiurrrJl 


£1,299(£1 ,56 1 .58 ss ) 


UPGRADE OPTIONS 


ZIP DRIVE + 3 CARTRIDGES 
UPGRADE TO AC5290 SPEAKERS 
HP DESKJET PRINTS 
UPGRADE SOM 43GB 


£89 (£104.57 INC VAT) 
£50 (£58.75 INC WffJ 
£169 (£19L57 INC VAT) 


HARD DRIVE TO 6.4GB 
CONSUMER SOFTWARE PACK 


£45 (£52.67 INC VAT) 
£49 (£5757 INCV/ffl 



D0LL 


M jndSifOrflojo mt mpwwlrjinnirtejnd IWjn«i « j sJ M Cmjjrr Iji^nraio'T ImH fcn* fcp 
did Ftaun at i lgmn rd mmrlr m Wn j hairwi d I/—H THPKKun HmuK jnd ktalton or wnml 
■udmurte an CBUt 9.' * J t> *r Mjbjx-i [fcpcjner. i> i »*dmnA «f im ionani DM-t* a 

£10 in5,'9mdV»TI hrvo . r. jrMSr -tornl >c ,uhr. fj dn»h jraUft « rrivni Pnmtatifl al 

fufajur Tht uUuuv r 4iluJ cfsfbT nv» laid rty ijtPltjiwi. n im jj^rl Pnu, rrfn rnps^oaoi 

drungfitnigflh Thtnrtlncrf irflM'l-' Cta'Uim «* UWfll (otlf 1J pmj Upntn 

-W WTOhamns m vUbrrei n duy prvr my or «*cj«n PMtr uppM »*» Wndswt 9S M nootr mf 
^hurdndoM Wvw irirmtf uk at uokrt on CD «i iHptntw (mu Im OmmcnPti M 

4 inkiiirllMX V.rJC'B fiiailwl’ Hr. t<rc Rlit. ( 9 D i]UHM>'ttltlorilmr> 4 |i n '°'Coi<>. 


4/NEWS 


- + 








/ 




Mother takes on police after son’s 





When Ricky Reel went missing 
for the first time in his life, his 
another, Sukhdev, knew imme- 
diately that something was 
•eriously wrong. 

From the next morning she be- 
gan walking the streets of 
fCingsion-upon-Thames daily, 
from 8am to 3am, scouring dis- 
used buildings, handing out 
rosters, talking to shopkeepers, 
KSprtal staff and school teachers. 

The police, she says, were un- 
to Deemed. They told her that her 
{20-year-old was old enough to 
phoose not to come home after 
|a night out with friends. 

As a mother she knew differ- 
ent. Ricky, a second-year com- 
puter science student at Brunei 
University, carried a mobi/e tele- 
phone and always called her if he 
^as going to be late. And what 
worried her most as she con tin - 
jued her increasingly frantic 
search was the news from two of 
{Ricky’s friends that he had been 
pugfat up in racial violence im- 
pnediatdy before he disappeared 
Ricky and his three Asian 
{friends bad been standing in the 
street near Kingston bridge de- 
bating whether to end a night out 
lat the nearby Options nightclub 
pa October 14. Ricky protested 
pat he wanted to go home be- 
cause he wished to attend a com- 
puter conference the next day. 

As they tarried, they were ap- 
proach ed by two white youths, 
facially abused and assaulted. 
The friends scattered for safety 
land when they later regrouped 


The Police Complaints 
Authority yesterday 
announced an 
investigation into how the 
Metropolitan Police 
reacted to the death of 
Asian student Ricky Reel. 
His family told Ian Burrell 
that the case has 
similarities with the police 
response to the murder of 
black teenager Stephen 
Lawrence. 
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Sukhdev Reel, holding a photograph of her son, Ricky. She suspects he was murdered in a racist attack 


photograph: Andrew Bowman 


they were without Ricky, who 
was never seen again. 

After a week of searching, 
the missing boy’s family con- 
cluded that they had looked 
everywhere in Kingston, apart 
from in the river itself. Police 
divers went in on 21 October 
and found the body within 
seven minutes. 

Mrs Reel said yesterday that 
her son was a strong swimmer 
but would noL normally go 
near to open water because of 
a phobia. “1 feel that somebody 
killed my son," she said. 

“When the police first as- 
sumed that be was missing they 


totally disregarded the possi- 
bility of a racial attack." 

The Police Complaints Au- 
thority said yesterday that, fol- 
lowing an official complaint, the 
Met's handling of the inquiry is 
to be the subject of an inde- 
pendent investigation by Surrey 
Police. 

The Met fiercely rejects the 
criticism. It claims that officers 
reacted promptly when Mrs 
Reel first registered her son 
missing at 8.25 the next morn- 
ing. An officer visited her at 
home in West Drayton, Mid- 
dlesex, that morning. Kingston 
police were alerted and in- 


quiries carried out at local hos- 
pitals. Searches were made in 
the area close to where Ricky 
and his friends had parked 
their car. During the next two 
days, a police boat was used in 
further searches and doormen 
at Opdons were shown pictures 
of the missing youth. 

A Met spokesman said that 
Ricky's firieads had made state- 
ments that the two white youths 
had left the fight to run for a 
night bus. The bus driver was 
contacted but had no recollec- 
tion of any confrontation. Eight 
weeks on. the white youths 
have not been identified. 


When Ricky’s body was 
found, a post mortem exami- 
nation was carried out, con- 
cluding that he had drowned. 
There were no bruises on his 
body. 

The spokesman said: “We 
are not ruling out that he was 
pushed but we do not have any 
evidence to suggest that. We 
don't have any evidence to 
suggest that there were any sus- 
picious circumstances which 
led to his death.” 

A coroner's inquest is due to 
be heard, but Ricky's family said 
that they have been told hypo- 
lice that he may have died 


while relieving himself. Al- 
though his fly was undone, his 

mother does not accept this and 

has set up a campaign. Justice 
for Ricky Reel. 

Her case has been raised by 
John McDonnell, the Labour 
MP for Hayes and Hadington, 
and by Louise Christian, a 
lawyer known for supporting 
anti-racist causes. Ms Christian 
said: “It is just awful that this 
could happen after Stephen 
Lawrence has died. It shows that 
the Met has not [earned any- 
thing at alL If it had been the son 
of a rich, white person every stop 
would have been pulled out” 


Radar hunt for meteorite 


Bank staff action escalates 


Danish aircrews are planning to search for the 
meteorite which fell last week on the southern 
tip of Greenland by using ground-penetrating 
radar. New estimates suggest that the meteorite, 
which streaked across the dawn sky on 9 De- 
cember, could weigh 50 tonnes or more. 

The search area has been narrowed down to 
roughly 2,000 square kilometres, but the impact 
crater left by the meteorite would only be about 
25 metres across. 

Scientists are encouraged though that the ob- 
ject probably did not melt through the ice, which 
would have hidden it. “A stone like that will be 
heated at its surface but not very hot once it 
reaches the ground,” said said Torben Risbo, of 


the University of Copenhagen. “It would just 
come to rest, and perhaps splinter. There’s a 
whole spectrum of possibilities." 

However, it is unlikely that Greenland will 
be deluged with meteorite hunters just yet - al- 
though on the black market they can command 
roughly the same price as silver, or £4 per ounce. 
• A meteorite may have triggered a fire that 
lolled four small children in central Colombia, 
according to reports there. Witnesses said that 
“fireballs'’ had rained down from the sky, short- 
ly before the children, ail under six. were caught 
in the blaze in a ramshackle house in the im- 
poverished Huila province. 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor 


Workers at three more banks are expected to join 
:i wave of -Christmas Eve strikes over pay and 
opening hours which already involve employees 
at Barclays and Midland. 

Union members at Clydesdale and Yorkshire 
banks are protesting i tver performance pay deals 
which the union claims will give many staff be- 
low- in flat inn rises. Royal Bank of Scotland work- 
ers in England and Wales are in dispute over a 
decision to make all-dav opening on Chrislmas 
Eve normal working from W. A stoppage is 
planned in Scotland to preserve the traditional 
2 January bank holiday. Management at Clydes- 
dale, Yorkshire and Royal Bank of Scotland ar- 
gued that the votes in favour of action in each case 


did not constitute a majority of their employees. 

Meanwhile, leaders of 1.5 million load gov- 
ernment workers yesterday issued a challenge 
to government policy by submitting a claim for 
a 5 per cent pay increase or £500 whichever is 
greater. Union negotiators representing the coun- 
tiVs largest bargainirig group are aware that min- 
isters have planned fora minimal increase in the 
£12_5bn wage bill and that management wfli in- 
sist that any rise will have to be funded by im- 
provements in productivity. Keith Sonnet, head 
of local government at Unison, the public sec- 
tor union, argued that quality council services 
could only be delivered by a well paid workforce. 

— Barrie dement. Labour Editor 


Couple jailed 
for fatal child 
cruelty 


A couple who escaped fating 
murder charges, due to a legal 
loophole, over the death of the 
woman’s lS-monih-old daugh- 
ter were jaded yesterday. 

John Sherrington, 33. was 
jailed for seven years and 
Lavinia Adams, 32. was given 
Gve years when they appeared 
at the Old Bailey in London for 
sentence on cruelty charges. The 
maximum sentence for cruelty 
is 10 years. The court had beard 
that one of them must have 
been responsible for the death 
of Sarah Adams but it was not 
possible to prove which one. 

The pair hailed their trial last 
month on Lhe second day and 
pleaded guilty to cruelty changes. 
This followed a tape-recording 
of the child's screams and sobs 
being played to the jury. The at- 
tack was taped by Sherrington as 
he held her in a judo leglock. 

Judge Richard Hawkins QC 
said: “It is quite uncertain 
whose act or acts caused Sarah's 
death." But he added: “It is 
clear from the evidence that 
whilst in your joint care Sarah 
was repeatedly injured." 

He said the pair went shop- 
ping while the child lay dying of 
brain injuries. Sarah was cov- 
ered in bite marks and bruising, 
but the fatal injury was a skuli 
fracture. 

Sherrington, a hank mes- 
senger from Sutton. Surrey, had 
denied six charges of cruelty. 
Adams, of the same address, de- 
nied four similar charges. Sher- 
rington later admitted three 
cruelty charges. Adams^aid to 
be suffering from mild mental 
retardation, also admitted three 
charges of cruelty. 



Judges end 

McAliskey 

stalemate 


Up anchor: Betty Booth royd, Speaker of the House of 
Commons, wishing luck to Tracy Edwards MBE, skipper 
of the British-led all-female crew which aims to break the 
record for sailing non-stop around the world in a bid for 
the Jules Verne trophy Photograph: Rui Xavier 


DAILY POEM 


Tree 

by Anne Rouse 


The lights picker in the depths of the fir tree, 
signifying an idea of heaven: 
from branch to branch flinging nut necklaces: 
neural, gidd\‘. ecstatic. 


Only a day ago quietly nurturing the forest, 
felled, and home off in ropes 
to preside as the bedecked guardian of this house, 
the tree accepts our tokens . 


ay if we could condense our intricate, fretted relations, 
the silences, the out dated news, 
into these darling skeins: on, then on. 
all night they flicker. 


Thus poem comes from Anne Rouse's second collection. 
Timing ( Bid Riaxc. £6.95 J. Brought up in Virginia. Anne 
Rouse now lives in London, when; she trained as a psy- 
chiatric nurse, became a NUPE steward, and still works 
in the men ml health field. 


The High Court yesterday over- 
turned a magistrates refusal in 
make an extradition order 
against the IRA suspect Rnisin 
McAliskey because she Is [■*■ ill 
to attend court in person. 

Lord Bingham, the Lord 
Chief Justice, sitting with Mr 
Justice Hooper and Mr Justicc 
Jowitt, ruled that Nicholas 
Evans, the Bow Street magis- 
trate, did have power to order 
her committal to await a deci- 
sion of the Home Secretary for 
her removal to Germany. 

Ms McAliskey, 25, who is 
wanted in connection with a 
mortar-bomb attack on a British 
Army barracks in Osnahruck in 
summer 1996, Is suffering from 
post-natal depression and is in 
a secure mother-and-baby unit 
at a London hospital. 

Yesterday's ruling ends an 
awkward stalemate. Both Ms 
McAliskey 's legal team and 
lawyers representing the Ger- 
man government jointly chal- 
lenged the magistrate's refusal 
to make the order on the 
grounds that he lacked juris- 
diction to do so in her absence. 

Supporters i )f Ms McAliskev, 
daughter of the former nation- 
allvi MP Bernadette McAliskey. 
sav she is innocent and want lhe 
magistrate to make the com- 
mittal order, which will then 
enable them to bring » High 
C ourt challenge to her extradi- 
iran and in seek a writ habeas 
corpus freeing her from custody. 

Her solicitor. Gareth Peirce, 
welcomed the court's decision 

saying; “It will help us with our 

application for habt-as corpus. 
Roisin Is still very, very ill « n hos- 
pturt, ‘ 
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A Present for Yourself 


WIN the new Swatch Dea Telephone 
and a luxury break at 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 



Start the New Year refreshed 
and invigorated by indulging 
yourself with theJdg^l present 
for your home and yourself. At 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 
there is a wide range of 
treatments such as manicures, 
facials and reflexology - die ideal 
way to overcome the indulgence 
and stress of Christmas. 
Package is worth £1.400. 


To enter this competition 
simply dial the number below, 
answer the following question 

cm line and leave your name and 

full address: 


This 


Q:What is the name of the 
new Swatch Telephone? 


We are ^ offering the ^ 
digital cordless phone from 


Call 0930 525227 


SwKch . The Decc. The 
telephone is aWe make ^ 


calls up to 50 metres 
fowl the has, uation indoor, or 


lnn ,M «war5 or 

300 metres if you are outside. 


frw further Information; 

Henlow Grange: 01462 811111 
(gift vouchers avafabfej 

Svwrtch.0800 192192 


Crysa ' clear Six 1^,^ 
“n operate from a sin g, e ^ 

Starinn 6 usae 


SCKi ° n - ** can also reach 

someone else in the house with 
optional feature of free 
»|Wma[ ca" s which can be made 

when another external call 

15 fondle samehne. 







T 


F 


•V 


.>*;■ r.r ■■■■■V ‘ 

• I, ‘A •“ ' - _ 
• * - 


* ..'-\V 


4."" •» -• 

... N ' 




Vw 

Vatist* 

I 

.vt 

r. .TO * 

~f -TOO* 
■; -,-i i H$. 

* : '«i 

, j f-i 

; -irv*w* 

;n 


4 


a Vt 

IF- 4B 4jj 
. •• -*» *#! 

■ 

4»*i 

SW 

* 

-.fr'tm 


m&MM 

tfHMifc 


loubts ovei 
3uid transf 


“**• rc.y i 'vj r 

' 


xr. - ■ v-r 

r: r r 


: ■«: 




i 

I 


P 


H**rt 




a* 

•‘I*.- -Sfl 




* 


*Hs 


accuse 


• • 




-*«L; i 


•x* i 


l. . 




* ' : ** I 


I 



u* 





i 



escalates 


* 

i 





-.-Uial . _ 


5/HEALTH NEWS 



THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 17 DECEMBER 1Q97 

5 


i 


Smokers go on TV to tell us why they are dying 


It took three heart 
attacks at the age of 31 
to persuade Sylvester 
Khokhar to stop 
smoking. Now he is to 
tel! a nationwide 
television audience how 
his world fell apart. 
Jeremy Laurence, Health 
Editor, reports on a new 
style of anti-smoking 
campaign. 


“No one wants me any more. I 
have gor my whole life in front 
of me and employers don’t 
want to know me. When I go for 
a job interview they say fine but 
when they look at my medical 
record they say ‘no thank you’." 

After 18 months without 
work since his illness struck, 
Sylvester Khokhar' s future is 
bleak. The heart attacks that 
nearly took his life have taken 
his livelihood and his hopes. 
Married with three children he 
is now dependent on his wife. 
Gloria, 34. 

Mr Khokhar, a former fac- 
tory worker, has given up smok- 
ing, changed his diet and started 
walking instead of using the car. 
But it is too Jate to save his ca- 
reer. “I have learnt my lesson 
in a very hard way. f don’t want 
to see others get hurt in the way 
I did. I'm lucky to be alive - 1 
had three heart attacks in three 
days. 1 tell my three kids if they 
smoke they may pay with their 
lives." 

Mr Khokhar's bitter experi- 
ence is featured in a new £2J>m 
television advertising campaign 
to run for three months from 
Boring Day. 

Designed to shock, it shows 
real life stories of smokers who 
have suffered serious illness as 
a result of their habit. Tracey, 
3b. has lung cancer which has 
spread to her brain and glands. 
David, 50, has emphysema, the 
lung condition that restricts 
breathing. 

Research published by the 
Health Education Authority, 
which commissioned the ad- 
vertisements, shows that al- 
most two out of three school 
pupils who smoke regularly 


think they are no more likely to 
get lung cancer compared with 
others of their own age. 

Mr Khokhar said: “When 
you are youog you don't think 
far. Young people are sitting 
ducks for cigarette advertisers 
and drug pushers. I want to 
wake them up and bring them 
to their senses. I hope anyone 
who sees these ads will think 
twice before taking a puff." 

A survey by the Office for 
National Statistics published 
yesterday shows that young 
teenagers think many more 
adults and children smoke than 
actually do. More than a quar- 
ter thought that all or most peo~ 
pie of their own age smoked 
although the actual proportion 
is one in eight. 

Non-smokers are under so- 
cial pressure to smoke. The sur- 
vey found more than a third had 
been offered a cigarette in the 
last six months. Smokers tend 
to keep their habit secret. Six 
out often thought their parents 
did not know they smoked. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Health Education Authority 
said: “The people in our new 
television ads are graphic ex- 
amples of the pain and suffer- 
ing caused by smoking. They are 
still young and they face serious 
illness and possibly death be- 
cause they smoked." 

• The Government was caused 
further embarrassment over its 
decision to exempt Formula 
One motor racing for 10 years 
from its proposed ban on to- 
bacco sponsorship after findings Sylvester Khokhar: *1 have learnt my lesson in a very hard way ... I tell my kids if they smoke they may pay with their fives’ Photograph: Tom Pilston 

from the Office for National 
Statistics survey showed it was 
the sport most firmly linked in 
young people's minds with 
smoking. 

More than one in three 
teenagers connected cigarette 
sponsorship with motor racing 
compared with one in four who 
linked it with snooker, one in six 
with cricket and one in seven 
with rugby. However, more 
than one in four also connect- 
ed it with football, which does 
not employ tobacco sponsor- 
ship. Almost all young 
teenagers said they had seen cig- 
arette advertising in the last six 
months, most on billboards and 
in magazines. 


WHY FATHERS' CIGARETTES MAY BE CAUSING CHILDHOOD CANCER 


One in seven childhood can- 
cers may be due to the father 
smoking cigarettes before the 
baby is conceived. New re- 
search links 14 per cent of 
cancers among children aged 
under 16. including leukaemia 
and bone cancers, to paternal 
smoking and suggests that 
smoking by the mother is not 
responsible. 

According to a report in 
the British Journal of Cancer 


sperm may be damaged by the 
father smoking, resulting in ge- 
netic mutations being passed 
on. 

The team chat carried out 
the research looked at the 
smoking habits of the parents 
of 2387 children who died of 
cancer and compared then to 
a similar size control group. 

“Maternal daily consumption 
of cigarettes and paternal use 
of pipes or cigars were unim- 


portant, but there was a sta- 
tistically significant trend be- 
tween paternal consumption 
of cigarettes and the risk of 
childhood cancer. About K 
per cent of childhood cancers 
in this series could be attribut- 
able to paternal smoking." says 
the report. 

It adds: "The smoking of 
cigarettes by mothers can, 
with some confidence, be ex- 
cluded as an important risk ’ 


factor for die generality of 
childhood cancer." 

It is the toxic elements of 
the inhaled dgarette smoke 
which are suspected of causing 
the damage: “Cigarette 
smoke contains a high concen- 
tration of oxidants ... If 
unchecked, oxidants can cause 
considerable damage to DNA 
and these reactive mutagens 
have been shown to be in- 
volved in a variety of physio- 


logfcal processes, including 
cancer." 

At what stage the sperm 
may be damaged is not known. 
The complete spermatogenesis 
process takes 74 days and at 
any time during that period it 
could be mutated, but earlier 
smoking might also be impli- 
cated. 

One of the authors. Dr 
Tom So rah an of the Institute 
of Occupational Health at 


Birmingham University said 
yesterday: 'The theory based 
on the latest research is that 
the DNA is damaged by the 
smoke. We know that smok- 
ing can cause cancer in many 
parts of the body and the 
toxic chemicals in the smoke 
are circulating throughout the 
body. Latest work shows that 
it is getting to the sperm and 
damaging it." 

— Roger Dobson 



Doubts over value of bypass surgery 
could transform coronary care 



Coronary bypass surgery 
- the commonest 
operation for heart 
disease - does not 
extend life, according to 
a study. Jeremy Laurence 
asks whether the 
surgical success story of 
the 1970s and 1980s is set 
to decline. 

Long-term results of coronary 
bypass surgery are “disap- 
po/nting" and the operation 
may have been overused, an ex- 
pert in heart problems said 
yesterday. 

Dr John Irving, consultant 
cardiologist at St John’s Hos- 
pital in Livingston, West Loth- 
ian. said patients and relatives 
tended to believe that the op- 
eration would prolong life when 
it was unlikely to do so. Patients 
treated with drugs alone sur- 
vived longer although severe 
symptoms, such as angina ( chest 
pain), were better treated with 
surgerv. 

A study of 102 of Dr Irving s 
pati ents who were operated on 
in the mid-19S0s by eight dif- 


ferent surgeons and fallowed for 
10 years, published in the jour- 
nal Heart, found a third had 
died, half of them aged between 
40 and 59. Among those who 
survived, 40 per cent either 
had angina recur or underwent 
another operation. 

Dr Irving said: “I do think 


the operation has been 
overused. It is also expensive at 
£J 1.000 a time and patients still 
need drugs. 

"Medieal treatment may be 
as effective and costs only an ex- 
tra £500 on drugs. That is a big 
saving." 

The operation which was 


pioneered in the 1970s. in- 
volves stripping out the tiny ar- 
teries that supply blood to the 
bean muscle when they have be- 
come dogged with fany deposits 
as a result of heart disease, and 
replacing them with veins tak- 
en from the leg or chest wall. 

It is effective at relieving 
symptoms of chest pain but 
the new veins tend to clog up 
and collapse like the old ones 
over time. Around 25.000 op- 
erations a year are carried out 
at a cost of £275m. 

The number of bypass op- 
erations has started to fall as 
worries about cost have grown, 
and there has been greater use 
of angioplasty, an alternative 
technique in which the coronary 
arteries are widened using a bal- 
loon attached to a catheter in- 
troduced via a vein in the groin. 

The British Heart Founda- 
tion said the symptoms of heart 
disease could be debilitating and 
bypass surgery was effective at 
alleviating them. New drug 
treatments developed in the 
last 10 years meant dinners 
were now more elective about 
choosing patients for surgery. 
"Longevity may not be the only 
factor," the spokesman said. 


NHS accused of letting patients suffer 


t of the Royal College of 
yesterday accused health 
NHS trusts of failing to take 

ring seriously. . 

1 . professor of anaesthetics 
London Hospital, said 
failing to provide the funds 
rship necessary » ensure 
ain relief was available in 

mjJrcJ i' a commitment to 

SwwitaJ todo it. 
the problem- Many healt 
mists do not see it as a quab 
lid. 

truain was responding to an 
dun report, published mda ■ 
..rtf nt'rviin SUffert-U 


firopun. I— 

eanKvemol>‘insufivrLd 

the hospital uxwh»* 


■ The report. Anaesthesia under Exami- 
nation, which was leaked on Monday to The 
Independent, says hospitals with acute pain 
control teams - specially trained staff who 
assess and treat patients’ pain - have been 
shown to reduce suffering but only 57 per 
cent of hospitals have them. 

Professor Srrunin said: "Some NHS 
mists don’t think there is any value in these 
teams. They seem to think it is not a prob- 
lem if things are done the wav they hat e 


me. 

us’ Association yesterday 
ipaign to put patients in con- 
in relief. 

ier. its chairman, said: “The 
,per lip really does exist in 
rndenev to suffer in silence 

sign will focus on ensuring 


that both patients and health profession- 
als have access to up-to-date information 
on pain management." 

The Audit Commission report also 
found that despite a 41 per cent growth in 
the number of consultant anaesthetists over 
the past 10 years, demand still outstrips sup- 
ply. Half of trusts reported a shortage of 
consultants with an average of 13 per cent 
of posis vacant. 

One in five trusts had been unable to 
compensate for these shortages - making 
it more diffi cult to schedule operations, of- 
fer epidurals to mothers in labour or staff 
pain clinics. 

The report says the health service 
should consider [raining nurse anaes- 
thetists lo work alongside consultants to 
ease the workload. 

— Jeremy Laurance. Health Editor 
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6/IRA BOMB PLOT 



The London schoolboy who turned Republican terrorist 
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Three members of an 
IRA bombing unit were 
jailed for a total of 62 
years following the 
biggest security 
surveillance operation 
on mainland Britain. 
They may now be 
questioned by officials 
investigating the 
shooting of another 
member of the gang. 
Michael Streeter, Legal 
Affairs Correspondent, 

looks at the London- 
bom middle-class 
terrorist who was killed. 


ter O’Neill* rimShff ^ f0renSiC ° fficer follows the trail of b,ood ,eft af ' 


Photographs: Enterprise News and Pictures, Photonews Service and PA 
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'Citroen's Xsara is top of the 
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One of the highest specifications 
yet seen on a family hatch range' 
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Column inches. The new Citroen Xsara is generating acres 
of them. Precisely what, is making the press so excited? 

Weil, the Xsara is a subtle form of social revolution. 

It brings the standards of an executive saloon into the 
compact family sector. 

The cabin is the biggest in its class. As is the boot. 


It bristles with safety devices. Cu 


nningly designed storage 


space moans that there's somewhere to put things. For a change. 

Technology abounds, from little touches like child lock 
indicators. To major innovations like automatic windscreen wipers. 


Now we're introducing another subtle form of revolutio, 
Prices start at just £11.765 on the road. 

And yet, unusuaHy for a brand new modeL 
one year s free insurance' 

Bringing the executive qualities of th< 
reach of yet more people. 

Call 0300 262 262 for more details. 

Or better still get down to 
Enough words. 

Time for action. 


ie Xsara within th« 


your nearest Citroen Showroom. 

C ITROEN XSARA 


iSARA PRICES START FROM PI.7B5 ON THE ROAD FOR THE I «iX MODEL. CAR SHOWN XSARA 1 81 MW EVn 

_ 
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Diannuid O’Neill, had an un- 
usual profile for an ERA ter- 
rorise He went to the London 
Oratory school - better known 
now as the school where Tony 
■ Blair’s son Euan is a pupQ - 
where be was remembered as 
cheerful, well-behaved and out- 
going. 

However, he became fasci- 
nated by Irish Republicanism as 
a teenager, selling newspapers 
in bars and he was said to have 
idolised the IRA activist Bob- 
by Sands, who died while on 
hunger strike in May 1981. 

Soon after leaving school 
London-born O’Neill, whose 
parents later moved back to Ire- 
land. was serving nine months 
in a young offenders’ institution 
for his part in a £75,000 cash 
fraud from a Bank of Ireland 
branch in Shepherd’s Bush, 
west London, where he worked. 

O’NeOL who was 27 when he 
was shot by police in a hotel in 
Hammersmith, west London, 
was by that time a committed 
Republican and some of the 
cash was siphoned to the ERA. 

On his release from jail he 
became a “sleeper” waiting to 
be activated by his IRA bosses. 

His private life was involved 
in nationalist politics as well. 
O’Neill's girlfriend was 
Karmele Ereno, a sympathiser 
of the Basque separatist move- 
ment from Amorebieta. near 
Bilbao. 

After his death, his Spanish 
friends paid tribute to “Ginger" 
as he was known in a Basque 
language newspaper sympa- 
thetic to the separatist move- 
ment ETA, promising: “We 
will never forget you.” 

The Polio; Complaints Au- 
thority will now ask his fellow 
terrorists if they want to assist 
its investigation into O'Neill’s 
shooting on 23 September 1996. 

A file will then be sent to the 
Crown Prosecution Service and 
the coroner, pending an in- 
quest. 

Yesterday, after more than 
20 hours of deliberation, an Old i 


Bailey jury decided thatthe IRA 
active service unit, which in- 
cluded O’Neill, who was ihe 
group’s quarter-master, had 
been plotting a major bomb 
attack on the capital: A. fourth 
defendant was deared;-. \ 

The leader of the. unit,' Bri- 
an McHugh, claimed the team 
had been trying to" preserve 
peace rather than destrey it/ - 
HehadbeensenttoLrmdpn 
to decommission the weapons 
cache - which contained 63 
tonnes of home-made' explo- 
sives - as the Republican move- - 
meat moved towards peace 
and wanted to join “historic” 
settlement talks in Northern 
Ireland, he said. 

Sentencing the three men, 
the judge, Mr Justice Smedley, 
described this cla im as “sheer 
hypocrisy” . 

Senior Scotland Yard offi- 
cers later heralded an “intelli- 
gence triumph”, involving 
50,000 hours of surveillance, 
which they say prevented a 
“devastating" attack. 

Listening bugs were planted 
in the suspects' cars and rooms, 
their electronic pagers and tele- 
phone calls - even from public 
telephone boxes - were moni- 
tored, and film from mobile 
video recorders and surveil- 
lance cameras in train stations 
was taken. 

Commander John Grieve, 
head of the Anti-Terrorist . 
Branch, who co-ordinated the 
evidence gathering after the ar- 
rests, said the scale of Operation 
Tinnitus, involving the Metro- 
politan Police and MI5, who 
handled the audio surveillance, 
was the largest and longest of its ' 
kind on the mainland. 

“It thwarted a major attack 
on London,” said Mr Grieve, 
who added that the terrorists 
had enough material to plant 
four bombs similar in size to the 
one which devastated the cen- 
tre of Manchester last year. 

Mr Grieve said officers “re- 
gretted" O’Neill's death, but 
said he had been part of an ac- 
tive unit intent on causing de- 
struction. The firearms unit 
deployed, including the man 
known only as “KDo” who fired 
the bullets, had been briefed on 
the amount of explosives and 
guns the IRA unit possessed. 

Those convicted yesterday 
were Patrick Kelly, 3i, who 
was jailed for 20 years; 
McHugh, 31, who was given 25 
years and James Murphy, 26, 
who was sentenced to 17 years. 

All had denied charges of con- 
spiring to cause explosions be- 
tween 1 January and 24 
September last year, and of pos- 
sessing explosives. 

Michael Phillips, 22, a me- 
chanical aircraft engineer with 
British Airways at Gatwick air- 
port was deared of the charges. 
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Mandela attacks white privilege and free press 


Nelson Mandela's last 
speech to the ANC as its 
President marked a 

sharp contrast with the 
•■ainbow nation rhetoric 
that has won over the 
world. Our 

correspondent watched 
a defining political 
moment at the party's 
SOth national conference 
in Mafikeng, as the 
Powerful influence of his- 
chosen successor 
became apparent. 


What was surprising was the 
harsh tone which accompanied 
the change - with an uncom- 
promising stream of attacks on 
whites, “white parties'* and the 
“white-owned media" - and 
the fact that the warm and 
cuddly President Mandela, not 
Thabo Mbeki. his much-vilified 
successor, used his last speech 
as party leader to lead the 
scathing, and for him unprece- 
dented. assault. 

Could this be the same man 
that took tea with Betsy Ver- 
woerd. ageing widow of the ar- 
chitect of apartheid - a 
reconciliation too far in the eyes 
of some party members? Com- 
ing from President Mandela the 
change in tone could noL have 
been more stark. At first it was 
assumed that while it was Mr 
Mandela's lips that were mov- 
ing Mr Mbeki. sitting a few feet 
away. was. ventriloquist-style, 
doing the talking. 

At every turn, according to 
President Mandela, the ANC 
was being thwarted by those 
“committed to the maintenance 
of white privilege". The pro- 
ceedings of the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission, the 
body charged with exposing 
the atrocities of the apartheid 
years, showed "the unwilling- 
ness of while society in gener- 
al. including white politicians, 
business, the judiciary, the me- 
dia and the church, to explain 
its involvement in the mainte- 
nance and perpetuation of the 
apartheid system". 

Thai betrayed while society's 



hostility to the new democrat- 
ic South Africa, he argued. Mr 
Mandela has spent a large part 
of his presidency wooing tru- 
culent right-wing Afrikaners to 
the new political dispensation. 
But yesterday he bad harsh 
words for them too. ‘"They 
[Afrikaners! continue to be im- 
prisoned by notions of white su- 
premacy and of supposed 
.Afrikaner interests that are 
separate and opposed to the in- 
terests of the rest of the popu- 
lation." 

Faced with deep divisions 
within the ANC. the president 
sought to blame everything 
from crime to the slow pace of 


social change on white resis- 
tance. He labelled the opposi- 
tion National Party and 
Democratic Party “reactionar- 
ies", dedicated to preserving 
while privilege. But he reserved 
his most scathing comments 
for the white-owned media - a 
source of irritation to the pres- 
ident from time to time but Mr 
Mbeki's enduring pet hate. 

The media, he insisted, were 
deliberately trying to undermine 
the ANC revolution. “During 
the last three years it has be- 
come perfectly clear that the 
bulk of the mass media in our 
country has set itself up as a 
force opposed to the ANC." 


He seemed irritated by the 
press’s desire for a real oppo- 
sition to the ANC to emerge. 
He said the media, like white 
parties, were wrong in portray- 
ing South Afriea 

as a mature 
democracy. “We 
arc still involved 
in the delicate 
process of nursing 

the new-born 

baby into a state 
of adulthood." he said. Some 
might have remembered, with 
a shudder, the early years of in- 
dependence in Zimbabwe, 
South Africa’s northern neigh- 
bour. Robert Mugabe, then in- 


ternationally popular, described 
the foundations of democracy 
as luxuries a new country could 
not afford. 

The onslaught on the press 
■" resurrected the 

_ . . . _ spectre of a fu- 

BY MARY ,ure “depen- 

dent” regulatory 
DP A I T"\ body for the me- 

D rVTVl LJ dia which might 

pronounce on 

everything from 
what is newsworthy to what con- 
stitutes public interest Close as- 
sociates of Mr Mbeki have 
been floating that kite for 
months. Last week, Mr Mbeki 
again raised the idea of gov- 


ernment information bulletins 
being broadcast on national 
television. 

None of these suggestions 
has been embraced by the me- 
dia. Mr Mandela said yesterday 
that in order to protect privi- 
leges which found their roots in 
the apartheid era, the media de- 
nounced “all efforts to ensure 
its own transformation ... as an 
attack on press freedom”. 

The attacks on the press 
and on whites were loudly ap- 
plauded by the thousands of 
.ANC delegates who travelled to 
Mafikeng in the North-west 
province yesterday for the first 
day of a five-day conference. 


Under apartheid, the press was 
the mouthpiece of the enemy. 
Yesterday, that still seemed to 
be pretty much the view. 

Most delegates thought the 
president had got the tone just 
right “The last conference in 
1994 was about reconcib'ation 
but this is about our country's 
transformation," said one fe- 
male delegate. 

So was Mr Mandela speak- 
ing for hims elf or Mr Mbeki? 
One black commentator said: 
“It needed to be said and be had 
to say it If Mbeki had said it be 
would have been vilified just as 
he is about to take over.” 

But he added that the 


Old guard, young 
pretender: Nelson 
Mandela, right, conferring 
with his deputy, Thabo 
Mbeki, at the beginning 
of the ANCs 50th general 
conference in Mafikeng 
yesterday. Mr Mandela is 
to give up his presidency 
of the ANC in favour of 
Mr Mbeki. 


Photograph: AP 


speech came from a frustrated 
presidential heart. Three years 
on, the president was dismayed 
at while indifference in re- 
dressing past injustices. “He has 
been saying these things fur 
months in private." said the 
commentator. 

But the president was sure- 
ly trying also to satisfy disillu- 
sioned elements in the party. In 
its 85-year history, the .ANC has 
probably never been more di- 
vided. Three years after taking 
power it has yet lo transform it- 
self from broad-church revolu- 
tionary movement to political 
party. 

Winnie Madikizela- Man- 
dela, the president's former 
wife, shared the platform with 
him and the ANC executive yes- 
terday. Almost seated in tha- 
wings, she could not have been 
placed further from her ex- 
husband. 

Mrs Mandela, accused dur- 
ing TRC hearings of involve- 
ment in eight murders, is 
expected to seek nomination 
this week, despite the .ANC 
leadership's best efforts, for 
the ANC deputy presidency. 
Her attacks on a leadership - 
considered far from radical by 
the grassroots - have struck a 
chord in some quarters. 

After Mr Mandela's speech 
his former wife joined the 
queue of wellwishers to offer 
congratulations. Nelson and 
Winnie smiled broadly as they 
embraced briefly but warmly 
amid crowds of supporter* whi » 
sang and danced around them. 


Mbeki the bogeyman emerges from 
behind the throne to take the reins 


Thabo Mbeki this week takes over 
from President Nelson Mandela as 
leader of the ANC, the 
penultimate step in his almost 
certain ascent to the presidency of 
South Africa. Mary Braid asks 
whether a living saint is making 
way for a Machiavelli par excellence. 


The respected Mail utui (Uionium newspa- 
per summed it up rather well. We arc about 
to be ruled h> a man we du not know, it ob- 
served in a scene-selling piece for this week's 
hand-over nt power at the African Nation- 
al Congress's 5mh national conference. 

.As President Nelson ManJclu, 7*3. pass- 
es the ANC leadership lo his dcpulv 
Thabo Mbeki. 55. just lb months before the 
next general election, the country's post- 
apartheid history enters a new era. 

The transition Irom Madiha (the fami- 
ly name by whieli President Mandela is af- 
fectionately known) to Mbeki uass always 
•joinc to he a delicate stage in an already 
precarious process. Filling the warm, saint- 


ly and charismatic Madiba's shoes is an un- 
enviable task. It is not helped when the pub- 
lic feels it is trading a fleshed out. lovable 
demi-god for a mysterious malchstick man. 

The diminutive Mr Mbeki. always beau- 
tifully turned out but oh so dull lo listen 
to. is already the bogeyman of the while 
liberal dinner party. The turnouts about him 
arc legion, and often malicious. It Is said 
that he has risen to the top of the ANC since 
its unbanning in 1 900, by plotting the down- 
fall of all political rivals and opponents. Add 
to schemer, the title tormentor of whiles. 
For. ironically, the man who was once crit- 
icised as being too cosy with whites is now 
billed as their future persecutor. 

The tacts - sparse as they are - are these. 
Mr Mbeki is a member ot'ihc Struggle aris- 
tocracy. His father. Govan. an early .ANC 
leader, was imprisoned with President 
Mandela on Ri*bben Island. The ANC sent 
Thabo Mbeki to Britain where he took a 
masters degree in economies at Sussex Uni- 
versity. He later went to the Soviet Union 
for military training. During 28 years in ex- 
ile he pressed the ANC's ease all over the 
world. He is credited with masterminding 
the international sanctions campaign against 


apartheid South Africa, and he gained diplo- 
matic experience, connections and an ur- 
bane. sophisticated, intellectual image. 

Beyond this, much is conjecture. After 
the ANC's unbanning, the exile group rose 
at the expense of those who battled for free- 
dom at home. Mr Mbeki is blamed for the 
recent departure from politics of popular 
"home" leader. Cyril Ramaphosa. who led 
the ANC in the negotiations which ended 
while minority rule. Some also claim that 
he plotted the fall of popular party figures 
Tokyo Sexwale and Terror Lckota. 

The time Tor President Mandela’s inspired 
acts of reconciliation is over. The ANC he 
argues, must now meet its promises lo the 
millions of blacks still languishing at the bot- 
tom of the social heap. That puis the wind 
up those still silling pretty uL the top. 

What should worry people most is Mr 
Mbeki's hostility towards the press. It is 
doubtful that he really accepts the impor- 
tance of a free press in a democracy. 

If Mr Mbeki's polities are largely un- 
known. his private life is a complete mys- 
tery. He married Zancle in 1974. They have 
no children, but a son front a previous re- 
lationship disappeared in the Eighties. 



An artist’s view of Boers at war Photograph: Hulton Getty 
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Boer war siege that 
gripped the nation 


The history of the town was so 
dramatic, in British eyes, that iLs 
name even entered the English 
language - if in somewhat dis- 
torted form. “Maffick. v.L” is of- 
ficially defined in the 
dictionaries as "lo rejoice with 
hysterical boisterousness". 

Mafekingwas the name the 
English colonists gave to 
Mafikeng - literally "place or 
stones", a town in the dusty, 
sparsely populated northern 
Cape. Now. it is the capital of 
the Northwest Province of 
South Africa. But at the time of 
the Boer War. Mufeking was a 
small town divided into an 
African town of about 7_5t)H res- 
idents and a “while" settle- 
ment of about l ,35 ii. 

Mafeking had been used as 
the base for the Jameson Raid 
- ail unsuccess fill raid hy the 
British colonists against the 


Dutch-speaking Boer republic 
ofTronsvaal. Although the raid 
failed it was part of the build- 
up to the Boer War which was 
fought between Britain and the 
Transvaal and the Orange Free 
Stale between 1899 and 1901 

The total British military 

strength reached half a million, 
whereas the Boers could muster 
less than 9U.00U. But the British 
were fighting in hostile territo- 
ry over difficult terrain. The 
Boers besieged Mafeking. La- 
dysmith and Kimberley during 
"Black Week", in December 
IW9. But with the landing of 
more British troops the fortunes 
of the war turned. The British 
relieved the besieged towns. 
There were street parties in 
London at the news of the re- 
liefer Mafeking on 17 May 1900. 
after 217 Jays under siege. 

— Fiona Bell 
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Aids warning casts 
a shadow over 
army town where 
sex is cheap 


BY ESTHER 
LEACH 

“1 have booked an Aids test with my doc- 
tor” said the 30-year-old divorcee. “My dad 
told me to. He said over the phone *i love 
you. and don’t take this the wrong way, but 
please have a test'. So I've done it." 

The woman was sitting with her girl- 
friends in a cate at the centre of Catterick 
Garrison in North Yorkshire. About 100 sol- 
diers at the garrison are believed to have 
taken Aids tests after a confidential army 
memo was sent to 5,5(10 troops, warning that 
two women living near the camp, are car- 
rying the HIV virus. All the tests are so far 
believed to have been negative. 

The formal warning had been issued it 
said, because of the “liberal affections to- 
wards soldiers” of the two women living 
close to the camp. 

The woman in the cate said: “I have been 
promiscuous and I am engaged now just for 


two months. My fianed. a squaddie, has 
been promiscuous too and we both know 
each other's histories. If the test is negative, 
I will never have unprotected sex again.” 

Her “happily married friend”, sitting 
□ext to her, said young giris who were picked 
up at the haunts at the garrison frequent- 
ed by soldiers should take care. 

“They ran easily pass for 20. the way they 
dress up. and the squaddies just take their 
pick. These girls don’t know what they are 
doing or the risks they are taking. But 
women living near a camp like this only have 
to walk dowa the street in a short blade dress 
and they are marked as easy. 

“It's veiy much a man's world here as 
you might expect. Women are just an ego 
boost for them. You've heard about the two- 
day rule -you are never seen with the same 
woman twice, sex is very casual here.” 

As the women spoke, a press conference 
was being called by the camp's deputy com- 
mander. Colonel Neil Donaldson, who said: 
“I feel we have a duty of care. We have some 
very young soldiers who are somehow vul- 
nerable. We have decided to warn them 
there is a significant risk to their health and 
are invited to modify their behaviour.” Col 



Donaldson said there was nothing they 
could do to stop people meeting each oth- 
er. But he added that he felt a warning 
should be given and in doing that they had 
discharged the duty of care. 

The order posted by Col Donaldsoa 
said: “These ... females are believed to be 
libera] with their affections, particularly to 
soldiers, and are not averse to indulging 
in casual sex. often unprotected. 

“All ranks are reminded that there is no 


known cure lor Aids, in short it is a killer.” 

He said: "We have had information from 
a number of sources which I can only de- 
scribe as confidential that there are a num- 
ber of females in the general area of the 
garrison who have contracted the Aids virus 
and arc HTV positive." 

One of the two women said to be at the 
centre of the alert, to Id reporters she she 
was a victim of rumour-mongers, did not 
have Aids, and would take a test to prove 


it. “I’m getting sick of iL They’re making 
a big deal out of nothing and it’s distress- 
ing me.” 

The 18-year-old added: “The sooner I 
get the test done, the better. I've left it too 
late anyway. But I don't care. I’m still go- 
ing to get it done.” She insisted she “had 
not been with many soldiers” but said that 
when she received the results of the test, 
she would like to “get it photocopied and 
sent round everywhere”. 


The second woman implicated in the 
scare is believed to be aged 20, and a friend 
of the L8-year-old. A neighbour said she 
had asked the woman if the Aids rumour 
was true and she had also denied it. - 
More than 10,000 soldiers and civilians 
are based at Catterick. The garrison has 
5,500 military personnel, bat at the moment 
only one regiment is stationed at the 
base. Four regiments are on service in 
Bosnia and two in Northern Ireland. 
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GLENDA CO OPER AT THE BRITISH PS YCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Why the office party night out can be 
bad for the next day’s business 


Hold your office party 
on a Friday if you want 
to minimise inefficient 
work by your employees, 
according to new 
research which suggests 
that the morning-after 
the night-before may last 
as long as 16 hours. 

Even if you stop drinking at 
midnight, your ability to work 
may still be impaired until 4pm 
the next day. the British Psy- 
chological Society London con- 
ference was told yesterday. 

Researchers said that while 
the bad effects of being drunk 
were well known, there had 
been less work done on how 
hangovers can impair abilities 
to do jobs. 

A group of student volun- 
teers aged between IS and 24 
were recruited to see how 
concentration and information 
processing were affected by a 
“night out”. After measuring 
their responses before they 
went out, the students each 
drank between four and nine 
bottles of beer, recreating a 
“party session". The next day 


they underwent a series of tests. 

This included matching 
numbers and symbols and 
adding together numbers heard 
on a tape. “These are tasks that 
require quite a high level of con- 
centration.” said Dr Stuart 
Anderson, lecturer in neuro- 
psychology at the University of 
Natal, South Africa. He found 
that 16 hours after stopping 
drinking the students were still 
experiencing the effects of a 
hangover - nausea, headache, 
fatigue, depression and dizzi- 


ness. And they scored less well 
on the tests than those who had 
not drunk anything. 

Dr Anderson said that peo- 
ple with a hangover reacted par- 
ticularly badly to stressful 
situations where they had to 
think about two things at 
once. “These results have seri- 
ous implications for anyone 
who drinks alcohol” said Dr 
Anderson. “Even when the stu- 
dents reported feeling sober, 
the hangover effects could still 
be seen in their test perfor- 


mance for hours after they 
stopped drinking. 

“Would you like your ap- 
pendix taken out by a surgeon 
who had had nine beers 12 
hours earlier or be in a plane 
flown by a pilot with a hang- 
over?'’ 

He said that work produc- 
tivity was likely to be less over 
the festive season, and he 
added: “It would be better to 
hold office parties on Friday to 
have the weekend off to recov- 
er by Monday." 

• Being on a diet can be a 
weight on the mind, with sim- 
mers faring less well in mental 
tests than those who eat what 
they want, according to the In- 
stitute of Food Research. 

Dr Mike Green, senior re- 
search psychologist, said that 
tests showed that it was not due 
to food deprivation or lowered 
glucose levels. People who were ' 
not allowed to eat for 24 hours 
had not shown the same results. . 
Anxiety about losing weight 
meant dieters exhibited the. 
same sort of signs as the clini- 
cally depressed. They also 
demonstrated poorer short- 
term memory and slower reac- 
tion times than those who did 
not think about what they ale. 



Hangover effects were felt (6 hours after stopping drinking 


Doctors predict recovery 
from vegetative state 


A new test may soon enable 
hospitals to predict when a 
patient is about to emerge from a 
vegetative state. Our 
correspondent investigates. 


The lest devised at the Royal Hospital for 
Neurodisability in London looked at 13 pa- 
tients who came out of a persistent vege- 
tative state (PVS). Now Lhe therapy team 
hopes to publish guidance on the programme 
for the benefit of other hospitals. 

The technique, known as Sm3rt (Sen- 
sory Modality Assessment and Rehabili- 
tation Tixjl l, could help make it dear when 
treatment should not be withdrawn and can 
also tell doctors the right time to apply con- 
centrated stimulation that might bring the 
patient out of a coma. Al present, courts 
arc asked to rule on whether a PVS patient 
kepi alive by artificial feeding should be al- 
lowed to die. Medical guidelines say that 
dociors can apply to a court to have a pa- 
tient's food and hydration withdrawn af- 
ter 12 months. 

The lesi involves systematically stimu- 
lating each of seven “modalities” ~ sight, 
hearing, touch, smell, taste, movement and 
communication - while looking for signs of 


can be stimulated by ringing a bell be. 
the patient Responses arc graded from 
(no response) to five (discriminatory 
sponsc) which is classified as emergi 
from PVS. Responses can include refle: 
lions like blinking, withdrawing from ; 
peated stimulus, or showing awarenc: 
a direction a stimulus is coming from. 

A total of 30 patients were invest^ 
using Smart. The researchers found drat 
en patients emerged during the study 
a further six patients emerged over the 
two years. The six all had scores that 
pn fttd threefold or more in at least one ; 

Dr Sarah Wilson, from the Unive 
of Surrey at Guildford, who will presem 
team’s findings at the British Psychol 
cal Society's London o inference today « 
“People coming out (of PVSj pruduo 
change score of at least three, while d 
with a change score of two or less di 
come out. It's the first time we have h 
able to separate the outcome croup 
cleanly as this.” “ * 

Looking for such a level improven 
could provide an early warning ofwh. 
pattern was likely to emerge from a P 
However, she stressed that a low 0 ha 
score did not necessarily mean a pat 
was never going to recover. 
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Less educated 
not given full 
facts on HRT 

Women who are less well edu- 
cated are more Iflcely to be 
prescribed hormone replace- 
ment therapy than their more 
qualified sisters, according to a 
new study. 

A survey of more than 1,200 
women found that those with no 
formal qualifications were more 
likely to be given HRT because 
they are often given the treat- 
ment without really under- 
standing the risks involved. 

HRT has been shown to 
protect against osteoporosis, 
heart attacks and strokes, but it 
has also been linked to higher 
risk of breast cancer. 

Better educated women may 
be more able to discuss the pros 
and cons of HRT with their doc- 
tors and subsequently are less 
likely to end up being pre- 
scribed it, said Rons Rubin, se- 
nior lecturer in behavioural 
sciences at Christ Church Col- 
lege Canterbury. “It highlights 
a worrying inequality in health- 
cans for those who are less well 
educated." 

Although women with no 
qualifications looked for infor- 
mation just as much as the ed- 
ucated women, they were less 
successful at finding it and were 
unaware of ihe right questions 
to ask. Ms Rubin said th is was 
an area GPs need to address. 
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Hydrogen power could spell end for the petrol engine 


CAR DRIVEN BY FUEL OF THE FUTURE 



Car-makers believe the 
end of the age of the 
petrol engine is in sight. 
Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport 
Correspon dent, 
examines the chances of 
hydrogen becoming the 
fuel of the future 


There seems to he little to be 
gained for Britain's most pop- 
ular car-maker to be predicting 
the demise of its most cherished 
product - the petrol engine. But 
in committing nearly £250m to 
developing hydrogen-fuelled 


cars, it is exactly what Ford's 
chairman is saying. 

“We view fuel cells one erf the 
most important technologies 
for the early 21st century,” said 
Sir AJex Trotman. Ford and 
Daimler Benz - owners of Mer- 
cedes - signed a deal earlier this 
week to pour miEtons of pounds 
into a programme to develop a 
car which runs on the electric- 
ity generated tty a reaction be- 
tween hydrogen and oxygen. 

The only by-products, claim 
its developers, from this “fuel 
cell" are water and tiny 
amounts of carbon dioxide. 
The expertise is being devel- 
oped by Canadian company 
Ballard Power Systems - which 


despite making many major 
breakthroughs has yet to make 
a profit in a decade. 

Motor manufacturers have 
no real choice in taking this 
road. With oil supplies running 
out, action to stop global wann- 
ing as well as politicians moot- 
ing taxes to unclog city streets 
and stem urban pollution, car 
makers are being pushed to 
come up with novel solutions. 

Sir Alex has been to see 
Tony Blair, the Prime Minister, 
to try and convince him that 
there is no need to tax the mo- 
torist out of tbe driving seat. At 
the opening of a new £123m en- 
vironmental research plant at 
Dunton, Sir Alex said he was 


“ seriously worried ” when John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and the minister in 
charge of transport, had called 
for the end of the two-car 
family. 

The Ford chairman said he 
saw nothing conflicting in 
Ford's claim to be both green 
and pro-car. Sir AJex went on: 
“I don’t think it’s productive to 
demonise the car. People are 
not going to get out of their 
cars. We have to make these 
cars as customer and environ- 
men tally-friendly as we can 
and in a way that does not 
damage the economy." 

It is dear Sir AJexwould pre- 
fer that Mr Blair follows tbe US 


approach. President Clinton's 
Partnership for a New Gener- 
ation of Vehicles has seen big 
car manufacturers fund “blue 
sides" engine technologies. The 
partnership influenced Cali- 
fornia’s Air Resources Board to 
relax plans that would force 
manufacturers to sell electric 
vehicles last year. 

But the science is some way 
off reaching the consumer. 
Mercedes claims some success: 
it has a running prototype of a 
fuel cell powered A-class urban 
car and hopes to produce a 
four-seat version by 2005. To 
date, the project has cost Mer- 
cedes and Ballard nearly OXhn 
each. 


Government steps 
up campaign 
to cull badgers 



Night watch: The MAFF is to extend the killing of badgers beyond farms with TB outbreaks Photograph: Planet Earth 


About 10,000 badgers w3l 
be slaughtered over the 
next five years in the 
Governments latest effort 
• to stop them spreading 
tuberculosis among cattle. 
But, says Nicholas Schoon ,. 
Environment 
Correspondent, experts 
believe developing a 
vaccine offers the best 
hope of ending the 
scourge. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food intends to 
embark on a huge new experi- 
ment in c ullin g badgers, to see 
how effective eradication is in 
stopping the spread of cattle 
tuberculosis. 

In one-third of the worst-af- 
fected areas of Britain, every 
badger will be trapped and 
killed, including mothers giving 
milk to their cubs. Under the 
current, discredited, slaughter 
policy, lactating sows are 
spared. In another third of 
these, “hot spot" areas, the 
badgers will be left alone - even 
if TB cases in cattle are rising. 
And in the final third, badgers 
will only be killed on a farm af- 
ter cattle there contract TB. 

The experiment will cover at 
least JO squares, each measur- 
ing about lOkro by 10km - or 
some 40 square miles. They will 
cover most of the farms that 
have had the worst problems 
with cattle TB. Elsewhere, the 
policy of slaughtering badgers 


to control the disease will stop 
for the five-year experiment 

Farming minister Jeff Rook- 
er said the Government accept- 
ed these recommendations from 
an expert, independent panel 
yesterday, although there would 
be two months of consultation 
before they were implemented. 

“Next to BSE [bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy], this is the 
most serious issue we have to 
deal with," he said. The panel 
and tbe Government want to find 
ways of making farmers con- 
tribute more towards ending 
cattle TB. “They already pay now 
through the failure of current 
policy," Mr Rooker said. 

Exactly how badgers pass the 
disease to cattle is not known, 
and other species can also har- 
bour bovine tuberculosis. Bul 
said ecologist Professor John 
Krebs, chairman of the expert 
panel “the badger is a signifi- 
cant reservoir - you’d have to 
be perverse not to accept that". 

The MAFF began gassing 
setts of badgers, a protected 
species, in 1975 in the worst af- 
fected areas but this was sus- 
pended seven years later 
because of an outcry over the 
cruelty involved. Current poli- 
cy is to kill badgers on a farm 
where there is a TB outbreak 
in cattle if there is good reason 
to believe that the infection 
came from badgers. They are 
lured into cages with bait, then 
killed instantly with a pistol shot. 

But the inridence of cattle TB 
keeps on rising which is why the 
previous government commis- 
sioned an inquiry by Professor 
Krebs' paneL While only one in 


every 250 British cattle herds has 
an outbreak each year, in the 
West Country, the West Mid- 
lands. and South Wales the dis- 
ease is much more common. 
Within these regions there are 
local hot spots where outbreaks 
are even more frequent. 

Diseased cow's have to be 


slaughtered, while animals can- 
not be bought for or sold from 
an affected herd. About 400 
herds are covered by restriction 
orders at any one time. The 
ministry spends £16m a year on 
research, killing badgers, com- 
pensating farmers and trying to 
control the disease. 


The Krebs committee said 
that over the past 20 years, the 
ministry has never conducted 
proper experiments to find out 
how culling can actually work. 
The trial it advocates would not 
kill any more badgers over the 
next five veais than the current 
policy. Professor Krebs said. 


That was many fewer than are 
killed on the road each year. As 
for Government, it should 
boost its spending on research 
well above the current £ 1.7m a 
year. A cattle vaccine needs to 
be developed, but that is like- 
ly to lake more than 10 years 
and will be difficult 


World suffers the 
worst year ever 
for forest fires 


A leading conservation 
group claims that this 
year has seen the most 
destructive forest fires in 
recorded history. Nicholas 
Schoon explains the claim 
from the World Wide 
Fund for Nature. 


“1997 will be remembered as 
the year the world caught fire," 
said Jean-Pauf Jeanrenaud. 
head of the World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) Interna- 
tional's forest programme. 

In Indonesia and Brazil 
alone, more than 5 million 
hectares of species-rich wood- 
land habitat have been con- 
sumed by fire - an area about 
as large as Switzerland, says a 
report from the organisation. 
But there have heen serious fires 
on every continent apart from 
Antarctica, with the latest strik- 
ing the east coast of Australia 
at the beginning of this month. 

Many of these fires are start- 
ed deliberately, and often ille- 
gally, to dear land for agriculture 
and plantations. In some coun- 
tries they have become massive 
and uncontrollable because of 
drought attributed to this year's 
El Nina a global weather event 
which occurs every few years and 
this time appears extreme. 

The fires have caused air pol- 
lution levels much higher and 
more dangerous than those for 
which traffic, industry and pow- 
er stations are responsible. They 
are also adding significantly to 
the emissions of global-warm- 


ing carbon dioxide gas which 
come from burning fossil fuels. 

“We are creating a vicious 
cycle of destruction, where in- 
creased fires are both a result 
of changes in weather and a 
contributory factor to these 
changes," said Mr Jeanrenaud. 

WWF says the fires in In- 
donesia may have set light to 
thick peal deposits which could 
smoulder underground for 
years and start new surface 
fires during the next dry season. 

Hundreds of infant orang- 
utan in Indonesia have been 
found in the hands of villagers, 
available for the pet trade. It is 
believed their mothers fled 
from the burning forests with 
their babies and were then 
killed by local people. Mean- 
while. the government has re- 
instated 45 or the 146 timber 
exploitation permits it revoked 
in the wake of the catastroph- 
ic forest fires this year. 

The WWF report says that 
in the Amazon jungles of Brazil 
says there has been a 50 per cent 
increase in the number of fires 
in this year’s burning season, 
which begins in August, com- 
pared with that of 1996. 

The Brazilian government 
says the great bulk of these fires 
are taking place on cleared 
land or in secondary forest 
which had already been burnt. 
But WWF does not accept that 
the big increase is not destroy- 
ing more virgin forest areas. 

Other countries cited in the 
report as having had severe for- 
est fires are Papua New Guinea, 
Colombia, Kenya, Tanzania 
and Rwanda. 
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Parents wage 
war against 
‘cyberbooze’ 


The national Christmas 
tree is lit, the strains of 
‘Jingle Bells’ are in the 
air and the season of 
good cheer is well under 
way. Just the time, then, 
for America’s sobriety 
lobby to warn about the 
dire combination of 
youth, computers and 
drink. Alary Dejevsky 
reports from 
Washington on the 
gathering campaign 
against ‘cyberbooze’ and 
what lies behind it. 


is almost as terrifying to their 
parents and the public at large 
as the possibility that they might 
be exposed to Internet pornog- 
raphy along the way. To some. 


u is worse. 


Middle America may be very 
clear about what it is for: God. 
America and apple pie. But it 
is equally dear ahouL what it is 
against, and high on that list Is 
alcohol, especially when drunk 
by minors. 

The very thought that thou- 
sands of teenagers may he log- 
ging on to their computers and 
ordering alcohol over the In- 
ternet - let alone taking deliv- 
ery of the stuff and drinking it. 


To combat this threat from 
“cyberbooze", a new alliance 
has sprung on to the already 
crowded lobbying scene. Amer- 
icans for Responsible Alcohol 
Access (ARAAl, is headed by 
(he attorney-general of New 
York slate. Dennis Vacco. He 
recently mounted a “sting" 
which netted a dozen or more 
firms for allegedly dispatching 
drink to juveniles. 

The group lambasts “Inter- 
net bootleggers" who, it says, arc 
bypassing state laws by selling 
wine and beer to all comers, 
without checking their age. The 
companies, however, ask how 
rigorous they can reasonably be. 

Ordering wine or beer on the 
Internet in the United States is 
no more complicated than or- 
dering a book or a plane tick- 
et. A dozen or more easily 
accessible websites with names 
like Beer Across America, Vir- 
tual Vineyards, Wines from the 
West, tout their wares alongside 



Summer dazes Lobbyist* in 
the US have stepped up • 
their campaign against 
drinking among underage 
teenagers, who can now. 
order their beer via the 
Internet = 


Photograph; American Crnffiti 





Against Drank Drivers (Madd), 
the majority of US states havfe 
raised the legal drinking -age 
from 18 to 21. This has creat- 
ed a situation where yOuug • 
men and women who have at- 




sites advertising gourmet foods, 
chocolates and flowers. 

Some companies require on- 
screen registration before pro- 
cessing the order others provide 
an age box to tick. Most say they 
check the identity of the recipi- 
ent when the goods arc delivered 
- but watchful neighbours say de- 
livery firms just leave the boxes 
on doorsteps. In practice, if a ju- 
venile has his own (or a parent's) 


credit card number and ticks the 
age box, there is little to stop him 
ordering, and receiving, whatever 
takes his fancy. 

But this seemingly simple — 
if undesirable - state of affairs, 
where 12 year-olds can order 
crates of beer by computer, 
conceals several layers of spe- 
cial interests. Internet vendors 
contend that very few juveniles 
order alcohol. They also charge 


that the ARAA, which is part- 
ly funded by liquor wholesalers, 
is using the issue of under-age 
drinking to protect vested in- 
terests: the interests of the 
states (which control liquor li- 
cences and taxation) and those 
of the traditional wholesalers - 
both of which stand to lose their 
cut if Internet trade expands. 

All the forecasts suggest it 
will. Not only is buying by com- 


puter convenient, especially for 
those who live outside major cen- 
tres or in the many “dry" coun- 
ties of the central and southern 
United States, but it is also fi- 
nancially advantageous to buy 
where state tax is low or nfl. 

Last summer, a group of maxi 
order companies reached agree- 
ment with the state authorities to 
civ to dose the sales tax loophole, 
but the effort came to nothing: 


a consumer outcry quashed it 
With alcohol sales, some states 
have tried to protect their income, 
or their “dry” laws, by banning 
mail and computer-orders. But it 
is easier said than done. 

Nor is the legal drinking 
age quite as clearly defined as 
it seems. Since 1988, following 
a series of drink-driving deaths 
publicised by the highly effec- 
tive' lobby group. Mothers 


tained the legal age- of ntajpri- . - 
ty, who may vote, marry; tak£.'f 
odt a mortgage and command- ■ 
a battery of credit card^ break! j 
the law if they buy a beer or .-, 
drink a glass of wine in. public^ ; 

■The higher drinking age - . 
found public favour in a coun- ; 
try where the shadow of Prohi- 
bition still looms. But it is often 
flouted. This autumn, there was. 
shock over the death from.' 
“binge" drinking of a student at 
the Massachussets Institute of 
Technology- And the drink-re^ 
lated deaths since then of five stu- 
dents in Virginia prompted the 
state's attorney general, Richard 
Qiitpn, to ask whether a lower le- 
gal drinking age might encourage 
more responsible drinkings 
• A spokeswoman for Tesco 
yesterday said that when peo- 
ple use its Internet service to buy 
wine, they must use either an or- 
dinary credit card or a Tesco 
credit card and the bolder of 
such cards must be 18 or over. - 




as 
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Dixon 




Gl Jane and Gl Joe don’t mix, 
says Pentagon military inquiry 
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A high-powered civilian 
panel commissioned by 
the Pentagon to 
consider mixed-sex 
training in the US 
armed forces has 
concluded that the 
practice has harmed 
discipline and lowered 
standards. Mary Dejevsky, 
In Washington, reports 
on the reversals of a 
controversial policy 




PHONE, CONNECTION AND 
ONE YEAR’S LINE RENTAL 


? L* 




*? 1 s t. imm m 


am 15 minutes worth 

OF CALLS PER MONTH 


The panel, set up six months 
ago amid a flurry of sexual ha- 
rassment cases in the military, 
said that initial basic training 
should be segregated. 

Il also advised that men 
and women be housed in sep- 
arate barracks, not just on sep- 
arate floors as is standard 
practice at present. 


The 11 -member panel, 
chaired by former Republican 
Senator, Nancy Kassebaum 
Baker, interviewed more than 
2.000 recruits, drill instructors 
and supervisors. As well as call- 
ing for a return to separate ba- 
sic training, it proposed the 
formation of all-women train- 
ing units. 

Accepting criticism voiced 
by some officers and recruits 
that mixed training had low- 
ered standards, the panel de- 
manded tougher training and 
fitness requirements, with 
“consistent" standards for 
male and female recruits. 
There should also be im- 
proved instruction on “how 
males and females should re- 
late to each other profession- 
ally", it said, but current “no 
talk, no touch" guidelines 
should be abolished. The pan- 
el's report also recommended 
severe punishments for those 


guilty of makin g false accusa- 
tions of sexual harassment or 
misconduct 

It did not however, advo- 
cate the complete ending of 
mixed training. Men and 
women would still spend up to 
70 per cent of their time in 
mixed units, once basic train- 
ing was complete. Training 
has been fully mixed in tbe 
army and navy for the past four 
years, and in the air force since 
the Seventies. Only the 
Marines stood out against the 
policy and continues to train 
male and female recruits sep- 
arately. a policy which now ap- 
pears vindicated. 

The Defence Secretary, 
William Cohen, who is a 
staunch supporter of mixed 
training in the armed forces, 
said he was launching a six- 
month consultation period on 
the report's findings before 
making a decision. , 
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11/POLITICS 



Cunningham comes under 
attack from ail sides 


The Government's plan to ban 
beef on the bone had 
degenerated into complete 
shambles. It was claimed 
yesterday. Kim Sengupta and Fran 
Abrams see the new law come 
under fierce attack on its very 
first day. 


It is not the first time that a minister's rep- 
utation had foundered on a food scare, as 
Hdwina Currie could have told lack Cun- 
ningham. Yesterday, the Agriculture Min- 
ister was facing scathing criticism of his 
handling of the latest episode of the BSE 
crisis from virtually ail sides. 

Some butchers openly declared they 
would flout the new law and continue to 
supply beef on the bone to customers who 
demand iL Environmental health officers 
who are suppo; ed to police the errant 
butchers said the law could be "virtually 


impossible to enforce”. The farmers blame 
Dr Cunningham for damaging their liveli- 
hoods and have burned his effigy at 
protests. 

Yesterday, the minister flew back from 
Brussels into a gathering storm. He was also 
facing trouble with the European Union over 
his decision to ban beef imports which do 
not meet Britain's highest standards. Euro 
MFs an? pressing for immediate legal action 
a gainst Britain, arguing that one member 
state cannot invoke trade sanctions against 
others without the approval of Brussels. 

In Britain, some butchers are deter- 
mined to test and break the regulations. 
Ray Robinson of Burntwood, Walsall yes- 
terday sold three T-bone steaks. He said 
he was prepared to be prosecuted rather 
than stop selling cuts on the bone. 

Mr Robinson. 71, said: “ This is not 
about money - 1 am fighting for a princi- 
ple and 1 am prepared to go to court for 
the principle. I think it is taking personal 
liberty away to tell people what they can 
or cannot eat." 


Many butchers are ’‘storing" the 
banned cuts already paid for by the cus- 
tomers to be coiiecied Inter. Under the new 
law, this is illegal. But Paul Humbling, from 
Rickmansworth. Hertfordshire declared: 
“If that's the case, then it is just too had. 
I have got around 25 orders which have 
been paid for and will be collected for 
Christmas." 

The Chartered Institute of Environ- 
mental Health told the Commons' Agri- 
culture Committee yesterday that even if 
its members found illegal beef on sale they 
would probably not be able to proseeurc. 

The only sure method of securing evi- 
dence for a conviction wuuld be if an in- 
spector was sold such mem. and (his was 
“negligible". 

Ann Goodwin, the institute's Assistant 
Secretary said: ‘The regulations are a recipe 
for confusion and inconsistency'’ and of- 
ficials complained they had not heen ‘any- 
thing like adequately consulted" by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food over the drafting of the law. 


Wage Bill pushed 
ahead as Whitehall 
accused of low pay 


The Government Bill to 
introduce the minimum 
wage was given a second 
reading in the Commons 
last night amid claims 
that some Whitehall 
departments were guilty 
of low payment to staff. 
Colin Brown , Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says some Whitehall 
workers get as little as 
£3. 17 an hour. 

Workers across Whitehall are 
being paid rates below the ex- 
pected figure for the minimum 
wage, according to ministerial 
replies which were given as 
the legislation to stamp out low 
pay began its passage through 
the Commons. 

The Commons replies to 
David Chidgey, a Liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman, showed 
that 1,351 full-time employees 
earn between £3.17 and £439 
an hour at the Department for 
the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions. 

The Lord Chancellor’s office 
under Lord Irvine employs 202 
full-time staff on hourly rates 
ranging from £3.30 to £330. 



Margaret Becked Insists on 
a national minimum wage 


About 25 full time staff at the 
Department of Education and 
Employment earn £339 an 
hour. 

The numbers of workers 
who are earning low pay are 
small, but the fact that low pay 
exists in Whitehall was being 
used by supporters of the low 
pay legislation as a lever to seek 
a higher minim um wage. 

The Department of Health 
employs 106 full-time members 
of staff who are paid an hourly 
rate of £3.65. while 15 are paid 
between £3.66 and £3.75 an 
hour and 23 are paid up to £4. 

Mr Chidgey said the figures 
showed that the introduction of 
a minimum wage could in- 
crease the Whitehall pay bill by 
£l-5m. While his estimate is 
Open to question, it does not in- 
clude the thousands on low pay 
in the NHS hospitals. 

The Liberal Democrats will 
be seeking to amend the Bill 
during its committee stage to al- 
low greater flexibility, but Mar- 
garet Beckett, the President of 
the Board of Trade, insisted that 
the minimum wage should be 
applied as a national rate. 

The figure will be recom- 
mended to the Government 
next May by the Low Pay Com- 
mission. 

John Redwood, the Con- 
servative spokesman for Trade 
and Industry, led the Tories in 
opposing the Bill as an attack 
on jobs. He said the hotel and 
catering industries estimated 
that 90,000 jobs would go in 
their area if the minimum wag? 
were fixed at £436 an hour, and 
it would amount to 1 million job 
losses in the UK as a whole. 

“The main winner from a 
minimum wage in the private 
sector » ill be the Treasury. 
The main losers will be those 
young, unskilled or disabled 
people looking for their first 
jobs." he said. 


Robinson faces 
official complaint 


A formal complaint was lodged 
yesterday with Sir Gordon 
Downey, the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards, 
about Geoffrey Robinson’s 
non-disclosure of his interest in 
tin offshore family trust. 

Peter Lillcv. the shadow 
Chancellor, said in a letter to 
Sir Gordon yesterday that he 
understood trusts did not always 
have dose links with their 
beneficiaries. 

But he argued that the con- 
nection between the Paymaster 
General and the Orion Trust 
was particularly close because 
of Mr Robinson's alleged in- 
fluence over its share-buying 
decisions. 

OndLabotir source said last 
night that if Sir Gordon ruled 

fiat trusts should he registered 
by-’MPi" there would be no 
problem for Mr Robinson - b*- - 
cause everybody knew about his 
trust but he said lhai such 

a tti&gcoold force Conscrva- 
twe MPs tft expose any irusts 

0 


might currently be the 

• _c 


s submission to Sir 
Mr LOley cited a statc- 
de by the minister's so- 
las! week; that Mr 
n had no influence 
trust - something that 
i contradicted in week- 
spaper interviews, 
.alley also asked Sir 
if he would go beyond 
mons remit, and ex- 
ie apparent conflict of 
between the Pavmas- 
s with the Orion Trust 
linisteriai responsibil- 
ilicy towards the taxa- 
ich trusts'". 

>rdon has already told 
{ that he is unable to 
is that is a matter for 
« Minister - who has al- 

ed that Mr Robinson 
no wrong, there is no 
f interest, and that, as 
is concerned, that is 
if the matter. 

— Anthony Bevins 
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Jason was eight when his parents were tragically killed in a car accident. His sisters were 
six and two. Coming to terms with the devastating loss of your parents is hard enough 

f° r anyone. But imagine having to deal with this terrible grief, at the same time 

■ • 

l as the prospect of being separated from your brother and sister. 
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Understandably, in this case the children became very unsettled at school and started playing up. 
Bamardo's found the children foster parents who were happy to give all the children a home together. 

We try to ensure children 

AREN’T TORN APART BY 
THE DEATH OF THEIR PARENTS. 

We also provided specialist bereavement counselling and support for all the family. Happily, the foster 
parents, with our support, were able to help the children come to terms with their loss and settle down 
at school. And that's why we exist. We do whatever it takes to help any child have the best childhood 
they can. We do it through fostering, local projects and support groups 
wherever they’re needed. But most importantly, we can only do it 
through your help. 

If you would like to make a donation, please fill in the form below, or 
if you’d like to know more about Barnardo's or about how to become a 
volunteer, please call us on 0800 I 22 822. 


If children live with love, they see a future . 
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Samardc-'s -s the largest children's chanr. ,vorLin§ m ihe Ub . providing over 250 services for 30.000 children and young people. 
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Please return to: Bamardo's PO Box I, FREEPOST FY844. Ilford, Essex IG6 IBR. Of every £1 Bamardo’s spends 87p goes directly to our childcare services. 
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12/WORLD NEWS 


No apology to Australia’s 
stolen generation 


In spite of pressure from 
home and abroad, the 
Australian government 
Has declined to 
apologise to the 
thousands of Aborigines 
known as the “stolen 
generation** who were 
taken from their 
mothers, many never to 
be reunited. Robert 
Milliken reports from 
Sydney on a wound that 
will not heal. 


It took seven months to hap- 
pen. but, when it finally came 
yesterday, the one crucial word 
- Sony - was not there. The 
conservative coalition govern- 
ment. headed bv John Howard, 


announced yesterday that it 
would pay AS63m (£25m) to- 
wards reuniring divided Abo- 
riginal families, setting up a 
national archive to trace dev- 
astated communities and pre- 
serving Aboriginal languages. 

It was responding to a report 
last May of an inquiry into past 
practices of removing Aborig- 
inal children from their fami- 
lies and placing them in white 
foster homes, practices that 
the report described as geno- 
cide and crimes against hu- 
manity. But the government’s 
response ignored the report’s 
three key recommendations: 
that it make a formal apology, 
compensate the victims and in- 
augurate a “national sorry day" 
for the stolen generation. 

The issue of the “stolen 
generation" is one of the most 


traumatic that Australians have 
faced m recent times. The in- 
quuy by Sir Ronald Wilson, a 
former High Court judge, heard 
that babies and children suf- 
fered physical and sometimes 
sernal abuse in the foster 
homes that were meant to 
offer them a better future. 

Under the auspices of 
churches, and state and feder- 
al governments, the practices 
went on over 60 years, up to the 
1960s, involving an estimated 
100.000 children. The policy 
was based on the belief that the 
aboriginal race would eventu- 
ally die out. 

Over recent months, Mr 
Howard and Sir William 
Deane, the governor-general, 
have publicly made personal 
apologies for what happened to 
the “stolen generation". But Mr 


Howard's government has 
made it known that it will nev- 
er make a formal, national 
apology because it fears open- 
ing the floodgates to litigation. 
One unnamed government of- 
ficial was quoted in a Sydney 
newspaper last week suggesting 
that an apology was also inap- 
propriate because 4ft per cent 
of Australian citizens were not 
bom there, and thus knew 
nothing about what went on in 
the past. The actual proportion 
of overseas-born Australians is 
about half this figure. 

Aboriginal leaders such as 
Mick Dodson, the Aboriginal 
social justice commissioner, 
have derided such explana- 
tions as “mean-spirited excus- 
es". He said yesterday: “We 
can’t go forward unless there is 
an apology. That’s crucial." 



Displaced: (left to right) Patrick Dodson sitting with his sisters Georgina Dodson and Fay Wade along wirii friend 
Charlie Yeeda. Charlie, Georgina and Fay were stolen from their parents at an early age Photograph: Reuters 
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Malnutrition kills 6 million 

Malnutrition contributes to more than half of child deaths world- 
wide, leaving millions of survivors crippled, vulnerable to illness 
and mentally disabled, Unicef said in a report released yester- 
day. Half the children in south Asia suffer from malnutrition, as 
well as a third of children in sub-Saharan Africa, according to 
the organisation's annual “State of the World's Children" report. 

The report said that malnutrition played a role in 55 per cent 
of the nearly 12 million deaths each year of children under Bve 
in developing countries. — Reuters, Paris 


Cholera spreads in Nairobi 

The death toll from a cholera outbreak in Nairobi’s sprawling 
slum areas has climbed to over 30, prompting fears of an epidemic, 
a health worker said yesterday. Jonah Kitbeka, executive direc- 
tor of the Kenyan non -governmental organisation Provide In- 
ternational, said a combination of heavy rains, a nurses' strike, 
poor infrastructure and apathy among the authorities had made 
the outbreak the worst in over a decade. — Reuters, Nairobi 


New Czech prime minister 

Czech President Vaclav Havel will today appoint the central bank 
governor, Josef Tosovsky, as the country's new prime minister. 
Mr Havel said the administration which Mr Tosovsky would head, 
and which would have a time-limited mandate, would seek a vote 
of confidence in parliament in January. — Reuters, Prague 


Power flash from TV cartoon 

At least 311 young people were taken to hospitals in Japan yes- 
terday after watching a popular cartoon on television. Viewers 
complained of feeling ill, eye irritation and loss of vision after 
seeing one of the cartoon characters flash its eyes. 

The hospitalised viewers, ranging in age from 3 to 20, had been 
watching Fokemon, ( Pocket Monsters), based on characters in a 
video game produced by Nintendo Co. — AP, Tokyo 


Pope urged Humans catch 
to steer clear ‘bird flu' from 

of Holy Land each other 


The Arab mayor of Bethle- 
hem, himself a Raman Catholic, 
ycslerday urged Pope John Paul 
not to make a millennium pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land in 
2000. when 5 million Christians 
are expected to visit the sites as- 
sociated with the birth, life and 
death of Jesus. 

“I would not advise His Ho- 
liness to come while Hast 
Jerusalem is still under Israeli 
rule. Mayor Hanna Nasser 
told reporters. “If he can’t come 
lo Jerusalem, he can’t come to 
Bethlehem either." 

Mr Nasser distinguished be- 
tween the Pope and leaders of 
other churches. The Pope, he 
emphasised, was a head of state 
as well as the head of the Ro- 
man church, lb visit the city 
would be to endorse the Israeli 
annexation of East Jerusalem 
conquered in the 19b7 war! 
which the Palestinians aspire to 
establish as their capital. 

The mayor made clear, how- 
ever. that he was not discour- 
aging heads of other churches. 
Wth the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and the Russian Or- 
thodox patriarch have indicated 

a wish h, lead pilgrim grnups 

Whatever happens to the 1s- 
raeh- Palestinian peace process, 

, e ™ nailw determined not 
l» yield on Jerusalem. The For- 
eign Ministry spokesman. Aviv 

yesterday: 

nited Jerusalem was and is 
hL ancient capital of the Jew- 

hnwl? ■ h “" 11 "• and 

now it s going tr» he." 

which next week " 
‘-ekhrates us third Christmas 
under Palestinian rule, is plan 
nmg a big facelift for the mil- 
m “>« »inTu, 

aatiSrM 

-^I'S 67mhasa| - 

Enc Silver, Bethlehem 


The Hong Kong government 
yesterday announced a new 
and worrying development in 
the spread of the “chicken flu" 
virus which threatens to turn 
into a pandemic. It appears that 
the virus can be spread from hu- 
mans to humans, not just from 
poultry to humans. 

The implication of this find- 
ing is that it would make the 
virus, known as H5N1, more 
likely to spread quickly in com- 
munities where infection from 
poultry has taken hold. 

The two latest victims of the 
virus are a two-year-old boy and 
a three-and-a-half year old girl 
who were living in the same 
house as a five-year-old girl who 
is still in hospital being treated 
for bird flu. 

The Hung Kong authorities 
say that further tests are needed 
to confirm whether human to 
human transmission is a typical 
characteristic of Lhe virus. 

Nevertheless, additional 
monitoring and preventive mea- 
sures were announced yesterday 
both to protect Hong Kong 
people and prevent the spread 
of bird flu overseas. Both the 
World Health Organisation and 
the American-based Centres 
or Disease Control are work- 
ing closely with the Hong Kong 
authorities. " * 

Two people have so far died 
of chicken flu related illnesses, 
another seven victims have 
been identified. 

— Stephen V/nes, Hong Kong 
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Muscovites learn the 
rules and rewards of 
trolley warfare 


The first ever 
hypermarket in the 
former Soviet Union has 
opened in Moscow. As 
our correspondent 
reports, it symbolises 
the changing priorities of 
post-Communist Russia. 
While the city's polling 
booths were empty for 
municipal elections, the 
aisles were packed. 

The blue Lada in front rams 
into an errant shopping trolley 
and shunts it impatiently out of 
the way. Fair enough. With 
temperatures cold enough to 
freeze your nostril hair, only a 
fool would get out of the car any 
more often than necessary. 

Inside the store - a huge 
white and almost windowless 
concrete block not far from 
Boris Yeltsin’s city residence ~ 
there is a jam to rival Oxford 
Street in the January sales. 
Thousands of fur-clad men and 
women bump, barge, and crash 
their way around the aisles. 

Fruit and veg looks like the 
North Circular on a Monday 
morning. There is a scrum at 
frozen meats, and you cannot 
see dried fruit for a wall of fur- 
ry backs. It is a battle in mime: 
when the piped pop music 
stops, almost no one is speak- 
ing. The hush of concentrating 
minds fills the shop floor. 

Twenty-thousand people vis- 
ited Ramstore last Sunday, a 
$34ra (£2 1.25m) lUrkisb- 
financed venture in south-west 
Moscow that glories in the sta- 
tus of the former Soviet 
Union’s first genuine hyper- 
market and shopping centre. 
Admittedly, the management 
says that an astonishing 12,000 
of them were sightseeing, but 
that is understandable in a city 
where the average salary is of- 
ficially under 5300 (£187.50) a 
month. The crowd remains for- 
midable by any standards. 


For a start, it was scarcely 
shopping weather. Tempera- 
tures hovered around -20C be- 
fore plunging even lower, 
prompting the authorities to 
ban small children from going to 
sctaooL On the same day, the city 
held municipal elections which 
could have been nullified, such 
was the miserly turnout About 
29 per cent (4 per cent above the 
legal minimum) voted. 

But the weather did not 
dampen the curiosity of Mus- 
covites when it came to in- 
specting the dubious pleasures 
of consumerism. All day they 
tramped up and down the hill 
from the metro station. Clearly, 
the luxe of the market economy 
outclassed the appeal of taking 
part in an already widely dis- 
credited, obscure, and largely 
symbolic, democratic ritual. 

The last few years have 
spawned supermarkets across 
Moscow, but they are hardly 
ever crowded. Something of the 


BY PHIL 
REEVES 


atmosphere of the old Soviet 
system, in which there were spe- 
cial shops full of imported 
goods for the party top brass 
and diplomats, still survives. 
Omnipresent guards in military 
uniforms and scandalously high 
prices usually deter all but the 
newly wealthy and foreigners. 
Most Russians shop in the 
open-air markets, where prices 
depend on an ability to baggie, 
or in the dank, malodorous, 
gloom of “gastronoms” - bro- 
ken down. Soviet-era stores 
that used to be state-run. 

In the latter, shopping is 
about as pleasurable as a trip 
to the social security offices. 
You chose your item, note 
down the price, queue at a 
cashier’s to pay in return for a 


receipt, and return to collect 
your goods. Abacuses remain 
common. Credit cards are 
worthless. Customer service is 
unknown. 

When Ramstore opened last 
month, its managers discovered 
they had an im noi^l tqck qq their 
hands. They had to teach Rus- 
sians how to hyper-sbop. 

Ar first, their customers 
peeled price tags off the goods, 
and took them to the cashiers, 

just as in gastronoms. Plastic ba^ 

in Russia are still treated as 
precious; if they have any at all, 
market stall owners can rarely be 
peisraded to part with them with- 
out a fee. Unaware that here they 
were free in limitless numbers. 
Russians brought their own bas- 
kets, adding to the crush. “Our 
customers were just not familiar 
with this type of shopping,” said 
Am Bulgy, the store's ggneral di- 
rector. Nor, initially, were the 
staff. “We had a little problem at 
first,” he admitted. “But now they 
say 'spasibo' and smile.” 

But the biggest surprise is the 
top-selling item. Mr Bulgu's 
computer-print out reveals that 
it is not vodka, or bread, or 
sausage, or chocolate - or any 
other of the standard fixtures on 
a Russian dinner table. Rflnnnag, 
by for. take the biscuit, as it were. 
Having only been able to buy 
them for some four years - and 
because they are cheap - Mus- 
covites buy them by the bagful. 
Last week. Ramstore was shift- 
ing more than five tons a day. 

What conclusions can we 
draw? It is no longer realistic to 
deny that the market economy 
is advancing in parts of Russia, 
albeit largely in the capital. 
Muscovites - who 1 0 years ago 
would stand all night in queues 
for products - are no less un- 
willing to consume than anyone 
else, if they have the money. 

For Mr Bulgu. the lesson is 
as dear as the red stars that 
shine from the Kremlin: “I 
must expand as quickly as pos- 
sible. before the compel iiiuo 
arrives,” he said happily. 



Shock treatment A man plunging yesterday into Lake Komsomotskoye in Minsk, where it was -25C 


Photograph: Vksily Fedosenko 


Even wrapping up against the cold can kill 


Russia is experiencing its 
coldest winter for half a 
century. As Phil Reeves reports, 
it is causing chaos. 


Children under 1 1 have been ordered 
not to go to school. Metal cables that 
power Moscow's trolley buses have 
frozen and snapped. Hundreds of 
people have been treated for frostbite 
and hypothermia and one person has 
been killed by a felling icicle. 

Few nations are more hardened to 
hostile weather Lhan Russia, whose 
deep chill wrecked Napoleon’s army 
and kepi the Nazis at bay. But even 


this tough country is struggling against 
a cold snap that has sent the mercury 
plunging to -32C in Moscow, freez- 
ing to death five people in one night. 

There has been no repetition, of- 
ficials say, of an incident on New 
Year’s Eve several years ago when a 
woman bad to be cut out of her frozen 
nylon stockings. But problems there 
have been aplenty. The last time the 
capital had such cold weather was in 
1940. when temperatures hit an all- 
time low of -42.2C. Since then car 
ownership has risen, but driving skills 
have noL Of 25 people run over in 
Moscow during this cold snap, police 
attribute 17 to the amount of cloth- 
ing worn by drivers - who can barely 


move behind the wheel - and the 
hearing difficulties of fur-hat- 
wearing pedestrians with their 
earflaps down. 

Russians are no less fascinated 
than the British by their climate. This 
month the magazine Stolusa devoted 
an article to the subject which in- 
cluded the claim that in the winter 
more people die in their cars having 
sex. This, the author alleged, is be- 
cause they leave their engines running 
to keep warm, killing themselves 
with carbon monoxide. 

More plausibly, the magazine also 
revealed lhat the women who run 
Moscow's street stalls wear up to four 
pairs of underpants to keep out frost- 


bite. One of the products that the 
women were selling yesterday was ice 
cream, which Russians cat in any 
weather, despite their conviction that 
cold drinks give you a cold. While they 
continued to work despite the weath- 
er. so did the widely loathed traffic 
police who carried on flagging down 
cars for fines or bribes. 

The police can expect to be bus)' 
in the spring. When the snow melts 
each year, they find the corpses of 
homeless or drunk people who are 
among the dozens who freeze to death 
in the open air. These, in the grim ar- 
got of the force, are known as “snow- 
drops”. This year is certain to be no 
exception. 
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The 'best buy 1 200M-2 provides 
even more power and is in fact raster 
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Technology and a massive WMb RAM. 


FREE 56K MODEMS 


It also induces e*.-ra creisaied 
software zr.i games udes c: CD 

The new 233M-2 s r.sen prr.ices 
the hi^ies: pedamance features a 
large; o 'Co hard crive and a PCTY 
system, with TefereK. -Ail sxBBBS alsa 
bidude IBM Spealzr.g GOLD 
voice recognition snfr*are. 

But remember vou -"ust yrx: 
early this week i; da ; T » :u r 
Rociwefi 56K -oi:e mccem 


233M-2 Power Pro PC 

'Szrxt fxorro 
rnox. ■S’ frwc RAT.' 
i-u acrxra ssrure 

x. 5es 5.-, ax?- - -:- | j * 

rroofi aaff. 1 ? ar trr:- ML* i* fyHi 

- fessr £US*san 

£1397 08 

- =: TV r.*r-> .s 


EPSON 600 PRINTER 


42 UK Showrooms 



K 

ml 

i 

wf 


Tssmsssmsm 


Deposit 


NO Payments 

for C rrsorrttrm 

NO Interest 

n fully repiud in 6 month* 




The ideal way lo give a mobile phone is 
in our all inclusive package. One with 
all the important features. Not just a 
handset, battery and recharger, but 
also the connection charge and the line 
rental. That way the person you give it 
tu doesn't end up paying more for their 
present than you did. 

At a single price of £149.99 or 
£219.99. we will provide you 
with every thing you need to 
make sure vuur loved ones 
keep speaking to you over 
the nexi 18 months. 

And you'll even be giving 
them up to £5 of inclusive calls 
each month to do just that 

Make sure the only surprises you give 
this Christmas are pleasant ones. 

For more information and lo order, please 
telephone 

0800 216 613 

between 8.30am - 8pm Monday to Friday 
and 9am - 4pm at weekends, quoting 
the reference number shown below. 
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For sale: one prime location with dramatic prospects 
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Stuck for ideas this Christmas...? 


WIN a Hewlett Packard Pavilion 3130 Multimedia home 
PC, Microsoft software bundle and £150 to spend on 

www.e-christmas.com 


The future of the Old 
Vic site hangs in the 
balance. Sealed bids are 
on the table, but hidden 
beneath the headlines is 
an untold story. 
Whoever buys It will also 
decide the fate of the 
National Theatre's jewel 
in the crown: its Studio. 
David Benedict investigates. 




Haw you been wandering around 
your local high street chinking about 
what presents to buy for Chr i s tma s' 


Why not tike ic easy and order on 
the new Internet website, 
www. e -chn sonasxom. which brings 
the finest shops across the UK and 
Europe into your fiving room via 
your PC. 


packages such as UK lnfapedfa. FJFA 
97 and Sim City, together with 3 
months free Internee access with 

Internet service provider PIPEX. 
The women will each get £150 to 
spend on www.e<hristmas com. 


The e-christmas website has been 


To encer this competition simply dial 
the number below, answer the 
following question on Hne and have 
your name and full address 


designed by Microsoft. VISA and 
Hewlett Packard to overcome many 


Hewlett Packard to overcome many 
of the perceived complexities of 
buying over the Internet including 
language, payment shipping and 
delivery issues. Purchases are 
delivered the next day by UPS - 
whose onfine tracking facility allows 
you to check the defivery status of 
your purchase. 


Q: Who is the internee sendee 
provider offering 3 months free! 
Internee access? 


Call 0930 525223 


The e-chi'istnus website Is open 
uid mid January and on be 
reached on www.e^hrbmasxom. 


We have two Pavilion 3130 
Multimedia PCs to win. Each comes 
with a 200MH: Intel MMX Pentium 
processor, I6MB‘s 5D RAM. 2GB - s 
hard disk. 16 speed CD-ROM player, 
super fast modem lor quick internet 
access. Windows 95 keyboard and 
15" monitor with stereo speakers. 


fire Portion Home PC range o 
aw*j«e from: flyte. Currys, Dixora. 
John lewis. PC World. Staples & Tempo. 


For further information.' 


The Software bundle includes 
Microsoft Work*. Ouidben financial 
package. Calculator. Easyphoco, 
reference and entertainment 


Hewten Packard preduca 
0990 474747 


Microsoft products 
QMS 002000 
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Bloody but unbowed. Sir Peter 
Hall is scouring London for a 
new home for his repertory 
company. His much -vaunted 
scheme to rejuvenate Lilian 
Baylis's beloved Old Vic by 
presenting a healthy mix of 
classics and new plays 
foundered within a year. Ac- 
cording to the story that was 
bruited abroad when he began 
his adventure, Ed and David 
Mirvish, the theatre’s Canadi- 
an owners, told him that he 
didn't need to make money. 
They were not, however, in the 
business of losing it hand over 
fist. Less than a year in, they 
pulled the plug and put the 
theatre up for sale. 

Before anyone leaps to Lhe 
conclusion that these guys must 
be a pair of money-grabbing 
Philistines, it should be point- 
ed out that, since they bought 
the theatre in 1982, the Vic has 
enjoyed its successes, but it has 
also been dark far long periods. 
Significantly for Hall’s brave 
reign. Jonathan Miller’s now fa- 
mous Classics season (which 
launched the careers of Richard 
Jones, Alex Jennings and count- 
less others) resulted in critical 
triumphs but financial disaster. 
As Lady Bracknell (almost) 
said, “To lose one investment 
could be regarded as a misfor- 
tune. To lose both looks like 
carelessness.” Careless the 
Mirvishes were not. The word 


“philanthropic" is nearer the 
mark, when you consider what 
they did with the less famous 
part of the property, ie the vast 
annexe that crouches over the 
Old Vic box-office across the 
road from the theatre itself. 

Since 1 984. this slab of Fifties 
functionalism has housed the 
National Theatre Studio, the 
shy, unheralded heart of 
the National's present 
and future. It's the 
nerve-centre where 
writers, directors and 
actors dream, plan and 
develop new ideas, 
hone their craft and 
learn new skills and is. 
quite simply, invaluable. 
Everyone you can think 
of, from Peter Brook to 
Patrick Marber (and 
plenty you have yet to 
hear about), has led or 
taken part in workshops 
or been a wrilcr-in-res- 
idence there. Astonish- 
ingly, the Studio has 
occupied this enormous 
three-storey site (plus 
basement) completely 
rent-free. But the gravy train is 
about to hit the buffers: together 
with the Old Vic, the annexe too 
is up for sale. 

There has been a striking 
lack of industry gossip about 
possible purchaser. In a 
breathless News of the World- 
style exclusive, the trade paper 
The Stage announced that the 
dub-owner Alan Whitehead 
planned to turn the I.OUO-scai 
theatre into London's first lap- 
dancing venue. Then. 12 daw 
ago. the Studio's director Sue 
Higginson was surprised to see 
Lord Lloyd-Webber peering 
through ihc door to her 
office, asking if he could look 
round the building. Hk visit was 
swiftjy followed by one from his 
second-in-command; but, for 
reasons unknown. Lloyd- 
Webber is now believed to have 


formally withdrawn his bid. At 
the end of last week, a New- 
castle industrialist allegedly 
came into the frame with plans 
to create a London home for 
both the D’Oyly Carte and the 
English Shakespeare Company 
but, with sealed bids submitted 
weeks ago. such press reports 
are mere speculation. What re- 


As Higginson sagely observes: 
“I’m sure there are men with 
bulldozers who are very inter- 
ested in a prime site.” A com- 
mercial buyer could quite 
sensibly fund plans for the 
theatre by demolishing the an- 
nexe for development. leaving 
the Studio out on the street. The 
only guarantee the National has 



mams a matter of worrying fact 
is that none of the interested 
parties has yet announced what 
they will do with the Studio. 

Desperate to secure its fu- 
ture, the National Theatre 
board has submitted a bid for 
the annexe alone, but the site 
may well not be sold separate- 
ly. Moreover, the RNT's bid is 
hased on a “current usjige" val- 
uation rather than on the site’s 
worth in development terms. 
TTic property, complete with a 
highly useful car-park, is un- 
listed. Worse .still, as anyone will 
tell you. the three things to con- 
sider when buying property are: 
location, location and location 
- and the Old Vic site is hot. 

Waterloo has been reborn in 
the past few years: restaurants 
have sprang up, made a killing 
and have already been sold on. 


is a four-month notice period. 

In terms of mounting a sur- 
vival campaign, the Studio is a 
victim of its low profile. The 
work that goes on there is 
about process, not product, ft 
is privately funded and thus free 
of the pressure of having to 
achieve “results”. Develop- 
mental and experimental in the 
widest sense, its work isn't ob- 
viously newsworthy and. outside 
the confines of the profession, 
remains an untold story. 

Higginson sees the Studio as 
an oxygen-supplier to the NT's 
lifeblood, mu a luxury, some 
haphazard organisation in 
which artists fool around with 
the right to fail. She and two 
deputius oversee 22 projects a 
year, with u total budget of 
MfMjlfK!. Teams of actors, di- 
rectors and teachers have done 


residencies in Lithuania, South 
i Africa and Edinburgh, and last 
week saw Barrie Rutter work- 
ing on on unperformed Dryden 
drama with a company of Asian 
actors. But the thrust of the Stu- 
dio's work is new writing. The 
extraordinary 1994-95 Royal 
Court Upstairs season, which 
pole-vaulted the likes of Sarah 
Kane. Joe PenhaJI. 
Judy Upton, Nick 
Grosso and Judilh 
Johnson into the the- 
atrical stratosphere 
and made Stephen 
Daldiy’s name as a 
playwriting entrepre- 
neur. was in fact co- 
produced with the 
National Theatre Stu- 
dio, which runs relays 
of writers on eight- 
week residencies. 

The best illustra- 
tion nl the seed-hed 
approach is the case of 
Rjlriek Marber. alter- 
nalivc comedian 
turned prize-winning 
playwright. His agent 
persuaded Higginson 
to see him doing stand-up. Fas- 
cinated. she invited him in for 
a eup or tea and a chat. “I 

thought we have lo work with 

hun so 1 asked hi «w and he said 
Wininap.ib school. 
J" al ‘ M,,n,, P" f y mon- 
and . I,c rc Plicd. -No. real 
rwkcrpJayerx real money.’ I 

“or 5£ ;T V sluJi, ‘.vouTe 

r a th? h . h ? n,e y PP ar *» 
was that he had a play lurking 

around in him but didn't know 

quite how to get it.Hii.Soat the 

end oi a two-week improvisa- 
lKm ****** he a>ked 

c lc ^ ,n S his fingers bfi- 


i we can see that this is a kitchen 
and then this is a restaurant? W: 

were so sucked into it we'd com- 
pletely forgotten it was all im- 
provised and he was just 
bringing the scene to a close. 
That was how it started." 

Of course, this is not the only 
place where writers develop 
ideas, but it’s rare to find an or- 
ganisation that can then place 
scripts in production not just at 
the National but at theatres 
across the country. The Studio 
is unique in its breadth and 
scope: Theatre de Complicite’s 
early shows, and its interna- 
tionally successful Street of Croc- 
odiles. all began life there; 
singers from ENO's Contem- 
porary Opera Studio regularly 
go there to learn acting tech- 
niques: a musical adaptation of 
Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory is currently 
under development there. 

“Rankly, it's driving me 
nuts,” sighs Higginson of the 
Studio’s uncertain future. 
Forced to play the waiting 
game, she has frozen all future 
work beyond February. She is 
facing the hard feet that the Na- 
tional Theatre Studio is a com- 
plete anomaly. “We're privately 
funded, yet we’re pan of a big 
national company. We have 
our own building but, hey, we 
don't have to earn any money 
from box-office or produce any 
work for people to assess in or- 
der to justify our existence. We 
tram but we’re not a training 
school, we’re here for the pro- 
fession. All those elements 

make us veiy, very unusual." 

She smiles and shrugs. “It’s 
horribly boring. Trevor Nunn 
loves us. The National’s board 
loves us. The Mirvishes have 
been fantastically good... It . 

wouidjust a pi y we - 

fooVT? 1 ^ eraar,c clinches it the 
Understatement of the:-: 
2J ar Awand to the National '/ 

Theatre Studio’s Sue Higginson. . 
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I Underwire pistachio lace bra, £31, and I ace knickers, 
£25, by Huit, available from BerrtaJIs, Kingston on 
Thames, and branches nationwide. Stockist enquiries: 
0171-631 3157 


2 White paek-of-three camisoles, £12; pack-of-three high- 
cut knickers, £9, ail by Muji, 27 Oxford Street, London 
Wl and branches nationwide. Stockist enquiries: 

0171-323 2208 


3 Nude underwire bra, £16.00; high-leg knickers, £9.00, ail 
by Warner. Available from Selfridges, Oxford Street, 
London Wl, Dickins and Jones, Regent Street, London 
Wl, other House of Fraser stores and major department 
stores. Stockist enquiries: 0115 979 5796 


4 Black firework underwire bra, £50; firework brief; £25; 
and firework suspender, £30, ail by Agent Provocateur, 6 
Broad wick Street, London Wl and 16 Pont Street, 
London SWI. Mail-order: 01483 204469; stockist 
enquiries: 0171-439 0229 


Stylist: Charlie Harrington 

Hair and Make-up: Alex Babsky at Mandy Coakley 
Model: Natasha Elms at Select 
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Men, they just don’t get it, do they? 


ects 


. Men buying underwear 
b for women. What a 


business. Mostly they 
are either painfully 
embarrassed or painfully 
wrong. How do you do 
better? Allow our 
Ms Blanchard to assist you. 
Photographs by 
Sheridan Morfey. 


“You feel like such a pervert.'’ 
Thai seems to be the consen- 
sus of the men I talked to on 
the subject of buying underwear 

Jfor the women in their life. 

7 Men. it seems, have only just 
come to terms with the buying 
of their own underwear, so it is 
hardly surprising that they feel 
as though the entire queue at 
M&S is staring at them as they 


clutch their lacy bra and knick- 
er set, blushing the closer they 
get to the counter. They might 
as well be wearing the damn 
things, they are so embarrassed. 
“The whole act of buying 
women's underwear is thor- 
oughly unpleasant,” adds one 
hapless underwear shopper. 
“People always think you are 
buying it for yourself." 

One of the main problems 
for men in search of a little bit 
of naughty luxury is that they 
cannot trust their own judg- 
ment About anything. When it 
comes to cup sizes, colour or 
style of knicker, they are clue- 
less. Tangas, G-strings or hip 
buggers, they're all the same to 
most men. And the mere men- 
tion of the word “gusset” brings 
them out in a cold sweat. 
“What size is the lady?" asks the 
assistant. “Oh, about your size," 
the guy replies, without more 


Between the 
top drawer and 
the top shelf 


than a second glance or indeed 
a pause to compare the size of 
his elephantine partner with this 
waifish young woman who is 
ringing up “A" cups and size 
small smalls as he speaks. 

A few years ago. there was 
little room between the plain 
and practical (Jockey. Hanro or 
Calvin Klein) and the tawdry 
and tacky (Ann Summers). 
These day's, however, the lin- 
gerie market has boomed. Lit- 
tle boutiques specialising in 
luxurious lace confections are 
springing up from Mayfair to 
Caveat Garden. 

Agent Provocateur, the label 
set up by Joe Cone and Serena 
Rees three years ago selling 
saucy underwear and fluffy' 
slippers, has spread its wings and 
expanded from sleazy' Soho to 
upmarket Knightsbridge. 
Then there 


labels like the French brand 
HuiL specialising in underwear 
that is feminine and pretty 
without going over the top with 
ribbons, bows and ruffles. These 
arc scants that are practical as 
well as pleasing to the eye. a bal- 
ance that is surprisingly difficult 
to achieve. Shapes are sporty 
with halrer-neck bras, detach- 
able straps and seamless bras, 
but in powder puff blue, mint 
green or bright yellow. 

Another practical option - 
and part of any model s kit of 
essentials - is nude underwear. 
All the major underwear com- 
panies make lingerie that looks 
invisible and has as few seams 
and lines as possible. Men hate 
them. They say they look like 
surgical appliances. Perhaps 
they do. but they 
are the closest 

thing to wear- 
ing nothing 


under vour clothes, but with all 
the support of more heavy-duty 
underwear. 

When women buy under- 
wear for their girlfriends, either 
platonic or otherwise, they usu- 
ally opt for something plain, 
simple and anion. Men could 
take note and save themselves 
j Jot of embarrassment. No 
frills, no hiss, just a sporty bru 
or a pair of knickers that have 
a wide elastic waistband, or a 
comfortable look, usually in 
black, white or grey, and veer- 
ing towards the masculine side 
of underwear. 

Muji make good quality, 
minimal camisoles and knick- 
ers that have no trills whatso- 
ever but are less brutal than a 
pair of Jockeys. And you real- 
ly won’t feel like a pervert 
wailing in the queue. 


HOW TO GET IT RIGHT IN THE LINGERIE DEPARTMENT 


I. Before even stepping 
into u lingerie department 
or specialised store, be- 
come a Peeping Tom. Take 
a look into your loved one’s 
underwear drawer, find her 
favourite bra and check 
the size. Then look at the 
knickers and do the same. 


2. While practising the 
Peeping Tom routine, it's 
w'orth checking the pre- 
ferred colours, shapes and 
styles. Ask yourself: is it un- 
derwired or not? Are there 
G-strings, or hip-huggers? 
Control panels? Lace? Cot- 
ton? Black, while, red pis- 
tachio or cream? 


3. Armed with this knowl- 
edge. decide what style of 
underwear to go for. Re- 
member. it’s got to be spe- 
cial. so basic cotton briefs. 
| unless they arc by Hanro) 
are not advisable. Think 
about what will make her 
fed sexy, not what you think 
is sexy. The two may be very 
different. Sexy is black lace 
high-leg knickers and a 
matching bra which cre- 
ates or enhances the cleav- 
age. it’s not teeny weeny 
wisps of chiffon, with no 
support and little comfort. 


ping - not your secretary or 
mother. 


4. Take a female friend with 
an impartial attitude shop- 


5. The final option is the 
easy way out, but it will also 
go down a treat. Luxury lin- 
gerie store Rigby & Peller 
offer gift vouchers, at de- 
nominations of £25, £50, 
£75 and £100. The recipient 
can visit the stare at any 
time, have a specialised bra 
fitting and buy the under- 
wear of her choice. It’s ail 
gorgeous, and a correctly 
fined bra does wonders for 
the bust line. A good bra 
costs about £75. a made-to- 
measure bra costs from 
£ 200 . 






Joe Corre is famous for two 
things: his punk parents and 
his underwear emporium. 
Agent Provocateur. 

Here he telis us why he is so 
interested in ladies’ knickers. 




When our first \hop opened three 
years ago in Bro.idwiek Street. Soho, 
it looked just as 1 had expected it to 
However, the personal sense ol 
achievement was far more intense 
than ? had expected. This was en- 
tirely due to the reaction we re- 
ceived from the public. Typical 
:• responses were. "Fantastic, fi- 
nally someone has upened the 
shop i have always been looking 
for.” or "1 just popped in to say I 
Low You!" In addition, we also had 
people spit on the window whilst 
ranting Christian ethics at us. The 
reason that these reactions were im- 


portant to me was that each and 
every decision made in creating 
Agent Provocateur was a personal 
one. with the sole aim of trying to 
create a personal, sexy, fantasy en- 
vironment and then share it with Lhe 
puhtre. This in itself is in stark con- 
trast with the usual mathematical 
marketing process by which most 
businesses open, it is what makes the 
difference between a personal ex- 
perience. where the customer has 
some empathy with the creator, or 
a mass impersonal experience that 
one would find on the high street. 

I have been asked many times why 
1 got involved in ladies underwear, 
rhe truth is that I love women and 
their pure sexual femininity. Once a 
lady came to my shop to return a gift 
iJjh! had been given to her by a male 
friend. She said she had to return it 
because she was a feminist and was 
therefore unable to wear sexy un- 
derwear! 


What a shame that she did not 
understand the power and advantage 
that lies in being different to a man 
instead of either trying to be the 
same as men or simply opting to have 
no sexuality at all. 

Growing up, I don’t remember 
any particular interest in ladies un- 
derwear although I was surround- 
ed to an extent by sexual imagery. 
2 suppose the earliest time I can re- 
member being interested in knick- 
ers was when 1 was about 1U years 
old. riding in the back of Steve 
Jones's car (Sex Pistols guitarist ). He 
used to collect the knickers from ali 
the girls he had slept with which 
were stuffed in every crevice. I re- 
member pulling out this pair oF leop- 
ard-skin knickers which 1 promptly 
pul in my pocket and nicked because 
they were so exotic and interested 
my curiosity so much. 

I think underwear is like outer- 
wear in that vou need different 


looks for different occasions, always 
bearing in mind, however, that sex 
could be on the agenda. 

When we design our collections, 
we think about creating garments 
that have an effect in shaping a more 
feminine siihoueilc. We also exper- 
iment a lot with colour and fabric. 
But we never base decisions on what 
is commercial or trendy, only on what 
we think makes a woman look more 
sexy. I cannot sell things 1 do not per- 
sonally like. 


Seam and heel stockings, £8; 
fishnet stockings, £8; sheer 
knickers with suspenders, £25; 
maribou mules, £55, all from 
Agent Provocateur. For mail- 
order, ring 01483 268888 
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BELOVED AND BONK 

Diary of a divorce 


The thing everybody says to you when you’re dumped is “youTl* 
find-someone-else". It becomes the conclusion to every con- 
versation and evciy expression of sympathy. When you hear 
that little mantra you feel like a recent amputee being told that 
they will grow new legs- It's just an impossibility. And, like every 
other emotional amputee. I felt my limbs were gone forever 
when Beloved left me. Sure I could master pretty serviceable 
walking on a pair of wooden legs * but I*d never dance. 

That was last month. Now I'm contemplating learning the 
pasa Doble and Gymnastic Disco. I've sprouted new legs, the 
only problem is that having grown so fast and so long they still 
wobble a little. 

The snag with Bolts From The Blue such as the one which 
hit me and VNC (my new Very Nice Chap) is that there isn’t 
any preliminary mucking about to break you in to being half 
of a pair. No tentative courting, no gentle dawning of affec- 
tion over the course of umpteen visits to the cinema and a bit 
of han'l-holding over a dinner table. You can't pretend, you can’t 
play hard to get. You just have to cope with the fact that you 
are suddenly connected at some profound level with a person 
who you have only just meL You know what their innermost 
thoughts are. you know the song they are singing in their head 
(it’s the same as the one in yours: Bangles “if She Knew What 
She Wants”), but you don't know if they listen to Radio 4 aL 
breakfast or how to spell their surname. And it's all a bit of a 
shock.. 

The most scary part of course is that the stakes are so high. 
This isn't like falling in love at J6 with no responsibilities be- 
yond getting your homework done and remembering to feed 
your hamster. VNC can't be a little escapist fun because I have 
two kids, sundry animals and a mortgage resting on my back 
and I can't afford to fall over. And with all those attachments 
I'm certainly not a merry little fling for VNC- It's potentially 
Vfery Serious. We should be taking things Very Slowly and Care- 
fully. But that's impossible with Bolts From The Blue. You just 
have to get on with It. 

So in the interests of getting Buster and Bunny used to the 
newly-joined pair of socks that is me and VNC we took a huge 
plunge and all went to France for the weekend. The dynamics 
of this situation were of course potentially horrific. Buster and 
Bunny, in addition to vying with each other for my attention, 
now perceived another competitor in VNC. I, of course, want- 
ed to lavish attention on him without any interference from them. 
Poor VNC meanwhile, having never had children, had no idea 
of the hotbed of vice and intrigue into which he had fallen. 

When it comes to baptisms of fire, our weekend in Hon- 
fleur was hot enough to hard-glaze stoneware. Bunny and Buster 
kept up a constant interchange of violence and insult from the 
moment we got on the ferry. Bunny sulked right the way through 
a meal in the best restaurant in town, creating an atmosphere 
akin to that in the anterooms of the electric chair. Buster gave 
full expression to his Celtic temper, throwing various objects 
across the hotel room whenever he lost at cards. This gave me 
the neccssaiy light-the-blue-toucb-paper stimulus to show who 
he inherited it from. Both of them managed to knock on our 
bedroom door at extremely crucial moments during the night 
with requests to solve entirely spurious problems, lost socks, 
phantom tummy, TV shows being broadcast in French. 

And then driving home from Portsmouth, at half past eleven 
at night on a godforsaken bit of road in the pouring rain, the 
clutch went on my car. We were transported home in the back 
of a truck with Bunny pinning VNC into-a particularly nasty 
Yoga position with her dead sleeping weight. 

If ever a lightning bolt was going to go a bit flaccid and im- 
potent in the face of the cold splash of imperfect reality it was 
during those three days. But it didn't. In feet the magic blue 
fire spilled over a little on to the kids and there were moments 
when all four of us were outlined in its neon: VNC and Buster 
pretending to abscond with the praline and truffles we’d just 
bought from the chocolarier, playing charades over croissants 
in a cafe; deliberately crashing our dodgems into each other 
on a night cold enough to freeze Hell. 

No doubt about iL Fate's done it’s work. We just need to 
catch up with iL 

SteviC Morgan 
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In Fitzrovia, a young woman 
savours the new aromatherapy 
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A good cigar is a 
celestial indulgence 
rarely seen. Squeezed . 
out by economic sanity 
and olfactory puritanism 
it has become a lost 
pleasure. But in 
London's West End 
Nicole Veash sniffs 
something in the air: the 
rich perfume of Havana. 


A pinstriped suit, maximum 
decolktage and a huge Havana 
cigar. Is this the very image of 
Girl Power for the millennium? 
The smart money says no, for 
that was Ginger Spice at the 
Spice World, movie premiere on 
Hiesday night, and the smart 
money says that her besi days 
may not He ahead. 

But in much less time than 
it takes to enjoy a decent Hav- 
ana. you can cross Soho to a 
place where Sybil Gosselin has 


seen the future: it involves lots 
of women and it smokes - in 
heavy, aromatic swirls. 

Earlier this year we were 
bombarded with images of 
Claudia Schiffer. Demi Moore 
and even the health -conscious 
Madonna, puffing on fat Hav- 
anas, and that provoked ( or re- 
flected) a great explosion *.*t 
cigar bars in New York. Two 
months ago, in what used to he 
the White Tower, a rather re- 
gal Greek restaurant where 
Princess Margaret has been 
known to dine. Gosselin 
opened the Number One Cig- 
ar Club of London, and invit- 
ed in the city boys and girls who 
always hankered for a Havana. 

Sybaritically smoking in our 
photograph is Christina Gra- 
ham, l 4 ? years old, enjoying the 
pleasures of her club. She is at 
ease though she says that peo- 
ple definitely stare when she 
smokes cigars. "They think I am 
being deliberately vampish. 



Above, the lady is a smoker - Christina Graham at her 
club. Left, the lady is a vamp - Ginger Spice needs a 
light. Main photograph: John Voos. Photograph: PA News 



And needless to say, when cig- 
ars are offered around after a 
dinner I am almost always left 
oul People assume as a girl you 
just don’t smoke them." 

But Sybil Gosselin is an 
emancipator: "J know from ex- 
perience that the taste appeals 
not only to the male palate. 
That's why I am trying to en- 
courage women to try cigars. 
Cigar smoking is one of the 
good things in life, il is like dis- 
covering a fine wine. 


Since the dub opened, more 
Lhan 100 people, including 25 
women, have joined and Sybil 
hopes that they will have 600 
members by the end of the next 
year.'But a virgin smoker does 
not have lo commit to mem- 
bership. The place is also a bar 
and restaurant. “Some people 
genuinely want to try and ac- 
quire a taste for dgars, others 
join because it is fashionable, " 
she says. There are 100 types of 
cigar on offer, from fat Monte 
Cristos to torpedo-shaped Co- 
hibas and the romantically 
named Romeo y Julieta. 

“We buy all our cigars from 
Hunters and Frankau. one of 
the oldest cigar importers in the 
country," says Sybil. “When 
you take into account different 
brands and sizes, there are 
about KtHl cigars in all. I would 


recommend you start with one 
of our most popular brands.” 

Cigars may be her passion 
but shipping is Sybil Gosselin's 
main business. “I go to Cuba 
several times a year for my 
tanker business and 1 just 
couldn’t help being enticed by 
the idea of dgars. And the more 
I tried them, the more I realised 
I loved the taste.” From early 
on Sybil took her cigar smok- 
ing seriously. “It started as a 
hobby,” she says, “and it has 
ended in me founding this dub, 
although this is still a sideline 
for me.” 

As far Ginger Spice: we 
see her holding the agar. But 
did she ever smoke it? 




The No. I Cigar Club of Lon- 
don, 1 Percv Street , London 
m. Tet 0171-636 8141 
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Celebrate advent and cavort for the full moon 


There are many ways to 
celebrate the glories of 
midwinter and feei the 
spirit of the Lord or just 
feel the spirit. Rob Stepney 
sees Reverend Geraint 
ap lorwerth do most 
of them. 

It is the night of the Yuleiidc 
full moon, and in celebration a 
circle dunce is in full rotation 
in Ihe church hall of the mid- 
Wales village of Pcnnal. The 
Reverend Geraint ap lorw- 
erth. the local rector, is an en- 
thusiastic participant - despite 
the fact that the inspiration for 
this ritual is entirely pagan. 

The day had been still and 
raw, the ribbons of smoke from 
the small cottage chimneys 
barely lifting off the valley 
floor. Just before the dance be- 
gan the moon made on ap- 
pearance. veiled by high cloud, 
but undeniable. Stepping out 
with the best of them, ap lor- 
werth was pleased to celebrate 
her splendour, the cycle of the 
seasons and the power of na- 
ture in a series of dances which 
drew on pre-Christian. Hindu 
and Jewish traditions. 

“I helicve in and celebrate 
all the festivals of the Anglican 
calendar," says ap lorwerth. 
But his wider philosophy is to 
encourage any decent-hearted 
spirituality, whatever its well- 
springs. and especially if it in- 
cludes an dement of what his 
forthcoming book Honest ft? 
Goddess will call the “divine 
feminine", in worship. And by 
this he means to emphasise in- 
tuition intimacy, feeling and the 
wisdom present in all religions 
and spiritual paths. 

In her brief introduction to 
the dance, Claire Jenkins 
speaks of the unity of creation, 
the healing power of love and 
the energy that through us cun 
link the earth and the heavens. 
Clearly, none of these ideas is 


alien to the Anglican Church. 
But the context in which they 
are expressed would not be eas- 
ily recognised. 

The 25 circle dancers are 
drawn from a range of faiths 
and none. There are Buddhists, 
elders from the Quaker move- 
ment. adherents of a New Age 
meditation group, Christians 
and those of a pagan persuasion 
who would never set fool in the 
church, but for whom this 
church hall is neutral ground. 


cal theologian of the Orthodox 
faith. On each wall of the rec- 
tory itself is a Green Man rep- 
resenting the fecundity of 
vegetation. And the village 
Church of St Peter ad Vincu- 
la. which has seen the celebra- 
tion of a Shinto wedding with 
a Buddha placed on the altar, 
gives space lo the sacred texts 
of all the major world religions. 

Pcnnal is a small communi- 
ty where south and north Wales 
meet, and that is a faultline 


tact people in a way that is 
deeper and more open. It is not 
the same as in Wokingham." 

Liz Butler, a teacher from 
Machynlleth, at a circle dance 
lor the first time, was broadly 
approving oft he efforts to find 
common ground between very 
diflcrcm approaches to spiri- 
tuality. “All religions have a way 
i*» God. For us. Christianity is 
the one. Bui as far as possible, 
we should worship together." 
she savs. 
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Will you, won't you ... Reverend Geraint ap lorweth, above right, joins the dance 

Photograph. Steve Peake 

tat has brought them to- which, historically, has been al- v.., 

k..:. ■ . 0.1 IHU CverVom. Ik. r-nnt. 


What has brought them to- 
gether is a shared need for cel- 
ebration and community, and 
a broad-mindedness which up 
lorwerth has done much to en- 
courage. 

The eclectic spirituality uf 
the place is evident as you dri- 
ve down the Dvfi valley from 
Machynlleth. Entering Pcnnal, 
visitors are greeted by the large 
circled cross of Celtic Chris- 
tianity in the Rectory garden. 
Next to it is an informal chape! 
in a Russian style which con- 
tains a memorial altar screen u • 
Bulgakov, who was a prominent 
though some would say hcrcii- 


most as quake-prone as any 
border between the English 
and Welsh. Bu i il was also a siie 
of reconciliation when Owuin 
Glvndwr brought together the 
splintered factions of his hi ime- 
land and was declared Prince of 
a free Wales in the 1400s. 


>ci not everyone iscontent 
wnh the way Ihc fallal church 
has wwlnped in ap lorwerth’s 

.’c * u ™ ,r - 71w Qxfofd- 
h^'d Fellowship u f Si Alhan 

ui r 1 • K ‘^ US * v, hv» li ntned him 
Uic Bulgakov screen and several 
ivms. have sent a sniffy letter 

Sf«^ an i Ihc i r P ro P cr - 


It is bringing together which tvC^ h^auv ihev^l' 

Gera an i ap lorwerth is keen to ill he Ilkc 

foster. Aided bv the snirii ,»C ih.- , ... d w,lh l *w “un- 


_ • - - - - u.1 

foster. Aided by the spirit of the 
place, he seems lo be succeed- 
ing. As Bernard Condmn.once 
a mechanical engineer in Berk- 
shire. says: \ou dn change 
when you conic to the valley. 
Yiu kise your cynicism ami eon- 


.wsk i — un- 

•'rthudm presentation oFChris- 
Hanriy encountered on a visit. 

vdl . r h a J C ? riS,ians inthe 
5,*^' * bn I W something sim. 

Jn d have chosen to worship 
m n lh ,. r churches nearby 
rhey say “1 vo got mv l.-cuc -,1\ 


am happy with Him’. And that 
is fair enough,” ap lorwerth 
commences. “From the other 
side there are probably also 
Mother Goddess fundamen- 
talists who object to her being 
christianised." And no one 
knows what the Anglican hier- 
archy will make of the publi- 
cation of Honest lo Goddess, 
which has a title chosen to 
evoke memories of Bishop 
Robinson’s Honest to God 
which rocked the C of E when 
it appeared in the Sixties. But, 
ap lorwerth believes, there is no 
alternative to building bridges. 

The question of whether 
the conventional Anglican 
church is dying evokes a wry 
smile. “H is already dead,", be 
says. “With only 2 per cent of 
the population regular com- 
municants, it is on the verge of 
meeting the American defini- 
tion of a cult. 

“But the decline of conven- 
tional religion does cot mean 
there is no spirituality. Some- 
where in the Universe is a 
source which transmutes suf- 
fering and pain, and the mys- 
tery Of What it is tO be hu man 

can never be adequately ex- 
plained by reason alone. We 
need a symbolic way of per- 
ceiving ourselves ’ami out 
world. The soul needs images 
to breathe and grow, and it is 
that need which drives all the 
faiths." 

Ap lorwerth’s hope is that 
the church hierarchy will sup- 
port ecumenical work in Pen- 
pal - even if that work extends 
interdenominational co-oper- 
ation into more general support 
for a contemplative lifestyle and 
ail aspects of spiritual quest. 
And why not? A Centre of Al- 
ternative Spirituality would 
nicely complement the Centre 
for Alternative Technology five" 
miles up the road which, fbr - 
those seeking new approaches 
to old problems, has already pul 
this part of Wales on the map 
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daphne Fielding 


ttS? 1 £2* rs ■*»" I! July 
^^1926 Viscount 


as jrrZiT V****** 1946 

son* ^ son *> two 
^Jrechughter 
lS?^£' na,Ti * 8 * desohred 
Ww** ?B **" (died 

5X - **--* 

W8)j died 5 December 1997. 


the gardens and were involved 
in extensive forestry work. To 
supplement her income, 
Daphne wrote articles for news- 
papers and magazines, which 
brought ber under tbe protec- 
tive care of Lord Beaverbrook. 

They had four sons and a 
daughter. The eldest boy died 
in 1930, just before his first 
birthday, and the youngest. 
Lord Vdentine Thynne, died af- 
ter hanging himse lf in 1979. Her 


de Stoekl with her books), but 
he gave up while going through 
a divorce. It was published in 
1964 and Evelyn Waugh de- 
scribed it as “jolly good but 1 
think full of inaccuracies”. 

She wrote a joint life of 
Lady Cunard and her daughter 
Nancy, Emerald and Nancy 
(1968), which her friend Dirk 
Bogarde judged “light on the in- 
tellect.", fearing that Fielding 
had whitewashed these two 


»vTx . Lcr juuigiiii' nnuscu in 17/7. nci uau wmtcwdoucu uicac 

i " wh 6 *^“8 was a society daughter Caroline predeceased monsters on the grounds that 
" 1950 decad es between her, and she is survived by two "she couldn’t be beastly to 
and 1980. Having been a sons, the present Marquess and chums”; and a portrait of Iris 
v* °L? e world of Bright his brother, Lord Christopher, Tree, The Rainbow Picnic 


Young Things in the 1920s, she ' 

well known in society as i 
Jhe Marchioness of Bath, and ; 
ollowing her marriage to 
Xan Fielding she produced a' . 
stream of books of easy charm 
which achieved great popular- 
ity. Good-looking when young, 

111 later life she was a tall, 
handsome figure, and could 
have been mistaken for a 
distinguished actress. 

Daphne was the daughter of 
the fourth Lord Vivian and his 
wife, Barbara, a former Gaiety 
Girl, who was to marry three 
farther times. The family was ee- 
d'ffintric; many years later, her 
w/other the fifth Lord Vivian 
(who died in 1991), variously a 
farm labourer in Canada, a 
publicity manager in San Fran- 
cisco and a partner of the im- 
presario C3. Cochran, had the 
misfortune to be shot in tbe 
stomach in 1954 by his mistress 
Mavis Wheeler, the former wife 
of Sir Mortimer Wheeler, the 
archaeologist, a drama which 
occupied the headlines for 
many days. 

Daphne emerged from a 
childhood which was a mixture 
of hilarity and insecurity, later de- 
scribed with relish in her mem- 
oirs, Mercury Presides (though 
Evelyn Nteugh declared these as 
V 'marred by discretion and good 
\jstc”). She passed through 
Queen’s College in London, 
and St James's. Malvern, and 
gravitated, through her friends 
the Lvgon sisters, to the stimu- 
lating world of Oxford in the 
1920s. and to that set dominat- 
ed by Harold Acton. Evelyn 
Waugh and Brian Howard. The 
friends she made then were 
friends for life, a group that gave 
each other unswerving loyalty 
despite infidelities and political 
differences, everlastingly self- 
protecting: and a group through 
which she met Viscount Wey- 
mouth. heir to the Marquess of 
Bath. 

There was parental opposi- 
tion to their union, Henry Wey- 
mouth's father declaring that he 
f • teded “a steady wife" and 
' rinding that Daphne did not fit 
this category. Weighing in, her 
father announced that he 
thought Weymouth an unsuit- 
able husband. They were mar- 
ried in secret at Si Paul’s. 
KnighLsbridgc, in 1926. and 
then again considerably more 
publicly at Si Mariin-in-the 
Fields in 1927. the bride dressed 
by Norman Hartnell. (When 
eventually they were divorced, 
there was a prolonged court case 
before three judges to dissolve 
that earlier marriage, and reg- 
ularise the unusual situation.) 

Old Lord Bath in 1928 hand- 
v i the running of the Wiltshire 
f. „7iily scat. Longleat. in his son 
tnot without certain misgivings 
about his capacity for work) and 
he and Daphne threw them- 
selves wholeheartedly into the 
management of the estate. They 
employed Russell Page to redo 


who are on notoriously bad 
terms. (There was a rumour that 
at Lord Christopher's wedding 
to Antonia Palmer in 1968 the 
cake was Laced with LSD. The 
Queen was a guest.) 

Henry Weymouth spent 
much of the Second World War 
as a prisoner of the Germans, 
which did not help the marriage. 
In 1946 he succeeded his father 
as Marquess of Bath. Forced by 
crippling death duties he 
opened Longleat to the public 
in 1949, with an entrance fee of 
half a crown a head. By 1953 he 
had added a tearoom and ten- 
nis court, laid out a putting 
green, and floated pedal os for 


( 1974 ). 

Raleigh Trevelyan, of 
Hamish Hamilton, then com- 
missioned ber to write a life of 
Gladys Deacon, the 93-year-old 
Duchess of Marlborough, 
whom he bad come across while 
researching his book about the 
Whitakers of Sicily, Princes Un- 
der ihc Volcano ( 1972). This was 
not her usual milieu, since the 
duchess belonged to the belle 
epoque and intellectual world of 
Paris of a generation older than 
Daphne Fielding. Nevertheless 
she was able to tap her wide cir- 
cle of loyal friends for anec- 
dotes. To her surprise a man 
wrongly described as “a young 


hire on the lake. But the mar- ' intellectual" proved to have 
riage was over and the Baths embarked on the same re- 


were divorced in May 1953. 
Daphne wrote (he first 



Loyal friend: Fielding by 
Augustus John, 1943 

guidebook to Longleat, a live- 
ly history of the Thynnc family 
from 1566 to 1949. which she re- 
searched and wrote in three 
weeks. This she followed with 
Before the Sunset Fades (1953), 
a slim 30-page book about life 
above and below stairs at Long- 
leal. decorated, appropriately, 
by her old friend and Wiltshire 
neighbour Cecil Beaton. 

In 1953 she married the war 
hero and travel writer Xan 
Fielding, a man 14 years her ju- 
nior. a happy marriage which 
lasted until 1978. During these 
years they lived variously in 
Cornwall. Morocco, Portugal 
and Uzes, where they settled for 
some years, surrounded by a va- 
riety of pets and visited by their 
many friends. 

While married to Fielding, 
she wrote her books Mercury 
Presides (1954) and its sequel. 
The Nearest Wfry Home ( 1970), 
and a novel. The Adonis Garden 
( 1 96 1). of which Evelyn Waugh 
wrote that she had “squan- 
dered six books in one", adding; 
"You have used almost every- 
thing that has happened in the 
last twelve years.” 

The Duchess of Jamyn Street. 
a life of Rosa Lewis of the 
Cavendish Hotel subsequently 
serialised on television, was to 
have been written with the help 
of George Kinnaird (a writer 
who also used to help Baroness 



search. However, her friends 
closed ranks around her, and a 
word from Lady Diana Coop- 
er to her biographer, Philip 
Ziegler, caused him to drop 
the rival's incipient Collins 
contract like a hot potato. 

I know this, for I was that ri- 
val. Both books were in due 
course published, hers under the 
title The Face on the Sphinx 
( 1978). But the story had a hap- 
py ending, for those same 
friends helped me with my life 
of Cecil Beaton, and Diana 
Cooper, in her more usual role 
as peacemaker, effected a suc- 
cessful rapprochement between 
us. 1 enjoyed a number of meet- 
ings with Daphne in New York 
in 1981, during which she chat- 
ted amicably about our experi- 
ences and regaled me with 
Cecil Beaton stories. 1 always re- 
member her line about Patrick 
Leigh Fern on “Do you know 
Paddy? He’s such a good friend. 
He should be turned into pills 
so that you can take him when 
you feel low." 

Her friend Robert Heber- 
Pcrcy averred that Daphne 
Fielding was a better conver- 
sationalist and letter-writer than 
author of books. 

In 1978 Xan Fielding left 
Daphne for a lady described by 
her friends as “an older 
woman”. Bereft but brave, she 
was lucky to meet once more an 
old Oxford friend, Ben Kit- 
tridge, an American millionaire, 
with whom she went to live in 
Arizona until his death in 1981. 
Thereafter she returned to Eng- 
land and settled in the Old 
Laundry in the shadow of Bad- 
minton, where for two years the 
fax-hunting 10th Duke of Beau- 
fort (“Master") lived on, and 
where, until her death from can- 
cer in 1995, her daughter Car- 
oline lived as the next Duchess 
of Beaufort. 

Daphne Fielding's lust years 
were spent there. At the famous 
Horse Trials she could be seen 
driving about in a tiny self- 
propelled vehicle and every 
Sunday she lunched with her 
son-in-law. where she was a by 
no means unnoticed figure at 
the table. 

- Hugo Vickers 


Kaye, third from left (next to Frank Sinatra), as Nicety-Nicety Johnson in the film version of Guys and Dolts, 1955 Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


Stubby Kaye 


Stubby Kaye, actor and 
singer: bom New York II 
November 1918; married 
Angela Bracewell; died 
Rancho Mirage, California 14 
December 1997. 


The genial and rotund singer- 
comedian Stubby Kaye secured 
a place in theatrical history on 
the night of 24 November 1950 
when the classic musical Guys 
and Dolls opened on Broadway. 

In a score by Frank Loesscr 
full of musical gems, Kaye had 
the biggest show-stopper of the 
evening with the revivalist num- 
ber “Sit Down, You're Rockin’ 
the Boat”, the audience de- 
manding several encores. He 
repeated his role with equal suc- 
cess in London, and recreated 
his performance in the 1955 film 
version. Though he had further 
successes on stage and screen, 
notably as Marryin’ Sam in Li 'l 
Abner, it is for his portrayal of 
Damon Runyon's jovial gambler 
Nicely-Nicely Johnson that he 
will always be remembered. 

Guys and Dolls was Kaye’s 


Broadway debut, but he had al- 
ready had a long career in show 
business. Bom in 1918 in New 
York, he was not christened 
Stubby, but always refused to re- 
veal his real first name. In 1939 
he won the Major Bowes Am- 
ateur Hour contest on radio, the 
prize including a job touring in 
vaudeville, where he was some- 
times billed as “Extra Padded 
Attraction’’. He joined the 
United Sendee Organisation 
(USO) during the Second 
World War, touring battle fronts 
and making his London d£but 
performing with Bob Hope. 

After the war he continued 
to work in vaudeville and gained 
a reputation in night-clubs as 
Master of Ceremonies for the 
swing orchestras of Freddy Mar- 
tin and Charlie Barnet before 
being cast as Nicely-Nicely 
(when asked how be is, he al- 
ways replies, “Nicely, nicely, 
thank you”) in Guys and Dolls . 
As well as his second art show- 
stopper, Kaye also led the bril- 
liant opening trio, "Fugue for 
Tinhorns”, in which three gam- 
blers offer their conflicting 


racetrack tips: "Fve got the . 
horse right here . . ." 

When the show opened in 
London in 1953, just five days 
before the Queen's coronation, 
Kaye again stopped the show 
with “Sit DOwn, You're Rockin’ 
the Boat” when, as one of the 
gamblers attending a Salvation 
Army meeting because of a wa- 
ger, he rouses the congregation 
with his account of a dream hr 
which he was on a boat to heav- 
en but was swept overboard 
when be tried to start a dice game. 

If the Runyon characters of 
Gteys and Dolls were somewhat 
fanciful, those of Kaye's next 
Broadway musical, L'il .Abner 
(1955), were literally based on 
cartoons - A1 Capp's colourful 
inhabitants of Dogpath, USA, 
which had been delighting 
newspaper readers since 1935. 
As Marryin' Sam. Kaye was giv- 
en only featured billing, but 
again had the major show- 
stopper “Jubilation T. Corn- 
pone”, a rousing tribute to the 
town's cowardly founder, plus 
two other highlights of the 
Johnny Mercer/Gene DePanl 


score, “The Country’s in the 
Very Best of Hands” with a 
sharply satirical Mercer lyric, 
and a charming duet with the 
show’s heroine Daisy Mae, “I'm 
Past My Prime". “Give him a 
musical fanfare like ‘Jubilation 
T. Corn pone’,” wrote Brooks 
Atkinson, “and he can sing it 
with that vaudeville rhythm 
and those vaudeville blandish- 
ments that turn song numbers 
into triumphant occasions." 
When the show was filmed in 
1959, Kaye was again consid- 
ered indispensable casting. 

DePaul and Mercer also 
wrote the score for You Cant 
Run Away From It (1956), a mu- 
sical remake of the Capra clas- 
sic It Happened One Night. As 
a passenger on a bus carrying 
a runaway heiress, Jane AJJysan, 
and a reporter. Jack Lemmon, 
Kaye provided one of the 
brighter moments when he pro- 
moted friendship by leading tbe 
passengers in the song “Howdy 
Friends and Neighbours" 

In 1965 Kaye and Nat “King" 
Cole acted as Greek chorus in 
the aedaimed western satire Cat 


Ballou , and in Bob Fosse’s film 
version of Sweet Chanty ( 1968) 
led the company in the ebuilienL 
“I Love to Cry at Weddings". 
He also appeared in films which 
included 40 Pounds of Trouble 
(1963), Sex and the Single Girl 
(1964) and The Way West 
( 1967), and lent his voice to tbe 
part-animated Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit ( 1988). He was a 
familiar guest television per- 
former in the days when stars 
such as Perry Como and Dinah 
Shore had their own shows and 
he had regular roles in two 
short-lived series. Love and 
Marriage (1959) and My Sister 
Eileen (1960). 

He last appeared on Broad- 
way in 1974. starring with Alice 
Riye and John Payne in a revival 
of Good News. As the football 
coach Raoch Kearney, his cher- 
ubic countenance unchanged 
since his days as Nicely-Nicely. 
he proved as infectiously jubi- 
lant as ever when he led his 
team in DeSyiva, Brown and 
Henderson's ode to optimism 
“Sunny Side Up". 

- Tom Valhnce 


Stanislaus Rapotec 


As a friend and a wartime fel- 
low officer of Stanislaus Rapo- 
tec. writes Aleksa GavrUovk, (we 
served in the Royal Yugoslav 
Battalion in Middle East before 
and after his mission to the oc- 
cupied Yugoslavia), may I add 
to Professor Stevan Pavlow- 
itch's obituary [9 December]? 

Pavlowiicb is correct: Rapo- 
tec’s 1942 reports were “lucid 
and unprejudiced". However, his 
statements that the reports “may 
not have been to the liking of 
those to whim he reported" and 
that they were probably not 
passed to London “but kepi in 
Cairo by Yugoslavs and British 
there”, need clarification. 


Rapotec was briefed and 
debriefed separately by the 
British Special Operations Ex- 
ecutive. try the Yugoslav military 
and by Jovan Djonovic, Yu- 
goslav Government Delegate 
for the Middle East. Serb. Croat 
and Slovene ministers of tbe Yu- 
goslav government in London 
received Rapotee's informa- 
tion with varying degrees of en- 
thusiasm: Rapotec reported 
positively about General Mi- 
hailovic's activities and those of 
nationalists in Slovenia and 
confirmed the horrors of the 
Croat Ustasa regime. 

SOE documents released 
earlier this year (“How a Sovi- 


et mole united Tito and 
Churchill”, Independent, 28 
June) have confirmed that 
SOE (Cairo) was Communist- 
dominated. Information fav- 
ourable to the nationalists was 
not passed to London. 

Paviowitch writes that Rap- 
otec met Archbishop Stepinac 
several rimes during his mission. 
I had long discussions with 
Rapotec about these meetings. 
Stepinac told him that he could 
achieve more, including saving 
lives of individual Serbs, by not 
condemning publicly the Ustasa 
regime. Rapotec fully believed 
in the Archbishop's integrity. 
However, Stepinac's wartime 


activities remain controversial, 
as indeed do those of Pius XII. 
One must await the release 
of Vatican documents before 
making a final judgement 
Rapotec was a flamboyant 
personality in peace and in 
war. In 1944, Churchill per- 
suaded King Peter that the 
only way to safeguard his posi- 
tion was to co-operate with 
Tito. The young king broadcast 
on the BBC an appeal to all Yu- 
goslavs to unite under Tito. This 
caused great confusion. Colonel 
F. Stropnlk, the CO of the Yu- 
goslav battalion, a Slovene like 
Rapotec, decided to respond to 
the King’s appeal. Officers who 


were against co-operation with 
Communists left. However, Rap- 
otec with his sergeant returned 
in the night and “stoic” the Roy- 
al Standard, which had been pre- 
sented to the battalion personally 
by the King. This was a great 
embarrassment to Colonel 
Slropnik, who was still claim- 
ing his allegiance to the King. 

Soon afterwards it became 
clear that no accommodation 
was possible with Tito. One 
Slovene, Stropnik, put the red 
star on his cap, and returned to 
Yugoslavia, where he was 
promptly dismissed from the 
army. The other Slovene, 
Rapotec, became an Australian. 
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Birthdays 

Mr Simon Bales, disc jockey. 50; Mr 
Pcier Blaekbum. president and 
director -general. Nestle Franee. 57; 
Dume Mat)' Cartwright, math- 
ematician. «»7; Mr Christopher 
Coze nose, actor. 52: Viscount Dav- 
entty. Lurd-Lieuten.mt vt Warwick- 
shire. 7ri: Lord dc Vrlliers. barrister. 
8b: Lord Glenamam. former gov- 
ernment minister. fij; Mr Brian 
Hayes, radio presenter. 60: Mr 
Bernard HilL actor, 53; The Hon Do- 
minic Lawson. Editor, the Sandin' 
Telegraph, 4t: Mr Kerry Packer, 
chairman. Consolidated Press Hold- 
ings. 60: Sir Leonard Peach. Com- 
missioner lor Public Appointments. 
r& Mr Robert Robinson, broadcaster 
and writer, TO. Mr Da\ id Smith, for- 
mer Headmaster. Bradford Gram- 
mar School. 63: Mr Tommy Steele, 
singer and actor. 61. 

Anniversaries 
Births Gabriel le-Emiiie Le Ton- 
ne lie r de Brcicuil. Marquise du 
Ch.'il elci. writer, 1706: Ludwig van 
Beethoven, composer, baptised 177i>, 
Sir Humphry Davy, chemist and in- 
ventor. 1 778: Jules- Alfred Huot dc 
Gonetiurt. novelist and historian. 
IbSh Ford Madox Ford, novelist. 
1573: J. Robertson Hare, actor. 
ISO | ; Ersldne Preston Caldwell, nov- 
elist. ph»3. Deaths Simon Bolivar, 
South .American patrioL 1830: Kns- 
par Hauser, the loundling "wild 
Ivy" of Nuremberg. 1833: Rear- 
Admiral Sir Franei- IJc.iufort. hy- 
drosrapher. IS?7: Lou is- Marie 


Alphonse Daudct. novelist, 1897: 
Baron Ferdinand James de Roth- 
schild. banker. 1898: Bernard Ouar- 
ilch. bookseller. 1899; Sir William 
Thomson, first Baron Kelvin of 
Largs, physicist. 1907; Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson, physician, 1917; 
Peter Philip Heseltiih: Warlock. com- 
poser and editor, committed suicide 
1930: Dana Andrews (Carver Daniel 
Andrews), actor. 1992. On this day. 
Drake'sship The Mean (afterwards 
called The Golden Hind) sailed out 
of Plymouth cm a round-the-world 
voyage, 1577: the Lyric Theatre. 
Shaftesbury Avenue. London, 
opined, IS88: the Gist radio message 
was sent across the Atlantic, Wi the 
Wright brothere made their first 
flight ar Kitty Hawk. North Caroli- 
na. 19(13: following a blizzard. New 
York received 27 inches of snow. 
1<M7; following the closure of ihe 
Suez Canal, petrol rationing was im- 
posed in Britain. 195b; after .Arab 
guerrillas hijacked a West German 
airliner at Rome airport. 31 people 
were killed. 1973. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Begga. St Lazarus. St 
Olympias. Si Slurmi unit St Wivina. 

Lectures 

National Gallery; Jacqueline 
Ansel I. “Christmas Trees liii): Cas- 
par David Friedrich, Ulmer Land- 
snipe". 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Ju- 
lia HuiL "Japaiwy Netsuke", L30pm. 
Tate Gallery: Justine Hopkins. 
"Sunshine. Chateaux and Drifting 
Water Turner and the Loire". 1pm. 


LAW REPORT: 17 December 1997 


Aggravated burglary required entry with a weapon 


Where, in the course of a 
burglary, one of the burglars 
was carrying a weapon but 
he did not enter the building 
with it. the offence of 
aggravated burglary contrary 
to section 10 of the Theft 
Act 1968 was not committed. 

Pegfrvi v rjass Court of Appeal 
(Cnmind Dmuot) (Lnnj Justice 
ManteH. Mr luvtire Hmmt and ludge 
Michael Waller) 27 Nirv-fnfcw 1997 


The Court of Appeal allowed 
the appeal of Kennedy Fran- 
cis Klass against his conviction 
on 16 January 1997 at Chelms- 
ford Crown Court of aggra- 
-vaicd burglary, but substituted 
a conviction of hurgfary 
pursuant to section 3 of the 
Criminal Appeal Act 1968. 

The appellant was one of 
three men who burgled a car- 
avan. The window oF the car- 
avan was broken, and when the 


occupant stepped outside he 
saw a man. who was not the ap- 
pellant, with a piece of pole in 
his hand. The victim told the 
man he did not have any mon- 
ey. and the man smashed him 
over the head with the pole. 
The victim ran away and the 
man followed him and repeat- 
edly struck him with the pole. 

On his return to the cara- 
van, the victim discovered that 
various items were missing. 
Several hours later the appel- 
lant was arrested in connection 
with another matter. He ini- 
tially denied involvement in the 
burglary, but his fingerprints 
were found inside the caravan. 
He eventually admitted having 
been present outside the car- 
avan, and said that one of his 
companions had suggested the 
burglaiy. He had, however, 
been surprised when one of 
them had pulled out the pule. 


John C. Barker (Registrar of Crimi- 
nal Appeals) for the appellant; Su- 
sannah Farr fC/twn Prosecution 
Service, Chelmsford) for the Cram. 

Mr Justice Hooper said that 

the appeal raised one question 
of law: whether the offence of 
aggravated burglary could be 
committed if the weapon was 
not being carried by the bur- 
glar or one of the burglars who 
entered the building. Section 
9(1 )fa) of the Theft Act 1968 
provided: 

A person is guilty of burglary if (a) 
he enters any building or part of a 
building us a trespasser and with 
intent to commit any such offence 
as Is mentioned in subsection (2) 
below. 

One of the offences mentioned 
in subsection (2) was the of- 
fence of “stealing anything in 
the building or part of the 
building in question". Section 
10 of the Act provided: 


A person is guilty of aggravated bur- 
glary if be commits any burglary and 
at the time has with him ... any 
weapon of offence ...; and for this 
purpose ... (b) “weapon of of- 
fence" means any article made or 
adapted for use for causing injury 
to or incapacitating a person or in- 
tended by the person having it with 
him Tor such use. 

To commit the offence the 
person must have- a weapon of 
offence with him at the time of 
entry: see R v O'Leary (1986) 
82Cr App R341. 

There was no evidence that 
the pole had ever entered the 
caravan. It had been used to 
break the window, but that was 
not, on the facts of the cose, on 
“entry’’ within the meaning of the 
word in section 9(1) of the Art. 

Assuming that there was 
only one weapon and that that 
weapon was with the person on 
the outskie of the building, that 
person committed a burglary if 
he was aiding and abetting 


the burglary being committed 
by the person effecting entry. 
A strict interpretation of section 
10 would therefore lead to the 
condusiofl that both could be con- 
victed of aggravated burglary. 

The gravamen of the of- 
fence of aggravated burglary 
.was, however, entry into the 
building with a weapon. The 
purpose of section 10 was to de- 
ter people from taking weapons 
into buildings and other peo- 
ple’s houses while committing 
burglary. Although Lhcre were 
certain academic attractions in 
the strict approach to the in- 
terpretation of the section, a 
purposive approach was to be 
preferred. The conviction for 
aggravated burglary would be 
quashed, but a conviction of 
burglary would be substituted, 
pursuant to section 3 of the 
Criminal Appeal Act 1968. 

- Kme O’Hanton, Barrister 
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The politics are ample. The huge numbers, 
the jargon, the unfashionable subject- 
matter and (not least) the obfuscation of 
ministers give the impression that the 
disability benefits row is veiy complicated. 
In essence, it isn’t. 

The political dynamic can be seen on 
the streets of almost any major dty. There 
are people begging. You pass. You have 
money. You feel irritation: you are a grit- 
ty person, a coper, a worker. Why should 
you give money to this idler, this sturdy beg- 
gar? Why don’t they tiy harder? Bui you 
also feel something else; pity and unease. 
You feel ’’what-if-il-was-tne?’’ and you feel 
suddenly superstitious about your own bet- 
ter fortune. These two basic social instincts 
are at war. So you give. Or you don’t give. 

That's what’s going on. Stale welfarism 
veils the dilemma, hiding it behind the rel- 
ative anonymity of mass provision, the com- 
plex] Lies of different payments and the 
bla the rings of politicians. But there are very 
simple warring urges at play. 

Labour needs the money from squeez- 


ing the welfare budget tor ut the very least, 
to stop the increase 1. Thai means i> inking 
al disability payments, which haic risen 
200 percent since I97N'*J in real terms and 
comprise about a quarter oi the total wel- 
fare budget. Labour knows voters elected 
it to Improve schools and hospitals with- 
out raising taxes. Now it has to find the 
money from somewhere. N<M- very- dis- 
abled -people, it has decided, are one- 
group which will lose. 

This might translate into effective 
rhetoric if it came from a right-wing parry. 
The Social Security Secretary would he on 
the radio talking about scroungers and 
layabouts, whipping up populist outrage 
and generally playing to that human instinct 
which passes the beggar with a shiver of 
irritation. It would he nasty and effective. 
Right-wing parties do this sort of thing all 
the time. 

Harriet Harman doesn't use that lan- 
guage. She can’t. Hers is not a right-wing 
populist party. It was founded to speak for 
that other instinct, the sense of pity, the 


thcrc-bul-for-thc-gracc-of-Gud instinct. 
On inp.it that. Labour has encouraged and 
embraced the language of rights and citi- 
zenship. Disabled people don’t want to be 
pitied. They follow where blacks, women 
and gays led. demanding their share of the 
social sunlight. They have articulate, angry 
and effective spokespeople. They are 
prepared to use direct action. 

How can a party created partly from a 
sense of compassion, and now very close 
in the “rights culture", invoke words such 
as shirker and sponger to reach the voters 
and impress the Press? It just can’t. This 
means that limy Blair and Harriet Harman 
are engaging in a crusade to cut benefits 
without the moralising, populist language 
that would normally go with it. No won- 
der they sound abstract, oddly passionless 
and wnoden-tongued on the issue. 

So what is to be done? The state can- 
not and should not compensate for all the 
misfortunes and difficulties of life. Over 
time, responsibility for paying people who 
are injured or become sick at work should 


1 CHCCL. ^ — ‘uaUy. But tt ; ,0 Not soon, because or the huge -* 
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cut, but raised, for those who are really - 
capacitated. There needs to be. in other 
words, a sharper cut-off between citizens 
recognised as seriously disabled and decay, 
and those who are noL 

At the same time, much more should 
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LETTERS 


Work and morals 


Radio row 


Sir: My new Labour Party 
membership card for 1998 ar- 
rived in the post the morning 
after the vote on single-parent 
benefit. I ask myself whether I 
want to remain a member of a 
Phrty which can so dramatical- 
ly reverse its previous opposi- 
tion to this measure. 

The new stance is based on 
the assumption that there is a 
major problem of welfare de- 
pendency which any sensible 
government would have to 
tackle. As a historian I am 
sceptical of this. 

Every time there has beea 
a collapse of the labour market 
there have been politicians 
who have claimed that the un- 
employed are suffering from 
some moral deficiency rather 
than from economic circum- 
stances. Yet each time the 
labour market has subsequently 
revived “morals" seem to have 
shifted remarkably quickly as 
unemployment has fallen. 

A policy of welfare to work, 
in the sense of facilitating the way 
back to work for those who want 
iL is quite right. But to treat this 
as a moral issue, and thereby jus- 
tify the use of big sticks as well 
as carrots, is not what a Labour 
government should be about. 

I will not be renewing my 
membership. 

Professor JIM TOMLINSON 
Brunei University 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 


SOME MIXERS , DOCKERS f SHIFAUILPEkS &e STEELWORKERS 
fc.XPR.ESS THEIR CONCERN FOR THE £>EEF !N£>btSTRY_ 


OH PEAR 


Sir. John Humphry* is not the 
only radio presenter who in- 
terrupts and denies his inter- . 
viewees the chance to air their 
views to the listeners, (“Labour „ 
at war with Today ", 13 De- , 
cember). It is getting worse. 

I was desperate for infer- ( 
matioQ about the new student . 
loan scheme and was delighted 


WYTAfl 


when I tuned in to ad interview . 
with Baroness Blackstone by • 
Nick Clarke on The World at . 
One. There 1 was. pen poised to 
write down the information ho- 
tine number which Lady Black- , 
stone had promised us when, to . 
my horror. Nick Clarke inter- 
rupted her. Ar : 

The BBC has become ob- f 
sessed with antagonism and . 
analysis to the detriment of in- ... 
formation. 

BARBARA WILMER 
Ness, Cheshire 


F R/EsrtE'r 


Sin While supporting the “big 
idea" of the present govern- 
ment that everybody should be 
given the opportunity to be em- 
ployed rather than receive ben- 
efits, may I promote the 
balancing policy of a minimum 
income necessary for healthy 
living. This should also join the 
ranks of “big ideas". 

The poorest ID per cent in 
the United Kingdom are dying 
younger than they were. The 
reasons given have been sffess 
and inadequate diet and health 
care. There has been no im- 
provement in their life span 
since the 1920s. The rest of us 
are living longer. 

There is a minimum in- 
come needed for a pregnant 
woman which will provide ad- 
equate nutrition for her and her 
unbora child, failure to provide 
such an income in social ben- 
efits to the poorest families sets 
up a lime bomb of physical and 
mental inadequacy’ which runs 
on through the generations. 

Single parents, two-parent 
families, teenagers, pension- 


ers and others need appropri- 
ate minimum incomes sufficient 
to ensure that nutrition is not 
di minis hed because of the 
needs for warmth, clothing, 
transport and other necessities. 

Governments are, however, 
flying blind. They increase or re- 
duce benefits and pensions, pro- 
pose a minimum income, with no 
idea, big or little, of the weekly 
incomes needed for healthy liv- 
ing and an improved expectation 
of life for the poorest 
The Rev PAUL NIC OLSON 
Chairman 

Zcccheaus 2000 Trust 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 


Sir You say {leader. 9 Decem- 
ber) that “a lump of cash, hand- 
ed out by the state, docs not make 
a poor household part of the 
mainstream’’ . Perhaps it doesn't 
- by itself - although in a soci- 
ety in which “the mainstream" is 
made up of those with more 
money, it doesn’t half help. 

But an adequate income 
also makes the other steps out 
of exclusion that much easier. 


It makes the transition to paid 
employment less of a risk -cru- 
cial for those with children es- 
pecially. Recent research shows 
that lone parents suffering 
greater financial hardship were 
less likely to obtain a job. All the 
tasks of the new Social Exclu- 
sion Unit will be made that 
much more difficult if the en- 
ergies of the people whose 
problems it Ls meant to be ad- 
dressing are exhausted by the 
day-to-day struggle for survival. 

Let’s stop perpetuating the 
damaging polarisation between 
better benefits and other anti- 
poverty policies. Each is ncc- 
essaiy but not sufficient. They 
should all be seen as elements 
of a comprehensive strategy to 
enable people to move from the 
margins to the mainstream. 
FRAN BENNETT 
Oxford 


support, nowadays looks like 
carelessness - many taxpayers 
may even say irresponsibility. 

The social sanctions against 
illegitimacy which prevailed 
until quite recently represent- 
ed sound, protective princi- 
ples. The erosion of social 
sanctions and the absence of 
economic sanctions have had 
predictable consequences - 
none of them good news for tax- 
payers struggling to raise a' 
family in traditional fashion. I 
hope 1 am not alone in sup- 
porting the Government's ef- 
forts to make young women 
think twice before choosing to 
become a lone parent. 

Dr ANNE-CAROLE 
CHAMrER 

A rdf oss, Ross and Cromartv 


“old" party, but to govern for the 
benefit of the whole people, a 
requirement forgotten in their 
time by their predecessors, 
much to their eventual cosL 
JAMES MACKIE 
IVitney, Oxfordshire 


Talking cure 


Sir To be a lone parent through 
no fault of your own is gener- 
ally regarded as unfortunate. To 
choose to be a lone parent if 
one has no personal means of 


Sir. Those who have rebelled 
against their party in the vote on 
beneGts for single parents ought 
to remember that they have 
been elected not just to put in 
place the wishes of those who 
voted for them, or to exercise the 
ideology of their party, albeit the 


Sir. One basic problem with the 
research on counselling to date 
is that the researchers are not 
always clear as to the nature of 
counselling or as lo who or what 
is a counsellor {“What's so spe- 
cial 3houi psychotherapy?'’, 9 
December). Nevertheless, the 
special ingredient of counselling 
and psychotherapy is in (he 
quality of the therapeutic rela- 
tionship. It is not surprising that 
it is so popular with patients and 
GPs in medical centres where 
the GPs’ time is at a premium. 

What did Jeremy Laura nee 
expect to be the outcome of the 
research? That counsellors were 
more effective than GPs? The 
fact that they are at least as ef- 
fective may well disturb GPs. 


considering the length and ex- 
pense of their training. Certainly 
many of them welcome a coun- 
sellor as a colleague to assist in 
bearing the burden of the emo- 
tionally disturbed patient. 

Counsellors and psy- 
chotherapists are not unaware 
of the need to “sharpen up" 
their professional skills and 
are collaborating in research. 
Perhaps the best evidence to 
date is the huge demand for 
counselling and patients’ pref- 
erence for the “talking cure" 
rather than drugs. 

JOHN EATOCK 
llce-Oujir. Counselling in Med- 
ical Settings Division , British 
Association for Counselling 
Rugby, Warwickshire 


Unfree information 


Sir: A few years ago a number 
of leading Labour politicians 
and spokesmen from the Cam- 
paign for Freedom Information 
supported a proposed Freedom 
of Information Act with the 
claim that it would mean that 


the press would be able to un- 
cover scandals such as “Arms to 
Iraq”. They were naive. 

The reality is that David 
Clark's proposal {“Freedom of 
information proposal gets high 
praise”. 12 December) is 
loaded with so many exclu- 
sions - what does “national se- 
curity” actually mean? - that in 
practice the press will still re- 
main in the dark. The decision 
lo exclude defence, foreign af- 
fairs and the security and in- 
telligence services from its 
provisions means that this a 
pale shadow «>£, for instance, the 
American Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act. which is itself 
deeply flawed. 

1 recently received a bundle 
of documents from US Army 
Intelligence on a number of de- 
ceased British politicians and 
individuals. I received them 
within six weeks of the request 
and it cost me not “a nominal 
Fee of £10" buL just the price of 
a stamp. 

STEPHEN DORRIL 

Hoimfinh. Wbr Yorkshire 


Sir: The Harriet Hannan in- 
terview seemed to me to be an 
attempt on the part of John • 

Humphrys to get a straight an- ■ 7 - ■ . 

swer. It seems that, when min- 
isters consent to be interviewed, . 
they are instructed to ignore di- - - 

rect questions, and to contin- . 
ue talking over the interviewer. 

There can be no justification 
for an attempt to evade questions . . 

by bluster and threats. My plea- . 

sure at seeing the backs of the ’ 7 

last government, who had for- J *.■ 
gotten that they were answerable 7 
to an electorate, is being rapid- " v *. .. 
fy diminished at the prospect 
that, in power. Labour is fast de- . 
veloping the same traits. 

J OSRIN ; ’ 

London N2 "■ 


Sin If the Government pursues 
its pusillanimous threat to boy- 
cott the Today programme the 
losers will be not the listeners 
but the Government 
BRIAN MAYES 
Sheffield 


Busy Santa 


Sin Peter Baker (“Keepinjy 
Father Christmas fit for duty 1 "? 
Jti December) understates the 
burden S Claus w illing ly carries 
as a patron saint He mentions 
children and sailors, but over- 
looks unmarried women, mer- 
chants, pawnbrokers, perfumiers 
and the whole of Russia. Inci- 
dentally, might S Claus's longevi- 
ty be the consequence of having 
refused his mother’s breast on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

JOHN EVANS 
Marlow, Buckinghamshire 


J a panes 


The Daily Inexorable, the paper that’s polite to its readers! 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Good morning. 

And welcome to the only 
column in any daily newspaper 
which has the grace to say, 
“Good morning" to its readers. 

Oh yes, there are many 
columns which will start out by 
saying: “How long can the 
Spice Girls last?" or “Come off 
it Tony Blair!", but there is only 
one column which will say a 
simple “Good morning’*. 

And that is this column. 

So. this morn ( mom! ) we say 
“Good morning". 

Because we realise that the 
old niceties are not to be dis- 
carded and that there are people 
out there who like ihc old-fash- 
ioned exchanges of courtesy. 

To them we say: “Good 
morning, ma’am, or it may be. 


We are proud of that. 

We are proud of the older 
readers whose hands are 
encrusted with marmalade and 
whose nostrils react favourably 
to the aroma of bacon fat 

On the other hand we do 
realise the extreme importance 
of attracting younger readers. 

We know that there are 
many readers m.-er the age of 
40 who. as soon as they hear the 
phrase: “Good morning, ma’am, 
or it may be, sir", will throw up. 

What they want lu hear is a 
modern, fresh-air greeting such 1 
as "Hi there, dude." or "Yo. 
friend!" 

And to them we say: “Hi 
there, dude." and “Yo. friend!" 

So, there it is. 

To the older readers we say, 
“Good morrow.” 


To the younger readers we 
say: “Hey there, dude!" 

I think that lakes care of the 
grown-up market, those who 
arc old enough lo he allowed 
to go out and buy a newspaper 
by themselves. 

But what of the under-age 
market, those who arc children 
of our readers, those who are 
aged IS or less? Maybe 15 or 
less, or even 1U or less? 

What of them? 

Well, the received wisdom is 
that people of 12 or under 
don't buy papers. 

That may he right. 

On the other hand, that 
may be wrong. 

You see. people rtf 12 or 
under are already of the men- 
tal age to read many of our 
tabloids. They may be too old 


at 12 u> read 77tc Sun. Bui other 
papers they are the right age 
for. 

Thai is the market that we 
have to aim at. 

The market that one day is 
going to grow up and say to 
itself. Hey, what was the name 
of that paper that was so nice 
to me when I was a kid? Inde- 
fatigable. Inexorable. Indefen- 
sible. something like that? 

So. to that market wc say this 
bright for dull) morning. “Hi, 
kids! Hey, I like your haircut! 
Mark you. 1 don't like the way 
you dress or the sound of your 
music, but you'd hate it if I did. 
right? Because you can come in 
me for down-to-earth honesty! 
This is the column that tells it 
like it is! This Is the newspaper 
column you can hate as much 


as your parents - maybe even 
hate instead of your parents!" 

Phew. Didn’t enjoy that 
much, but had to do it. 

That’s the kind of column v»v 
are. 

Of course, saying Good 
Morning isn’t enough. We’ve 
got style but w« need sub- 
stance as well. Form we’ve got. 
but where's the content? 

Look, we re overflowing 
with content! Don’t forget thul 
this column lias blamed its wav 

through the newspaper jungle 
with a series of firsts, which was 
greeted by the What the Papers 
Say awards with complete 
bafflement. 

Don't forget that this is the 
column that hnughi Prince 
Edward out of the Marines. 

Don't forget that wc were 


the first ever people who 

brought you:- 

■ a newspaper column licensed 
for the performance of mar- 
riage actually in the newspaper 
itself! 1 

* conditions on 
whieh Screaming Lord Sutch 
would form a coalition with 
Tony Blair if there were a hung 
parliament at the last election! 

• Lord Spencer's real name* 

* pn ’ 01 lhl *l thy jojoba and 
aloe vvra planLs do not exist but 
were invented by the pernicious 
cosmetics industry! 

* “’tnpeUing evidence that Sir 
Hugh Trevor-Roper's memoirs 
were lake! 

• a report on a woman’s mag- 
a/mc lhal ,s » free of sex that 
a man could read it without 
blushing! 


• the shocking tale of a man ' . 
who had the operation to be- - *eV 
come a woman, and then j i; : - 
changed sex back to man be- ; V*'_ 
cause women's magazines were • • 

so in-your-face! I :| \.. 

I think you get the idea. . ! ' 

And now this is the point at \ p ., 

which we traditionally shyly j 'V-. r 
mention the name of the j u 7 > • 
Christmas book which contains , f 

the best extracts from this j 

column, in at attempt to make J ■%. 1 . 

it a best-seller. “ * 

Bui there is no such book! t -V, ' v 
Yes, this is a commercial j.Afet , ‘ 
plug without a product. t 

Remember that, kids. j;vC *■: 

When you grow up, spend . ^%'j' 
your money on the column 
that didn't try to talci? your ' \> 

money from you when yon .. . 
were young. 


JV ? 
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■he expansive realm of Tony Blair’s old master 


Donald 

MACINTYRE 



y fVLKSTO 

THF. TflBT 



the lord 

CHANCELLOR 



Sitting yesterday across the 
large table in his handsome 
office in the Lords, I asked the 
Lord Chancellor whether the 
f'cal problem was that he was 
too big for his boots. Nobody 
doubts the extent of his power. 
But not everyone likes it. He 
chairs, sometimes rather bru- 
tally, a lot of the most impor- 
tant Cabinet committees. He 
does not, to put it mildly, hide 
height under a bushel On the 
ot& hand, he is admirably qual- 
ified for the job, as he well 
knows. Neil Kinnock. would 
have made him Lord Chan- 
cellor. So would John Smith. 
But as Tony Blair's former 
pupQmaster and trusted men- 
tor, isn’t he rather too power- 
ful for his own good? He is brisk 
and unfazed. That is easy to 
say when I have all these Cab- 
inet committees to chair. I 
think in the longer term when 

I the current froth dies down, 1 
will be judged by results." 

So let's look at some of the 
froth first. An attack that has 
riled him exceedingly was the 
one on the £650,000 sprucing up 
4!)ri^5 official house in the Lord& 
He quoted at some length - from 
a 1986 text conveniently at his el- 
bow ^ - Margaret Thatcher warm- 
ly commending the importance 
of the Palace of Westminster as 
national heritage and, in partic- 
ular, her pride in the similar - 
and at the time uncriiitised- re- 
furbishment of the Speaker’s 
House. The equally “exciting” 
rolling programme of work in the 
Lord Chancellor's lodgings, 
agreed as it was before the elec- 
tion by an all-party committee, 
was no different. This is a fa- 
mously fine art-loving Lord 
Chancellor, and it would be fur- 
nished for the first tune with 
paintings and sculpture at pre- 
sent bidden in the cellars of 
country's great galleries - 19th- 
a a jitury works appropriate to 
barry’sardrtectural genius. Gib- 
son’s great sculpture Narcissus , 
for example, would gaze appro- 
priately down at his own reflec- 
tion in the Thames and behind 
it would he Sir Edward Land- 
seer's magnificent portrait of the 
sculptor. This would be in effect 
be a “new public gallery on the 
Thames". 

Public? Well, it would, for 
the first time, be open two 
afternoons a week to members 
of the Victorian Society and the 




Lord Irvine, ‘the workhorse of this Government 1 , in his office yesterday 


National An Collections Fund, 
while scholars and other organ- 
isations would be able to visit 
on application at other times. 

Did the wallpaper have to 
cost £59,000? It would cost no 
more than wallpaper elsewhere 
in the Palace and would last 40 
years. “Even Lord Chancellors 
are entitled to a lick of paint and 
some new wallpaper when it's re- 
quired ... it will be within bud- 
get Don't forget it needed to be 
substantially rewired. It needed 
smoke alarms. There is a mass 
of work that simply had to be 
done for maintenance and to 
make safe an important part of 
the Palace of Westminster. And 
also Fra afraid I think if a job’s 
worth doing it’s worth doing 
welL And if it's not worth doing 
well it's not worth doing at all." 

Now what of his notorious 
self comparison with Cardinal 
Wolsey? He didn’t doubt that it 
would appear in his obituary. But 
this was not at all he explains, 
the hubristic boast it is claimed 
to be. but a simple joke. 

Here the Lord Chancellor 
sits beside me so that we can 
pore in detail over both the text 
of the after-dinner speech in 
which he made the remark, and 
the Times account of it. pre- 
sented as part of an interview. 
He compared himself with 
Wolsey in a jokey passage about 
past Lord Chancellors on the 
sole grounds that- Wolsey had 
started the Star Chamber and 
he was chairman of a latter-day 
“Star Chamber", in the shape 
of the Cabinet committee on 
future legislation (QFL). He did 
also say, at the end of this pas- 
sage, that “some of the earlier 
Lord Chancellors" illustrated 


the fact that “in past centuries 
the Lord Chancellor had an 
important wide-ranging role, 
encompassing politics, religion, 

. the economy and even military 
affaire." What he didn't do 
was conflate the two thoughts. 

But didn't it strike a chord 
precisely because his relation- 
ship to Tbny Blair is terrifying- 
ly close to that of Wolsey's to 
Henry VIII? And that his all- 
encompassing writ does indeed 
range over politics, and if not 
religion, the economy and even 
military affairs? And that be 
wields all this power as an un- 
eiecied politician? 

Well he saw it “rather dif- 
ferently". As chairman of many 
Cabinet committees, be was 
rather a “workhorse of this 
government’'. His experience of 
meetings with experts on a 
wide range of issues over the 
years made him a suitable 
ebainnan of QFL. And “I do ac- 
tually think if you hove practised 
for 30 years at the Bar in very 
difficult areas of the law, you do 
bring, certainly in the area of 
constitutional reform, a breadth 
of experience with you which I 
am enthusiastic to put at the dis- 
posal of the Government." 

All the constitutional com- 
mittees he chaired were inter- 
linked; it was sensible to have a 
single chairman for them. “You 
mustn't underrate the huge dif- 
ficulty of this task. It’s very, very 
major. There has been no equiv- 
alent programme of constitu- 
tional reform this century." 

But hang on. This doesn't 
quite answer Lhe question. Cer- 
tainly he has all the qualifica- 
tions to take on the “huge 
difficulty" of the task - except 


one: nobody had actually elect- 
ed him. 

But, said Lord Irvine, wasn't 
a Lord Chancellor who was an 
experienced constitutional 
lawyer an appropriate person to 
handle constitutional reform? 
His predecessor Lord Mackay. 
who after all had been quite a 
busy man, hadn't chaired all 
these committees? 

Well, actually, “James 
Mackay for whom 1 have very 
considerable admiration" might 
well have been the right person 
to do such a thing - except that 
such a thing hadn’t arisen. And 
anyway his writ seemed to run 


No, said Lord Irvine; first, he too 
had bis own appearance before 
PX - and anyway be and George 
Robertson were “absolutely the 
best of friends ... But if PX is to 
do its job properly ... if there's 
any merit in questioning as- 
sumptions and received wis- 
doms, then it's got to its job 
professionally and vigorously. All 
my Cabinet colleagues have very 
broad shoulders." 

What about rumours that he 
bullied staff? “Well, you should 
go and ask them. I think you'll 
find that my private office all 
rather like me." 

It was not true - as a news- 


‘The lady who gives me lunch sometimes 
peels oranges for me. The great public 
should be well pleased that Pm getting a 
daily diet of Vitamin C* - Lord Irvine 


a good deal wider than the Con- 
stitution. Wasn’t he. for exam- 
ple. a very prominent member 
of PX, the committee on pub- 
lic spending? 

Ah well, that was because 
there was a direct link between 
the legislative programme and 
the comprehensive spending 
reviews under PX. But wasn’t 
the truth that he acted as a sort 
of prosecuting counsel in these 
PX sessions with spending min- 
isters? I had heard, for exam- 
ple, that he had treated one 
Secretary of State just like a 
prisoner on the dock ... 

“Which one?" Lord Irvine 
demanded swiftly. Well, since 
you ask, George Robertson, 
Secretary of State for Defence. 


paper diarist had reported - 
that he had ordered one of bis 
private secretaries to peel an 
orange for him. What hap- 
pened was that “the lady who 
gives me lunch in this room 
every day when I have a salad 
over work also occasionally 
peels oranges for me. Well 
she’s very happy to. You should 
go and ask her. And I think the 
great public should be well 
pleased that I am getting a sen- 
sible daily diet of Vitamin C." 

Finally, hadn't there been 
unease in the legal profession 
about the unexpected appoint- 
ment as the Treasury Devil - the 
prestigious if not particularly 
well-paid banister who worts 
full-time for the Government - 


of Philip Sales, who just hap- 
pened to hafl from his own for- 
mer chambers of 11 King's 
Bench Walk? Fust of all Lhis 
was not his appointment at all 
but that of the Solicitor General 
Charles Falconer, who knew the 
Bar backwards. “Charlie fal- 
coner will teD pau that there was 
a strong consensus that Philip 
Sales (a Double Fust with one 
of the largest and most im- 
pressive junior practices at the 
Bar in commercial public and 
some European law) ... was the 
outstanding candidate." 

We now turned to the per- 
sistent rumours that he was at 
virtually permanent logger- 
heads with Jack Straw and his 
colleagues at the Home Office. 
Lord Irvine reached for a sheaf 
of cuttings to deal with each re- 
ported casus belli in turn. 

First, a Daily Mail report that 
Straw had scored a famous 
victory over him by ensuring 
that CPS lawyers would be 
able to appear in magistrates' 
courts without expensive bar- 
risters. This was a marginal 
question - “very small beer" - 
postponing the big issue of 
CPS lawyers’ right to appear in 
all levels of the courts. All that 
bad happened was that the 
original QFL decision to leave 
the legislation to the next ses- 
sion had been brought for- 
ward. “I doubt very much that 
Jack Straw will be claiming 
this as some kind of triumph. I 
take this opportunity to say that 
I have a good co-operative 
relationship with Jack Straw." 
So given all these reports about 
his alleged interference, which 
he strongly denies, was some- 
one out to get him at the Home 


The Japanese economic model is no longer roadworthy 


Forget about Korea, Malaysia. Indo- 
nesia and the other East Asian 
“tiger" economies; it is Japan wc 
should be worrying about. Even a 
light reader of newspapers will have 
been aware that many of the East 
Asian nations are in financial and eco- 
nomic difficulties, for hardly a day 
passes without some new dire item 
of news. For most people, the latest 
movement of the Bangkok bourse or 
whether Korea agrees with the terms 
the IMF is offering for a loan seems 

■(.. irrelevant. We may have learnt a new 
vocabulary of currencies, such as the 
babL the ringit and the won, but the 
crisis l hardly (ouches our lives. 

Japan, however, is different. It is 
a much larger economy, of course, the 
second largest in the world. It happens 
to be an enormous foreign investor in 
the UK, revolutioiiNngoiir motor and 
consumer electronics industries. It is 
also an economy, a society, which has 

had a profound practical impact on our 

daily lives. This is not just because we 
use the products it has developed every 
day; its cars, its TV sets, its VCRs, its 
cameras. It is equally because we have 
both been attracted by some of its ideas 
(for example, the emphasis on prod- 
uct quality or the egalitarian structure 
in factories) and disturbed by others 
(such as the lack of career opportu- 
nities for Japanese women, and the 
- qualityof life of many Japanese men). 

Until four or Five years ago 

1 japan's economic prowess aroused a 

I certain awe: it was the country that 


seemed to be buying up most of 
America, but also the one that 
seemed to get through the recession 
without a surge in unemployment. 
Many people here envied the close 
relationship between companies and 
banks, and the education system 
that funnelled the brightest students 
into large companies. 

Over the past few years, however, 
this perception has shifted. We are 
vaguely aware that things are not 
quite as good as they used to be, that 
Japan stills seems to be in recession, 
that the banks and securities houses 
seem to be in trouble. However we 
have assumed that sooner or later 
things would perk up. just as they have 
here and in America - 1 certainly did, 
even though my Japanese friends 
would suck their teeth and explain 
that things were really still pretty dire. 

In Lhc past few weeks it has 
become clear that things have txxome 
still worse. There is a new econom- 
ic package now being outlined in 
Tokyo, designed to boost the econo- 
my, but il is the third that the Lib- 
eral Democrats have introduced and 
the previous two have failed. Third 
time lucky, or three strikes and 
you're out? 

The key elements of the package 
include u plan to support customers 
of financial institutions that go under, 
and tax cuts directed mainly at com- 
panies, There are not, however, any 
cuts in income tax. or any reversal of 
the rise in sales tax, which went up 
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from 3 per cent to 5 per cent in the 
spring and was responsible for plung- 
ing the economy back into recession 

this summer. 

To understand Japan's problem, 
think back to the last recession in the 
UK. We escaped because sterling 
came out of the Exchange Rate Mech- 
anism and interest rates were cut; the 
first boosted foreign demand and the 
second home demand. In Japan there 
has already been a sharp fall in the cur- 
rency, but much of (he impact of the 
latest part of the fall has been blunt- 
ed by even larger declines of other East 
Asian currencies. So in its fastest- 
grawing markets, the yen’s value has 
actually gone up. Until the autumn 
Japanese exports were doing very well: 
now thanks to this increased com- 


petition from the rest of Asia, plus the 
fall in demand there, prospects sud- 
denly appear sombre. 

At home, demand is fiat. Why? 
Well, in the UK a cut in interest rates 
would eventually jack up house buy- 
ing, and prices, and wc would then fill 
our houses with new things. In Japan, 
they can't really cut interest rates any 
more as the official rates are below 
2 per cenL The housing market is less 
fluid, partly because people do not 
move so often and partly because there 
are great rafts of regulations which in- 
hibit new building. There is no impetus 
to spend more on consumer goods be- 
cause these markets have reached sat- 
uration point: once you have Four TV 
sets you do not really want a fifth; if 
you possess two high-technology loos 
(which squirt warm water up your 
backadc)you do not need a third. Be- 
sides, there is no room. 

It is very easy for an outsider to see 
how demand in Japan might be stim- 
ulated: by having a bonfire of regu- 
lations. Perhaps the most damaging 
arc those that affect land use: some, 
for example, prohibit building larger 
houses, while others protect in- 
efficient builders and discourage new 
construction methods. Privately, 
senior Japanese people admit that the 
main thing strangling domestic 
demand is excessive regulation, jus- 
tified on the grounds of social cohe- 
sion. Ultimately, deregulation gives a 
great boost to an economy, but since 
in the short-term regulations protect 


jobs, progress in lifting them is slow. 

Until a few months ago it seemed, 
however, that a consensus was build- 
ing that Japan had to change, and 
deregulation is a veiy large part of that 
change. You could sec Japan in the 
early stages of a process similar to that 
which took place in the US and UK 
but done in a more consensual way. 
Gradually, over a decade or more, 
Japan would bring in transparent 
financial markets, proper accounting, 
looser building regulations, privati- 
sation, more entrepreneurship - all 
the things that have helped to stim- 
ulate demand in the US and UK 
Japan would change, but without 
the sometimes searing soda! tensions 
that we have had here. 

Gradual change would have been 
fine if luck were on Japan's side. But 
il isn't. In the past few weeks the col- 
lapse of East Asian economies has 
created a new urgency. The country 
cannot rely on exports. Somehow it 
has to jack up domestic demand. 

It is funny, isn't iL? All the old 
virtues, the “save, don't spend" cul- 
ture, the big companies with their dis- 
ciplined workers, maybe even the 
social cohesion, if the price for that 
is heavy regulation - all these virtues 
now seem to be almost vices. The very 
things that made Japan successful now 
seem to be holding it back. They need 
to be less puritan, more epicurean. 
Just as 20 years ago we needed to be- 
come more like them, now they need 
to become more like us. 
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Office? “Oh. it's not for me to 
entertain such unworthy sus- 
picions. Of course I don't." * 
But wouldn't he, as some of 
his colleagues have been known 
to claim, ideally want to preside 
over a Ministry of Justice, leav- 
ing the Home Office as a con- 
tinental-style Ministry of the 
Interior? “I think this depart- 
ment A a Ministry of Justice. I 
think if you put a plaque say- 
ing Ministry of Justice outside 
the front door, I don't think 
anyone would be in the least 
surprised. But if you ask me if 
I have irredentist ambitions 
over the remit of the Home Of- 
fice the answer is no. I think the 
secret is effective co-operative 
arrangements so policy is car- 
ried forward by discussion and 
. agreement" 

He is clearly proud of the 
role his Cabinet committee 
chairmanship played in the 
White Papers on the Euro- 
pean Convention of Human 
Rights and the much more lib- 
eral than expected Freedom of 
Information Btl] - and feels, 
perhaps, that they have not yet 
been given the recognition they 
deserve. He is equally adamant 
that his planned switch from 
legal aid to lawyers taking cases 
on a no-win, no-fee basis is a 


great reform whose time has 
come. When you press him 
hard over about the widespread 
fears that the poor may not be 
able to persuade lawyers to take 
cases under the new system, 
there is just the hint of at least 
one modest concession on the 
way. First, as he has already 
made dear, there will be a Pub- 
lic Interest Fund to ensure that 
cases testing an important prin- 
ciple will still be protected. 
But he also let dip for the first 
time that (here may be a “hard- 
ship" or “hard cases" fund to 
ensure that if poor litigants are 
denied 3ccess to justice - where 
they have a 75 per cent chance 
of success - they can go to court 
On Lords reform, he is not 

- in accordance with the iron 
principle that no Bill shoo Id be 
promised until it has been 
agreed by Cabinet -committing 
himself to legislation in the next 
session ending hereditary 
rights. But that should not in 
any way be taken as backing off. 
“Quite the opposite." It’s clear 
that a Bill is still probable. 
Was there any chance that he 
would go a tiny way to meeting 
Tory anxieties - perhaps by 
allowing hereditary peers a 
handful of voting representa- 
tives but with their heirs pre- 
duded from the peerage? He 
will say only that every option 
will be considered that -doesn’t 
break the principle of Labour's 
outright opposition to heredi- 
tary rights. 

Yes, he says, no doubt be has 
enemies. But everyone does. “I 
actually believe my relations 
with Cabinet colleagues are 
very good." His job driving 
forward policy on Cabinet com- 
mittees - every one of which, 
he says in a typical Irvine- ism, 
has met its ambitious timetable 

- puts him in a potentially con- 
troversial position. 

And look at all these cuttings 
he has assembled on the table. 
Isn't he a little obsessive about 
press criticism? “On the con- 
trary, I am not in the least 
obsessive about the press. Hav- 
ing been a lawyer all my life 1 
correctly antidpated that you 
would ask me about all these 
stories. You're just criticising me 
for being effidenl.” 

So if Cardinal Wolsey is not 
the model -“Oh, for God’s sake, 
I though I'd persuaded you," he 
interjects with just a touch of as- 
perity - was it more perhaps, as 
some have suggested, Willie 
Whitelaw, with his pivotal role 
in the Thatcher Cabinet? “It's 
for others to judge whether I’m 
as avuncular as Willie White- 
law. I come from an entirely dif- 
ferent source, as it were, from 
Willie Whitelaw. He was a very 
emollient figure. People tell me 
I am not emoliienL" 
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Watchdog attacks 
the Pru’s ‘culture 
of non-compliance’ 


Prudential was yesterday given its 
second public flogging in less than 
two months by City regulators 
angry at a ‘culture against 
compliance’ which had led to 
serious management failure 
and mis-selling to customers. 

As Andrew Verity reports, it was the 
nadir of a nightmare year for 
Britain’s largest insurer, which has 
been lambasted by regulators, 
press and Government alike. 


To its first important public statement, the 
new super-regulator, the Financial Services 
Authority, attacked “a deep-seated and 
longstanding failure in management which 
prevented Prudential Assurance from 
recognising its own shortcomings”. 

The FSA said the Pru had failed to ad- 
dress and remedy grave defects in the op- 
eration of its direct sales force which it had 
already been warned about. There was, the 
FSA said, “a cultural disposition against 
compliance which filtered through Pru- 
dential Assurance's branch offices, their 
managers and advisers”. 

The Pru had been more concerned with 
the cost of complying with the Financial 
Services Act than it had with the interests 
of its customers, the regulator said. 

Sales people at Prudential Assurance, 
the corporation's life insurance subsidiary, 
bad conducted misselling while its man- 
agement had failed to put in place proce- 
dures and controls designed to protect 
customers. The Pru bad failed to keep im- 
portant information about customers and 
their financial aims and failed to give cus- 
tomers all the right information. It bad not 
acted with due skid care and diligence and 
bad failed to arrange its compliance 
properly. 

“Prudential Assurance's conduct has 
fallen substantially below the standards that 
the public have a right to expect from a reg- 
ulated firm." the FSA statement said. 

The mis-selling referred not to personal 
pensions, for which the Pru has already 
been scolded, but to a further arrangement, 
a with-profits endowment plan called the 


Prudential Savings Account. Salespeople 
sold the product despite the fact that non- 
taxpaymg customers would be taxed more 
heavily than with an alternative such as a 
PEP. 

The revelation of fresh mis-selling by 
the Pru, which first surfaced in Iftc? 
Independent last May. followed a January 
compliance visit in which regulators 
complained they were shadowed by Pro 
compliance staff who gave band signals to 
warn staff when not to speak. 

The Pro, which in May insisted mis- 
selling of the Savings Account was confined 
to its Sheffield branch, is now understood 
to have been forced to extend an internal 
investigation of the missoid product to its 
entire sales force. Management consultants 
McKinsey have now been brought in to 
shake up the company. 

The then compliance director, David 
Linnell, was replaced by Martin Brownstein 
in March and later left the company in May 
- a departure which the company insisted 
was amicable and unconnected to misse fling 
allegations. 

Further casualties - viewed by some in- 
dustry observers as fell guys - followed. Jim 
Sutcliffe, then chief executive of Pruden- 
tial Assurance, left the company sudden- 
ly in September following a disagreement 
with group chief executive Sir Peter Davis 
over a radical restructuring plan, thought 
to have been prompted by continuing 
regulatoiy attacks. 

Soon after, the insurer was publicly 
attacked by Helen Liddell, economic 
secretary to the Ijreasury, and the FSA's 
predecessor, the Securities and Invest- 
ments Board, over its failure to com- 
pensate victims of pension misselling, 
many of whom were overlooked because 
they had died. 

John Elbourne, Mr Sutcliffe's number 
two at Prudential Assurance since No- 
vember 1 996, yesterday offered a contrite 
acknowledgement of the Pro's failure in its 
duty to customers, saying the company was 
working “extremely hard to ensure prob- 
lems can be put behind us”. He said: “I still 
believe that the people at the Pro want to 
be compliant. I think they generally felt they 
were doing all the right things.” 

Outlook, page 21 




Football club for the future: Leeds United Holdings* vision of its new state-of-the-art £40 m arena 


Caspian unveils huge Leeds arena plan 


Caspian, owner of Leeds United football 
club, yesterday unveiled plans to create the 
biggest sporting and entertainment arena 
in the country after Wembley. Leeds is 
spending £40m developing a huge arena next 
to its Ft lan d Road ground. The new com- 
plex will open by 2,000 and hold at least ISO 
events a year. The 14,000 sealer arena will 
show Leeds Lasers’ Superleague ice hock- 
ey games and basketball matches. The rest 
of the time it will be host to pop concerts, 
entertainment extravaganzas on ice. hit 
theatre shows and conferences and exhi- 
bitions. City analysts estimate the arena's 
box office could hike around £15ra a year, 
similar to Manchester’s huge Nynex centre. 

Situated between the Ml and M62 
motorways, the 50-acre scheme will include 
a new 200-bedroom hotel and a range of 
themed bars and restaurants. Caspian is 
opening talks with hotel and drinks groups 
to build the facilities and its bankers to fi- 
nance the deal. The plans also involve the 


redevelopment of the West stand at the 
Elland Road stadium, which will increase 
the ground's seating capacity from 40,000 
to 45.000. 

Lengthy delays in agreeing the deal were 
linked with the departure of Robert Laun- 
ders. Caspian's former chief executive. 
However. Leeds Council has finally agreed 
to Jet Caspian acquire the majority of the 
5H-ucre site for £ 1 1.3m. The deal ineludes 
the acquisition of the freehold of Elland 
Road and the arena site which is current- 
ly a car park. The group plans to take con- 
trol of the rest of the site shortly. Caspian 
is changing its name to Leeds United 
Holdings, reflecting the importance of the 
new scheme. 

Chris Akers. Leeds chairman said: “This 
is a big club with a big name. Our aim is to 
create one of Europe's leading sports, 
leisure and media groups.” 

Caspian made a pro-forma loss of £6 2m 
for the year to June, having spent a net 


£11. 8m on new players and incurring al2 
per cent rise in its wage bill. Since the year 
end it has also splashed out another £3 .5m 
on players but said it had more money to 
strengthen manager George Graham's 
squad. 

Caspian confirmed plans to set up its own 
pay-TV channel by the start of the next foot- 
ball season. But it has not chosen which 
broadcaster to team up with and is still in 
talks with several parties including Grana- 
da and BSkyB. 

Leeds continues to talk with other dubs 
the Continent to create a joint 
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British Gas the green lightnext week to * 
press ahead with controvereial selecti^,^ 
price cuts which will see 1 
income households largely excluded from : 
reductions. Oare Spottiswoode, the reg- 
ulator, is thought to be keen to reach a j 
conclusion on the price package before 
British Gas plans to implement the cuts 
on 12 January. Ofgas will gfte ics.provi- . 
sional ruling on the price cuts before 
Christmas, though the docuindk is un- 
likely to appear until next week. .. 

Centrica, the demerged British Gas 
supply business, has proposed cuts of ‘ 
around 9 per cent, worth to £2S.off the 1 
average bill for 16 million homes which 
p^bydiredd^itorretdethehaccouhts ( 
promptly. The reductions are the result ‘ 
of drop in transportation charges paid to 
Tiansco. the pipeline network. However 
the proposals would see charges frozen * . 
fori million homes which use prep^ym- 
meters, with very small reductions io^^- 
further two million low income house- 1 
holds. British Gas said it would wait for ; 
the outcome of the Ofgas probe into pre- 
payment meter charges, but is understood 
to have asked the regulator to widen the 
price gap with direct debit customers. J 

Next week’s consultation paper will dear 
the main prices cuts to most homes i and cj 
expected to endorse British Gasfc daim than 
prepayment meters cost much more to run* 
The decision would face strong criticism 
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from the Gas Consumers’ Counci] (GCCV j 1 | III 

which has lobbied to reduce the disparity^ w 

between different types of customer. Johrr 

improfi 
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merchandising and media business. It also 
hopes to sign a deal soon with a Far East 
group to distribute its dub merchandise in 
Asia. 

Leeds plans to take advantage of the 
growing popularity of its internet website 
by selling advertising. The site has already 
attracted 1 million internet surfers a week 
- Andrew Yates 


between different types of customer 
Battle, tbe industry minister, has also 
made clear the government's concern 
that domestic energy competition should! 
not lead to an increase in “fuel poverty” .*■ 
It also emerged yesterday that the GCC 
has complained to Ofgas about new 
cems over domestic competition trials ifi ;• 
Scotland and the North-cast of England. „ 
Tbe GCC said it had received 963 com- ^ 
plaints from customers who had switched ' 
from British Gas to new suppliers, of which ' 
almost 400 involved Eastern, one of the :• 
largest independent gas companies. The • 
GCC said some homes had asked to can- . 
.cel contracts, but had been moved to new [ 
suppliers against their wflL 




Bass sells off 1 ,400 
pubs in £564m deal 


STOCK MARKETS 


Bass announced yesterday the sale of 
most of its tenanted pub estate for 
£564m as part of the massive 
restructuring of the group which will 
see it launch a £850m share buy back 
and still have room for a £1 bn-plus 
acquisition. Andrew Yates reports on a 
deal which brings together two of 
the most successful figures in the 
restaurant industry. 


Bass is selling 1.428 pubs to Roger Myers, 
who created Pelican, the Cafe Rouge and 
Dome restaurant group and Hugh Osmond, 
one of men behind the success of Pizza Ex- 
press. 

The pair are poised to embark on a shake- 
up of the estate involving the creation of sev- 
eral new pub restaurant brands and themed 
bars. 

Mr Osmond said yesterday: “Brewers have 
been spending money expanding their sexy 
pub managed while the tenanted estates have 
been neglected. Some of these pubs have not 
been changed for 20 years. There are a lot 
of opportunities to improve their perfor- 
mance." 

Bass has now raised a total of £800m in 
the last few days with the sale of the pub es- 
tate coming hot on the heels of the dispos- 
al of its Gaia bingo business. It plans to buy 
back £S5Qtn of its shares, or 1 1 per cent of 
its market value. However ii still has a size- 
able war chest and is understood to still be 
looking for hotel acquisitions in the Far East- 

Bass will now concentrate on expanding its 
managed pub estate, and rolling out brands 
such as All Bar One and its O ’Neill's Irish bars. 

City analysts believe that Bass got a 
good price for the pubs and its share price 
rose 4p to 899p yesterday. 


Mark Puleikis, drinks analyst at Merrill 
Lynch said: “Bass could still easily go out and 
spend £lbn tomorrow if it wanted to. It has 
done well to get out of two of its two weak- 
est businesses for a good price." 

However some City observers believe that 
the decision by Bass to give money back to 
shareholders suggests that it has run out of 
acquisition targets. “It is a surprise they gave 
this money back to shareholders so soon. It 
shows that they could not find anything else 
to spend it on,” said one analyst. 

Mr Osmond has made several million 
pounds from selling shares in Pizza Express 
and My Kinda Town, the Henry J Bean's 
group he was also involved with. Now be has 
put most of this personal fortune into the pub 
venture. “I haven’t got much left,” be said. 

Luke Johnson, Mr Osmond's partner at 
Pizza Express, is also taking a stake in the 
business. Mr Osmond is expected to step 
down as an executive director of Pizza Ex- 
press to concentrate on the new pub busi- 
ness. 

He will be joined at the new pub compa- 
ny by Alan McIntosh, who worked with Mr 
Osmond on the flotation of Topps Tiles ear- 
lier this year and was described yesterday as 
“a good old Scottish accountant.” 

The partners are backed by BT Capital 
Partners, tbe private equity arm of Bankers 
Trust, and the new pubs are likely to be added 
to the S45 strong Phoenix pub estate Mr Os- 
mond bought from Nomura, the Japanese 
banking giant, last month. 

Randy Shure of BT Capital said: “The 
brewers are nearly at the end of their disposal 
programme and they have saved the best for 
last. The business is a tremendous cash cow 
and we believe we can create real growth by- 
putting the cash back in the business.” The 
new group is likely to be floated on the stock 
market within five years. 
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National Express told to 
shed Scottish coach group 
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Margaret Beckett, the President of 
the Board of Trade, has a reputation 
for championing competition over 
commercial interests. But, as 
Randeep Ramesh reveals, yesterday’s 
report by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission (MMC) into 
National Express’ rail and coach 
empire saw her instincts snubbed. 
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National Express Group (NEG) would have 
to sell off its £12m Scottish City link operation, 
which provides long-distance coach services 
north of the border, Mrs Becketi said. The 
company runs ScotRail, which operates train 
services in Scotland. 

The decision followed publication by the 
MMC’s report, which concluded there were 
nine routes where subsidiaries of National Ex- 
press operated coach services that overlapped 
with ScotRail train services and that might be 
expected to lead to “an increase in coach fares 
compared with current levels”. 

The MMC also decided that National Ex- 
press owning Central Trains, which ferries pas- 
sengers around the West Midlands, and 
operating local bus services in the area did "not 
operate against the public interest”. 

The MMC report vindicates the officials at 
the Office of Fair Trading (OFT). Just three 
weeks after taking office. Mrs Beckett flexed 
her regulatory muscles hy overruling John 


:\i- 


Bridgeman, the director-general of Fair Trad- _ 
ing. and referring the two National Expres^ ^ 
acquisitions. W.-f' 

Mr Bridgeman advised that neither the 
takeover Of ScotRail, the train company that 
runs services north of the bowler, nor that of 
Central, a franchise which ferries passengers . 
around the West Midlands, should be sent to ; 
the MMC. 

The OFT said that the ScotRail acquisition ; 
should be referred only if National Express did 
not divest itself of its coach company Scottish • 

Citylink - a move which the panel of experts 
at the MMC endorsed. 

NEG will not lose any sleep over the de- 
cision. Last year the group made a record profit 
of £62m on a turnover of £480m. Scottish City-', 
link contributed a pre-tax profit of £lm on sales , 
of just £12m. ScotRail received nearly £300m 
from the Treasury this year to run services, 

NEG executives were pleased with the rift* 
cision concerning Central Trains. “Tfi§, 
Government clearly recognises the benefits that . _. l ll 

we are achieving from an integrated transport ^ Whjj .! 
system," said Colin Childs, NEG’s finance? 
director. . 

Childs said he was “disappointed” by , 
the MMC's decision on Scottish Citylink. “We’’ 
would have preferred some sort of behavioural 1 
undertakings," he added. 

Citylink will now be sold to a buyer within^ 
the next six months and it will be allowed to A 
increase its scheduled coach services within^ 

Scotland for the remainder of the ScotRaif, 
franchise agreement. } 
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Jazz FM owners to bid for Melody Radio # 
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Golden Rmc Communications, owner of the 
radio station. Jazz FM is underv. h k! t« , have nm 
m a bid for Melody Radio, the London station 
controlled bv Hanson. 
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ailing women s station. Operating losses were 
reduced from £15m to £ 1.1m. 

Golden Rose has been extending the Jazz EM -' 
Hanson, which has Ivcn refocusine on hi.iu m , l ° m erchandise such as records. , 

ing materials, put Melody up for sale Iasi nu mrh r ^ double compilation is due out in j 

and a number of companies submitted bids at ^ co " lr l cidc ***** a marketing cam-.: 

the end of last week. Melody, an easy listen in* f 01 ® 0 f°u th J. S !?. Uoa ‘ A fllemed restaurant in Lw- : 
station which bn wfcasison FM. could he w.«i h IP °°' * e Ql ® Jazbar ’ opened in ApriL Further.,- 

around £ 1 8m. and would present Golden ^ steura " 1 openings -part of a joint ventarewith:. 

with an opportunity t. . extend its ia// h™, i *2 ? . “ **** foI,ow Q exi vear in London,: 
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About as damning as it comes for the Pru 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE FSA's CENSURE 
OF: THE PRUDENTIAL 
TWO TEST CASES 
OF COMPETITION 
POLICY, AND THE 
MINIMUM WAGE 


r- : L. 




The wheels of officialdom grind slow but 
the wonderful thing is the way they usu- 
ally get there in die end. Yesterday's pub- 
lic censure of the Pru ewer the antics of 
its 5.000 strong direct sales force by the 
Financial Services Authority, is about as 
damning as they come. 

This partly reflects the inability of the 
FSA to levy fines on those whose conduct 
falls below acceptable standards- In the ab- 
sence of an exemplary fine to demonstrate 
the degree of its unhappiness, the FSA is 
prone to throw both the book and the the- 
saurus, calculating that the damage to com- 
mercial reputation will be just as grave. 

Think of a financial instrument - life 
assurance, unit trusts, pensions - and the 
Pru sells it Think of a regulatory short- 
coming and the Pru has been guilty of it 
- failure to train, deep seated and long- 
standing management failures, a cul rural 
disposition against compliance, unsuitable 
sales, failure to remedy previously iden- 
tified defects. You sort of get the picture. 

The man from the Pru, Sir Peter Davis, 
has been preparing for the onslaught 
since the FSA's hit team went in last Jan- 
uary appointing compliance directors, 
overhauling the structure of the business 
and finally throwing Jim Sutcliffe, head of 
the domestic life assurance business over- 
board in September and taking direct con- 
trol of the UK retail businesses himself. 
As a final oKve branch, he even volunteered 
to join the Personal Investment Authori- 
ty, something his predecessor, Mick New- 
march could not bring himself to do. 

But the question that is rather left hang- 


ing is whether Sir Peter could and sbould 
have acted earlier. By May of next year he 
will have been at the Pru for three years. 
Many of the shortcomings that the FSA 
Identified in January were the same fail- 
ings it had noted in 1995 and 1996. The 
reason for yesterday's public censure lies 
in the Pru’s failure to act on a stream of 
earlier warnings. 

If there is a fig leaf in the statement of 
censure it is the FSA’s acknowledgement 
of the wide-ranging corrective action em- 
barked on by the present management. 
This was enough to lift the spirits of the 
market, which took it as a clean bin of 
health for the new look Pru and decided 
to ignore the FSA's more ominous refer- 
ence to “the extent to which redress is ap- 
propriate” in respect of past business which 
has been missolcL 

This is a long way from a ringing en- 
dorsement of the new regime. The Pru and 
Sir Peter have been put on notice that fur- 
ther failures on the scale of those which 
have previously taken place will not be tol- 
erated. Now that it is part of the PlA, the 
Pru can be fined and now that Sir Peter 
has taken personal charge the buck will 
stop with him. 

Mrs Beckett scores 
one out of two 

It was a day of mixed fortunes yesterday 
for Margaret Beckett, The President of 
the Board of Trade must rightly have felt 


rather pleased with herself as she woke up 
to the news that Bass is selling off 1,428 
puhs — the best part of one- third of its estate 
— to a trio of entrepreneurs best known for 
bringing pizzas and French fast food to the 
masses. 

She may have been feeling a little Jess 
sprightly when the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission's report into the Nation- 
al Express takeover of two rail franchises 
was published a few hours later. 

To take brewing first. Mrs Beckett has 
now been vindicated entirely in her deci- 
sion to block the Bass takeover of rival 
brewer Carfsberg Tetley, a deal wfakh would 
have given it almost 40 per cent of the 
market 

In order to obtain regulatory clearance, 
Bass had offered to dispose of a large chunk 
of its pub estate. However, yesterday’s deal 
suggests it was contemplatingsuch a move 
anyway for commercial reasons. Add in the 
rationalisation of brewing capacity that has 
also taken place since the block was put on 
Bass and the picture is odc of a more ef- 
ficient production and more competitive 
retailing of beer without the need for one 
company to control four in every ten pints 
pulled. 

The MMC's decision to wave through 
National Express's acquisition of Central 
Trains and ScotRaii provided it disposes of 
its competing Scottish bus company, 
City link, makes less pleasant reading. Mrs 
Beckett referred both bids against the ad- 
vice of the Director-general of Fair Trad- 
ing, John Bridgeman. In the case of 
ScotRaiL he actually suggested that any con- 


cerns could be overcome through the sale 
of Ciiylmk. All in all, then, Mrs Beckett has 
wasted six months of everyone's time. 

Maximising benefits 
of minimum wage 

Most reasonable people can accept that 
there is a good case to be made for the in- 
troduction of a national minimum wage. 
The arguments, as the Commons demon- 
strated yesterday when the Government’s 
Bill had its first reading, concern the 
specifics. One issue is the leveL Is the low 
pay commission going lo recommend 
something closer to the unions’ bizarre tar- 
get of half median male earnings of above 
£4? Or to the employers’ pitch for some- 
thing less than £3.50? 

The answer matters because the impart 
of a m inim um wage on jobs depends very 
precisely on how its level compares to how 
much employees are worth to their em- 
ployers. Sometimes the introduction of a 
minimum fa low-paid areas can actually in- 
crease employment by improving the in- 
centive for people to take jobs. This is 
precisely what the Chancellor wants it to 
achieve. 

Too hig h a level, on the other hand, will 
cost some low-paid workers their jobs. If their 
pay reflects their productivity, a higher min- 
imum wage will price them out of work. This 
problem is most likely to arise with young 
and inexperienced employees whose pro- 
ductivity ts genuinely low. The evidence from 


economic research in several countries is 
dear: tc« high a minimum for people in their 
late teens and early twenties can dramati- 
cally raise youth unemploymenL 

This is why some members of the 
Government and low pay commission are 
in favour of an exemption for young peo- 
ple. Apart from anything else, it would 
make the wetfare-to^work programme for 
young people more expensive and less ef- 
fective if they had to be paid too high min- 
imum wage. 

The economics dimensions of the 
choice are dear. Ether there has to be a 
youth exemption to the national min i m um 
or the level must be set low enough not to 
price young people out of work. The for- 
mer looks unfair and is politically unat- 
tractive. The latter makes the policy less 
effective for the rest of the workforce. 

A likely compromise is to link an ex- 
emption for the under-26s to the provision 
of training, which would make it dear why 
they did not yet qualify for the minimum. 

The trouble with this is that it is much hard- 
er to police - any canny employer would 
set up a training programme that satisfied 
the letter of the law, and the potential for 
disputes would be enormous. 

So the hard choice facing the Govern- 
ment is economic and administrative com- 
mon sense versus political practi c alitie s . But 
so important is it to Gordon Brown to 
demonstrate that he is getting more peo- 
ple into jobs that he is unlikely to opt for 
a version of Lhe minimum wage that 
risked putting young people out of work. 
The economists will win this one. 


Burton reveals chief 
at Debenhams made 
£2m profit on shares 


old to 
h group 


■0 

The chief executive of 
the Debenhams 
department stores, 
which are set to be 
demerged from the 
Burton Group next 
month, received £2. 63m 
last year including salary 
and profits from share 
options. However, 
as Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports, 
the sale was due to 
personal reasons and 
does not reflect his view 
of Debenhams 1 prospects 
as a separately quoted 

:J|jmpany. 

'■? ■ 

Terry Green made a profit of 
almost £2m on share options 
cashed in last March, accord- 
ing to the Burton annual report 
published yesterday. This was 
in addition to his annual pay of 
£662,000, a rise of almost 16 
per oent 

However, the company de- 
nied that Mr Green's decision 


to sell almost all his options re- 
flected a lack of confidence in 
Debenhams' future prospects. 
It is understood that Mr Green 
was recently divorced and has 
bought another house. 

Mr Green, and the rest of 
the Debenhams board, will be 
allocated fresh share options in 
Debenhams though the levels 
have not yet been announced 
Other Burton directors will be 
able to carry over their share 
options. The biggest beneficiary 
is John Hoerner, the Burton 
chief executive who wUJ be the 
chief executive of Arcadia, the 
re-named multiples business. 
He holds options worth more 
than £3m. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that Peter Jarvis, the former 
Whitbread chief executive who 
will be the non-executive chair- 
man of Debenhams, will be 
paid an annual salary of 
£170,000 for two days’ work. Mr 
Jarvis defended the pay pack- 
age, saying It had been decid- 
ed by the remuneration 
committee. The annual report 
also showed that Stuart Rose, 
who left Burton after failing to 


win a top job in the de-merged 
group, was paid compensation 
of £582,000. 

The details came as the list- 
ing particulars of Debenhams 
were published These showed 
that Mr Green would be paid 
£350,00 as chief executive. The 
four executive directors will re- 
ceive an annual bonus of ap- 
proximately two thirds of their 
bask annual salary. The share 
split will see Burton share- 
holders receive one Deben- 
hams share and two shares in 
Arcadia for every eight Burton 
shares held . 

Debenhams plans to spend 
£350m on store modernisation 
and open 10 new stores over the 
□ext five years. It will introduce 
mare designer brands and 
hopes to improve still further 
its margins which already stand 
at 10 per cent 

An emergency meeting lo 
vote on the de-merger will be 
held on 22 January. Shares in 
the two companies axe 
expected to start trading on 26 
January. 

Burton shares edged 2-25p 
higher to 143.25p 



Debenhams duo: Terry Green, chief executive (left) and Mathew Roberts, finance director 
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Second-attempt at float to value Monsoon’s founder at £300m 


.f? ^rmer encyclopaedia and 
lA^inger salesman, who 
' started his retail career 
selling Afghan coats in a 
London market, will be 
worth more than £3 00m 
when his Monsoon fashion 
chain comes to the stock 
... market early next year. 

As NjgelCbpe, City 
Correspondent reports, 
t is the group's second 
attempt at a float. 


Peter Simon, who founded Monsoon 
in 1973, owns 96 per cent of the 
group, which is expected to be val- 
ued at around £350m when it comes 
to the main market. He will be sell- 
ing a quarter of his stake, realising 
£87m, but says he does not really 
need the money. 

“I'm not broke now," he said. 
Tm not going to go on a great 
spending spree. 1 have simple hob- 
bies, like sailing. But I’m not into big 
boats.” 

Monsoon pulled its float in July 
last year after a disagreement with 


its broker BZVV. The dispute centred 
on Monsoon's largest shareholder, 
the Malta-based Sycamore Trust, 
which then held 67 per cent of Mon- 
soon's stock. 

That trust has since been dis- 
banded with the stake acquired b> 
two Guernsey- based trustsoperared 
on Mr Simon's behalf. 

NatWest Markets is acting as 
the company's broker this time and 
the value of the business has soared 
from its £25Gm valuation IS months 
ago. 

Monsoon was founded bv Mr 


Simon. 4S. who was horn in Sri 
Lanka during a monsoon - hence the 
name. 

The first store opened in London’s 
Beauchamp Place, specialising in 
garments sourced from the Far East. 
He had discovered the sto ml. u cross 
between it sheep and a goat on a trip 
to Gozo. Local workers developed a 
shaggy coal which Mr Simon began 
importing to Britain. 

Monsoon now has 103 stores in 
the UK and a further 24 overseas, 
selling women's clothing, accessories 
and childrenswear. 


Mr Simon said that Monsoon 
planned to open around 30 new 
stores a year and could double in size 
without saturating the market. 

Monsoon also owns the 
Accessorize format, which sells 
fashion accessories such as jewellery, 
hats', and cosmetics. It has 1 79 
branches, of which 103 are within 
branches of Monsoon. The 
Accessorize chain has four stores 
overseas. 

The croup made operating 
profits of £25.4m on sales of 
t U i7.9m last vear. U has increased trad- 


ing profits in each of the last 12 years. 

No new' money is being raised via 
tbe float and Monsoon's staff and 
customers will not be able to buy the 
shares until after it bas floated as the 
shares are only being placed with 
institutions. 

Mr Simon said that he would have 
liked to have come to the market via 
an open offer but that the group's 
financial advisers had said it would 
prove too cosily. 

Mr Simon said the float would 
enable Monsoon to retain and attract 
top managers. 


• Government reforms cheer 
' South Korean markets 


Overseas investment in UK continues to rise 


South Korea's siode market and 
airretKy amtiQued their cau- 
tious recweiy yesterday, as con- 
fidence grew in ite governments 
resolve to Cany «a the 


: tV' ■■ 

" • 

. . 


res- 
cue package from the Interna- 

• tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
r - Share prices pfennmeted last 

week, after lhe leading candi- 
| date in tom o rrow's presidential 
: election, Em Dae Jung, said 
I that be would renegotiate strin- 
f gem conditions attached by 
| the IMF to its S57bn bail-out. 

* |§iteda^ trance then the 
f ^ffcajgtwmameqt has taken 

| asetasofmarigiappenragand 

r liberaliatkHi mfiBBnies. 


The Seoul stock exchange’s 
composite index rose 4.7S per 
cent to 404226 yesterday, despite 
news that a large pharmaceu- 
tical company. Shin Poong, had 
been suspended from trading 
after it defaulted on repay- 
ments. 

Tbe Korean won closed at 
1 425 to the doDar compared 
witiT 1364 on Monday, when 
the government lifted the trad- 
ing band and allowed the cur- 
rency to float freely. 

The most immediate causes 
of market optimism were a 
series of financial reform mea- 
sures announced by the gov- 
ernment in compliance with the 
IMF agreement 


Foreign investment in 
the UK surged for the 
fifth year running in 
1996, according to 
official figures, although 
new UK investment 
overseas fell below the 
previous year's leveL 
The statistics will 
comfort those who 
feared the Asian crisis 
spelled doom for inward 
investment prospects. 
Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, explains. 

New direct investment by 
foreign companies in Britain 
amounted to £16- 1 bn in l«»b. 


This was the highest inflow 
since 1990 - and a £3.4bn in- 
crease over the previous year 
despite the first leg of the 
pound's rise against other cur- 
rencies and growing concerns 
about Britain opting out of the 
single European currency. 

The pattern of flows reveals 
that European investors have 
become increasingly more im- 
portant to the UK compared 
with both Asian and American 
investment. Despite their high 
profile. Japanese and other 
.Asian projects have amounted 
to only a small pan of the total. 

The rise took total foreign 
investment to £l39.9bn. and 
increased foreign companies' 
earnings in the U K to a record 
£14.4bn. 


Luckil) for the balance of 
payments total. British com- 
panies earned much more from 
their investments overseas. 
Earnings rose hy £3.4bn to 
£27.5hn in l99o. 

However, the rise in new 
UK investment abroad was 20 
percent lower than the record 
level it had reached in 199$. at 
£22bn. This took the total to 
O W. Ibn - still in excess of the 
value of British assets owned by 
foreign companies. Britain re- 
mained one of the world's 
biggest outward investors as 
well as one of the biggest re- 
cipients oi inward investment. 

There was a substantial fall 
in British investment in North 
America last year, although 
investment in other European 


Union countries 'and develop- 
ing countries increased. The 
Netherlands was the most pop- 
ular destination for British 
businesses, followed by France, 
emphasising the growing im- 
portance of the European 
market. 

European companies in 
turn increased their stake in the 
UK, led by the Netherlands and 
Switzerland. New investment by 
American companies dimin- 
ished, although the US con- 
tinued to be the biggest 
investor with an inflow amount- 
ing to £7bn. 

Japanese investments in the 
UK had a book value of just 
over £8bn at the end of last 
year, on which Japan earned 
just t!47m during tbe year. 


Japanese inward investment 
has been far lower than. say. 
Australian investments during 
the past five years. But 1996 did 
see a new inflow of £390m from 
Japan, nearly offsetting a 
£3 79m reduction in investment 
the previous year. 

High-profile projects by 
other individual South-east 
Asian countries remained too 
small relative to the total to reg- 
ister in the aggregate figures, 
but new inflows from all the 
other Asian countries exclud- 
ing Japan added up to £3 19m. 
well above I995's increase of 
£290m. This left their value at 
the end of last year at £2.5bn, 
or about the same as the value 
of Swedish and Danish invest- 
ments in Britain. 



Jobless 

rate 

divides 

expert 

opinion 


Unemployment can fell 
further from its current 
17-year low without 
re-igniting inflation, 
according to some 
optimises about 
improvements in 
the jobs market. 

Not so, says a new 
report which claims 
the jobless rate has 
got as low as it can. 
Diane Coyfe, Economics 
Editor, reports on the 
controversy. 


Unemployment below the cur- 
rent rate of 7.1 per cent would 
be unsustainable, even though 
the threshold below which falls 
in joblessness trigger inflation 
has fallen in the past decade. 
The evidence for this claim, in 
a report published today by the 
Employment Policy Institute, 
will disappoint those who have 
argued that deregulation and 
flexibility in the jobs market have 
significantly reduced the “struc- 
tural" unemployment rate. 

With figures due today like- 
ly to show both the headline rate 
and the more reliable survey- 
based measure of unemploy- 
ment still falling, the optimists 
will point to the fact that pay ris- 
es have remained low despite 
the tight jobs market. Econo- 
mists expect average earnings 
growth to have picked up slight- 
ly. but it will remain at around 
4.5 per cent despite the fact that 
unemployment has fallen to its 
lowest for 17 years. 

The authors of the new re- 
port. Ray Barrel! and Rebecca 
"Riley of the National Institute 
of Economic and Social Re- 
search. say this is due mainly to 
the effect of the strong pound 
in keeping pay and price rises 
low. This, rather than a funda- 
mental change in the structure 
of the jobs market, accounts for 
the surprisingly subdued wage 
growth, they say. 

This is not to say that the sus- 
tainable unemployment rate has 
not fallen at all. Looking at long- 
term flows into and out of un- 
employment, the paper puts it at 
around 7 per cent now compared 
to S-9 per cent during the 1980s. 

The improvement is due 
mainly to an increase in the size 
of the skilled workforce since the 
late I9S0s. The effort to get 
more young people into higher 
education has significantly 
increased the number of grad- 
uates entering the workforce - 
a conclusion that will cheer the 
present Government, which is 
also emphasising lhe impor- 
tance of education and training. 
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Decision time 
over Burton 


Greenalls: At a glance 

Mattel value: £1.25bn, share prica 4215p (+14) 

ffre-jear record 1993 1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Turnover (Ebn) 

0.60 

0.72 

0.77 

1.15 

1 14 


68.0 

74.8 

100.7 

117.4 

137.7 

Earnings per share (p) 

29.4 

26.6 

36.9 

321 

359 

; Divldendsper share (p) 

12.36 

13.10 

14.20 

15.40 

16.71 

Operating profit 

By class of fiusfttess. for year ended Sept 1 997 
£000 

Share price 

pence 




120 


650 




300 


1992 93 94 95 96 97 


It is nearty make your mind up time for 
shareholders in Burton Group. Hie de- 
merger of the Debenhams depart- 
ment stores will take place in a month's 
time and investors, who have already 
been advised by this column not to sell 
ahead of the split, now need to decide 
whether to hang on to shares in Debeo- 
hams. the remaining multiples business, 
to be renamed Arcadia, or both. 

Following the demerger, share- 
holders will receive two Debenhams 
shares and one Arcadia share for 
every eight Burton shares held. After 
yesterday's publication of the listing 
particulars, analysts were upgrading 
their estimates of the relative valua- 
tions. Some arc targeting a price of 172p 
for the two parts, compared with yes- 
terday's closing price of I43.25p, up 
2.25p. They value Debenhams at 112p 
- a 15 per cent premium to the mar- 
ket - with Arcadia accounting for the 
remaining 60p. The choice for in- 
vestors is between Debenhams. a high- 
ly rated business with a solid track 
record, and Arcadia, which potential- 
ly has more upside but also carries more 
risk as its record is patchy. 

Debenhams certainly looks the 
safer bet. Its margins are already run- 
ning at 10 pier cent and every additional 
percentage point gained adds another 
£10m to profits. The chief executive, 
Terry Green, reckons there is much 
more to go for. He plans to boost profits 
by rationalising the supplier base as well 
as cutting back on discounting to 
spend more weeks of the year selling 
at full price. A £35lhn capital expen- 
diture programme will pay for 10 new 
stores in the next five years and upgiade 
the remainder of the 88-strong chain. 

At the multiples business, which in- 
cludes Top Shop, Principles and 
Dorothy Perkins, the challenges are 
greater. Margins are only 5 per cent and 
the chief executive, John Hoernec, is 
likely to shuffle the store portfolio by 
converting less profitable formats into 
tbe fledgling Racing Green brand. Mr 
Hoemer also wants to shift selling space 
towards womenswear, which already 
accounts for 60 per cent of sales. 

The challenge will be to avoid the 
problem which has dogged the multi- 
ples in the past, which is that whenever 
the difficulties of one format are 


resolved a fresh set of troubles seem 
to emerge elsewhere. 

So hang on to shares in Debenhams, 
even though the valuation could soon 
look quite full. Arcadia, with its weaker 
brands, is more for braver souls who 
are seeking a recovery play. 

Green shoots at 
Greenalls 

Investors in Greenalls breathed a sigh 
of relief yesterday. Growing concerns 
that its pub estate in the North-west was 
going from bad to worse following a 
warning on summer trading, had sent 
the share price spiralling downwards 
in tbe last few months. But Greenalls' 
announcement that sales are beginning 
to recover calmed traders' nerves and 
the shares jumped 14p to 4ZL5p. 

Nevertheless. Greenalls’ problems 
are far from over. It is increasingly dear 
that the group paid too much for the 
Boddington pub estate two years ago. 


ft has been saddled with more than ils 
fair share of poor houses, which are 
struggling to compete with the themed 
pubs that arc springing up around the 
country. 

That said. Greenalls is doing the 
right things to overcome the difficul- 
ties. Having been guilty of under- 
spending on its own brands, the group 
is doing all it can to catch up. It has sold 
off some of its worst pubs and the policy 
of shifting some of the poorly per- 
forming managed outlets to its tenanted 
estate is already paying oft. 

Even so. the investment will take 
time to bear fruit and Greenalls may 
have difficulty getting good locations 
in the scramble for new sites. All this 
means the short-term earnings outlook 
for the pub estate remains subdued. 

Greenalls' leisure businesses should 
more than take up the slack. Its De 
Vere hole! operation and travel lodges 
are going great guns, buoyed by the up- 
swing in the provincial hotel market 
which still has some way to go. The 
Village Leisure hotel and health club 
business is another jewel, and a chain 


of fitness clubs is on the way. Analysts 
forecast current year profils of around 
1 1 70m. putting the shares on a prospec- 
tive p c ratio of less l flan IU. If 
Greenalls’ management fails to come 
up with the goods, industry predators 
arc lurking. Good value. 

Pound hammers 
Kenwood 

Shareholders in Kenwood must he 
fuming. A year ago. the troubled elec- 
tronic appliance maker received an in- 
formal approach from Pifen. its smaller 
hut more successful rival. At the time. 
Kenwood's shares traded at n round 
21 Hip. The talks broke down, however, 
and since then Kenwood's shares have 
plummeted. They closed down h.5p at 
1 1 Up yesterday. 

Not ihal KenwtHidcan complain. In- 
terim results showed a Id per cent slide- 
in sales ami operating profits. Chief ex- 
ecutive Colin Gordon, the former 
Grand Met man who took over in Feb- 
ruary. argues that the strong pound 
wiped £l. y m off profits. Given that the 
currency is actually squeezing export 
sales - rather than just reducing the val- 
ue of overseas earnings - this amounts 
to saying that Kenwood would be fine 
if only it wasn’t doing so badly 

7b he fair. Mr Gordon seems to have 
the right idea. He's farming out basic 
manufacturing to subcontractors, 
culling unprofitable lines, and hiking 
prices for the more popular products. 
This should have been done five years 
earlier, but that's hardly his fault. 

Is this a turning point? Certainly, 
margins should pick up as cosi-cutting 
and price increases feed through. But 
any recovery will be slow and painful. 
Currencies will continue to hurt and 
Kenwood remains burdened by a £47m 
mountain of short-term debt. Mizushi. 
its Italian subsidiary, is being run at 
breakeven because it is too expensive 
to close and no one wants to buy it. 

Brokers forecast full-vear profits for 
Kenwood of £hm. implying a forward 
p/e ratio of 12. That leaves the shares 
looking fairly valued. Shareholders 
can hang on in the hope that, now the 
size of its target has ha Red. Pifco plucks 
up the courage to mount a hostile bid- 
But it's hard to see what a predator 
could do that the current management 
isn't doing already. 
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Do I hear the rumbles of discontent at the 
Department of Trade and Industry? Th e 
PT1. rumour has it, is set lo lose its first senior 
civil servant since Labour's election victory. 
John Michell, the director of oil and gas. is 
understood to be taking early retirement at the 
lender age of 55. Sources say that Mr Michell 
plans to pursue a belter-paid career in the 
private sector. 

Mr Michel I's decision to leave has, ac- 
cording to some colleagues, nothing to do with 
the change of Government. Apparently Mr 
Michell -got on like a house on fire” with John 
Battle, the industry minister. But others 
pointed lo recent shifts in emphasis over con- 
sumer policy, with Mr Battle pushing for guar- 
antees that the poor would not lose out 
following the introduction of domestic elec- 
tricity and gas competition. It seems that Mr 
Michell, regarded by many as one of the main 
architects of Tory energy polity, has been ab- 
sent from recent meetings with the minister. 
One source reckons Mr Michell has been "a 
bit of a fish out of water' since tbe election. 

Mr Michell. a career civil servant, came to 
prominence three years ago over claims that 
he had received red roses from Clare Spottis- 
w»K*de, the gas regulator. The allegations 
t she did send him flowers, but not roses) came 
at Lhe height of the "cold war” between the reg- 
ulator and British Gas. More recently, relations 
have thawed considerably, a development for 
which Mr Michell can claim much of the credit 

A heart-warming seasonal touch from the New- 
Labour Treasury. Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor, has departed from the normal depart- 
mental practice of putting an ancient snowy 
oil painting or cartoon of some distinguished 
deceased chancellor on the Christmas card in 
favour of up-to-the-minute drawings by chil- 
dren related to Treasury staff. 

Two winners. Nicholas Gibbs, aged 7, and 
9-year-old Kier Ferguson, were awarded 
prizes at a ceremony at Number 1 1 Downing 


Street last week. Along with a tour of Down- 
fogStreet, they each got a £50 voudiertar. 
Tow-R-Us and had their original artwort 
ta£ed, gaining an important early lesson “ 
rWarfsofhard wort One pnze-wmntng 

picture shows multi-coloured stars. 

has Father Christmas scattering cash from a 

sack in his sleigh. , 

On reflection, it’s not a vciyNew Ubour 
theme, but who can blame theChancellorfor 
being unable to resist such a charming scene. 

Charles Fry, the workaholic chief executive of 
Johnson Fry, is standing down after 28 years 
in which he has built up one of the most suc- 
cessful financial advisers in the country, now 

worth £ 20 m. from scratch. . . 

Mr Fiy, grandson of the fonner England 
cricket captain CB Fry, will have plenty to do, Jp, 
with a large portfolio of his own to manage^ 

He founded the financial adviser in 1969 
with his partner Michael Johnson - who 
dropped out of the business a few years later 
- as a two-man business. Within 20 years the 
company was ready to float, and set about mak- 
ing the company’s name as the biggest arranger 
of Business Expansion Schemes. 

It was soon snapped up by London In- 
vestment Trust, which ran into severe finan- 
cial problems. Soon Johnson Fry was the only 
viable part of the business. 

The company was again hit in 1995 when 
the Government put an end to BESs. Like a 
chameleon, Mr Fry again transformed the com- 
pany. Rebecca Thomas, aged just 33, was ap- 
pointed as managing director and set up the 
top-performing Slater Growth fund - among 
others. Mr Fry will slay on for two days a week 


For a thrusting powerhouse of accountancy and 
management consultancy, when it comes to 
marketing the mighty Arthur Andersen has 
always been a bit more backward about com- 
ing forward than some of its rivals. After all, 
when revenue has grown at rates comfortably 
into double digits for year after year, it is pre- 
sumably easy to let the figures speak for them- 
selves. 

But now. possibly feeling threatened by the 
Big Six mega-mergers involving KPMG, Ernst 
& Young, Coopers & Ly brand and Price Wa- 
terhouse, it has appointed one Matthew R 
Coming to the grand-sounding post of man- 
aging partner-communications and integrating 
marketing (whatever the latter is). A veteran 
of government and airlines, 42-year-old Mr 
Gonring will report directly to Jim Wadi a, the* 
Chicago-based firm’s first non-LIS head man. 

One can only wonder how this “com- 
munications management” expert will mesh 
with John Newton, the jovial, jazz-loving City 
insider who has looked after the firm's affairs 
in the UK for as long as anybody can remember 
and is much more of the nudge-and-a-wink 
schooL 


Demand for new 
mortgages eases 


The demand for new 
mortgages has begun to 
fall for the first time 
since 1995, according to 
figures released 
yesterday by Barclays 
Mortgages. The data 
adds to earlier economic 
evidence from the 
Treasury which has 
eased pressure for a 
further interest rate rise. 
Andrew Verity reports. 

Barclays said it believed the 
housing market had now cor- 
rected from the slump of the 
early 199fls. But it added that 
further strong growth was now 
unlikely. 

Jim Chadwick, marketing 
director, said: “The slight fall in 
lending should not be a cause 
for concern. Growth so far this 
year has been very healthy and 
we knew that the surges we saw 
last year could not be sustained 
long-term. 

"Wining confidence is prob- 
ably due to lhe year's interest 
rate rises. People need to realise 
that rates have now probably 
peaked and it Is safe lo consider 
moving or buying a house for 
the first time.” 

Lending in November 


slipped to £6.7bn, down by 4 per 
cent from its October level of 
£7.0hn. The company’s mort- 
gage index, which measures 
how much business has been 
done by all mortgage lenders, 
showed a slight fall of under 1 
per cent last month in compar- 
ison with October last year. 

More business is still being 
done compared with last year, 
but the growth of business has 
slowed down sharply. As re- 
cently as September, mortgage 
lending was over 10 per cent 
higher than in 1996. November 
was the first month which which 
lending fell year-on-year since 
September 1995. 

Meanwhile, Halifax, the 
country’s biggest mortgage 
lender with a 20 per cent share 
of (be market, is boosting the in- 
terest paid on savings accounts 
from l January by at least 0.25 
points. The savings rate rise fol- 
lows a similar boost to Halifax's 
variable rale mortgages, to 8.7 
per cent, following the Bank of 
England's quarter-point rate 
rise in early November. 

But Halifax's rates on savings 
and current accounts still remain 
at least 2 percentage points be- 
low those of supermarkets and 
building societies such as Brad- 
ford & Bingley. For amounts less 
than £5.000, Ils top rate is 43 per 
cent a year - against 6.8 per cent 
at Bradford & Bingley. 
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First Choice, the UK’s third -largest 
holiday maker, confirmed yesterday 
that the holiday market was 
booming as it announced its best 
ever start to the new season with 
summer bookings up a quarter 
compared with last year. 

The group also plans to capitalise 


on the growing popularity of cruises 
by offering its 1 .6 million customers 
new holidays in the Mediterranean 
for summer 1999. 

The announcement comes a week 
after rival Airtours announced its 
bookings were storming ahead of 
last year. 


First Choice's underlying pre-tax 
profits more than doubled to 
£22m in the year to October. But 
the discovery of an accountancy 
error under the previous 
management team wiped £8.6m off 
the bottom line. 

- Andrew Yates 


Government borrowing rises Ernst & Young passes KPMG 
but spending stays on target in accountancy firm rankings 


The Government borrowed 
£2.3bn in November. Although 
ibis was a little more than the 
City had expected, it left the total 
for the financial year so far at 
£4.Sbn and easily on course for 
the Trcasuiy’s target of £9.5bn 
for the full financial year. 

Some economists believe the 
Chancellor. Gordon Brown, 
could do even better, so tough 
has he been at cracking down on 
public expenditure. Spending by 
government departments is 
down 1 percent thbyear. rather 
than rising 1.7 per cent as fore- 
cast - and (his despite inflation 
that has been higher than ex- 
pected when Kenneth Clarke, the 
fonner chancellor, set the current 

cash totals for public spending. 


Jonaihitn Lovnes. an econ- 
omist at HSBC Markets, said: 
“Barring a very large splurge at 
the end of the year, it now looks 
certain that spending will under- 
shoot the official forecasts 
significantly.” Adam Cole at 
James Cupel, predicted the 
PSBR could be as low as £5bn 
in (he current year. 

With spending reined in, 
lower revenues accounted for 
the somewhat disappointing 
November figure for the public 
sector borrowing requirement 
(PSBR). Total government tax 
receipts for the first eight 
months of were 5.2 

per cent lower than the same 
period a year earlier. 

- Diane Coyle 


Ernst & Young has leapfrogged 
KPMG. the firm with which it 
is planning to merge, lo become 
the world's second- largest 
accountancy firm, with total 
fees for the past year of $9. 1 bn 
f£5.6bnl, according lo figures 
just published. 

The firm, headed in the UK 
by Nick Land, reached the 
runner-up position through 
recording <i rise in fee income of 
16.7 per cent. This was the only 
increase in revenues that ap- 
proached the 19 percent post- 
ed by- .Andersen Worldwide, the 
global number one. says In- 
ternational Al\ i muting Bulletin. 

The journal, which pub- 
lished its annual accountancy 
firm ranking yesterday, points 


out that, although Andersen 
faces losing its lop spot if the 
E&Y/KPMG merger goes 
ahead, it continues to grow 
faster than any of ils main rivals. 
Last year, the combined rev- 
enues of the two business units 
- Arthur Andersen and An- 
dersen Consulting - totalled 
$ 1 1 .3hn. KPMG saw revenues 
rise I l.l percent to S‘»hn. 

Coopers & Lyhrand. in 
fourth place, saw fees rise 10.7 
per cent. t< » 57.5bn. while sixth- 
placed Price Waterhouse, the 
firm it is planning to merge with, 
recorded a 12 per cent rise to 
X.vfihn. Dcloille Touche 

Tohmatsu was in fifth place 
with fees of S7.4bn, 

- Roger Trapp 
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US markets boosted as 
inflation fears subside 


Signs that US inflation remains tame boosted the US financial 
markets yesterday by removing any residual fear that tbe Fed- 
eral Reserve might raise interest rates at its last Open Mar- 
kets Committee meeting of the year. Consumer prices rose 
just 0. 1 percent in November, trimming the annual inflation 4k 
rate lo 1 .8 per cent. “Core” prices, excluding volatile food * 
and energy components, also rose 0.1 per cent during the 
month. A 0.7 percent drop in transport prices thanks to lower 
air fares explained the smaller- than-expected increase. 

Wall Street economists expressed relief that early signs 
of pressure on wages had not fed through to prices yeL al- 
though some remain convinced the Fed will have to raise rales 
during the first few months of 1998 as inflationary pressure 
build in the jobs market. Separate figures showed new house- 
building starts up unexpectedly last month. The number of 
new homes started climbed 0.8 per cent, reaching an annu- 
al rate of 1 33 million units. Low long-term interest rates are 
boosting the housing market. 

RBS takeover clears hurdle 


- LuawvTV 

of Birmingham Midshires Building Society. RBS, Britain’ 
ninth-largest bank, said in August it would buy Binninghar 
Midshires lo increase its branch network in England and it 
mortgage lending throughout the UK. The acquisition raus 
still be approved by Birmingham Midshires' members an< 
the Financial Services Authority, the financial regulator tha 
will come into being next year. .Analysts had not expected 
referral since the combjnutii >n would result in less than 5 pc 
cent of the UK mortgage market. 

Profits on target at Wickes 

Wickes. the building materials company, yesterday said it ea 
peeled operating profit for the year to il December to b 
in tine with company expectations given the sales performano 
to date and lhe " success 1ul" control of costs. Wickes said mar 
kei amdui.^’-rcmaincd satisfactory” during the second haJ 
lhat like-for-like sales growth in ils UI 
business for the 48 weeks lo 29 November was 10.2 per cenl 

of 1997 ^"^' hkc : for ‘ like growth in the second had 
„ m ' ,Wcr than Ihal ac ^9ved in the first half as thi 

c .mpanv t raded against stronger .second-half 19% sales com 
pa raises. Wickes said. 

Peter Black buys Ferrosan 

h^L? ,I h! i p Holdin8S ’ lhe hea,lhrare and footwear group 
has N H ght Ferrosan (UK) Ltd from Ferrosan AS of Den 

Ferrosan “Tr.T ° farou nd £35ffl. Boti 
mins min* i 7 ^ ac ^ Healthcare are suppliers of vita 
i-beine lund S r su ^ emenLs lo UK market. The dea 
shares ai ,* d ,n . purl bv placin ±? 5 new Peter Blacl 

,, i p “U** ril, smg around £ J S.5m. In the year endet 

that date were t4^ m ’ 31111 3djuSted net a 

Portfolio bought up 

rK-r rent nt L p? a llT al *? r,,din 85 has bought the balance of 31 
n Wn -p nnr ' rl ( ol, ° Fund Management it did not ahead; 
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Share buy-back plans leave the City awash with cash 


MARMT REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


The stock market is in danger 
of becoming awasb with 
money. Share buy-backs and 
the tendency for predators to 
toss around hard currency 
rather than shares is pumping 
cash into the system at an in- 
creasing rate and encouraging 
blue chips to romp ahead. 

As if celebrating Bass' de- 
cision to reward its share- 
holders. Footsie advanced 81.6 
points to 5JD3A. 

After selling its tenanted 
pubs the brewing group de- 
clared its intention of return- 
ing £85 Om through the 
increasingly popular “B” 
shares route, which does not 
disadvantage small share- 
holders. 

Others sprinkling cash 
around indude Diageo, the in- 
ternational drinks cocktail 
which comes to market today, 
and Reuters, said to be keen 
to buy ihe VS Primark infor- 


mation group. The largesse of 
the three tops £5bn. 

With cost savings assuming 
increasing importance in cur- 
rent corporate thinking and 
companies happy to assume a 
much higher debt ratio, the 
tide of share buy-backs, which 
has flowed strongly in the past 
few years, is bound to become 
even more powerful. 

Takeovers are also con- 
tributing to the embarrass- ‘ 
ment of riches. Merrill Lynch's 
move for Mercury Asset Man- 
agement represents another 
£3.1bn cash injection. Other 
cash bids include the Swiss- 
based Richemont's £lbn offer 
for the outstanding 30 per 
cent of luxury goods group 
Vendome and the US Her- 
cules £lbn strike at the Allied 
Colloids chemicals group. 

With the coffers of many do- 
mestic institutions over flowing 
and foreign investors regarding 


London as undervalued the 
wall of money argument is be- 
coming difficult to counter. 

Once again, the buying in- 
terest is being concentrated on 
blue chips. Supporting indices 
had the invidious experience 
of failing to register advances. 

Abbey National led the 
Footsie charge, soaring 90p to 
1.1 47p. The shares had a typ- 
ically order-driven volatile 
close, moving from 89p to 71p 
before selling for a 90p gain. 
Other financials were strong. 
Bank of Scotland rose 27 p to 
584p and National Westmin- 
ster Bank 46p to l,045p. 

Alliance & Leicester 
jumped 37 Jp to S3 lp, helped 
by a suggested SBC Wirburg 
switch from Northern Rock, off 
4.5p off at 559.5p. Halifax, 
where stories of returning cash 
to shareholders are going the 
rounds, put on 24_5p to 770p. 

Drugs were also in form. 


Lehman Brothers produced a 
range of share targets. 
SmithJQine Beech am moved 
towards the Lehman's ex- 
pected 700p, gainin g 23p to 
651; Zeneca, given a 2^50p ob- 
jective, put on 45p to 2,028p. 
Talk of a US bid was another 
influence in the SB advance-. 

Nycomed Amershara cele- 
brated today’s arrival in Foot- 
sie with a 125p gain to 2,270p. 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

1150- 

1100- Abbey I 1 

1Q5Q National I — -j 
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The Angfo-Norwegian health- 
care group had, at one time, 
looked a candidate for selec- 
tion at last week's Footsie 
steering committee meeting. 
But a sudden loss of form sab- 
otaged its chances. A modest 
revival since the meeting 
means it becomes a Footsie 
constituent before the three 
chosen last week, which will 
not become members of the 
exclusive club until Monday. 

NA's inclusion follows the 
Grand Metropolitan and 
Guinness roll up into Diageo. 

Barton, holding investment 
presentations on its Deben- 
taams demerger, rose 2_5p to 
1435p and Johnson Maftbey 
firmed 2p lo 526.5p as War- 
burg hosted a presentation. 

Shield Diagnostic added 
17_5p to 757 Jp on talk Abbott 
Laboratories is about to buy 
a stake or even bid. 

Profit warnings took their 


toll Danka Business Systems, 
the seemingly unstoppable of- 
fice equipment group, crashed 
29i5p to 217.5p; Universal 
Salvage fell 25p to 80p and 
Alumasc 632>p to 242-5p. 

Eidos. the computer games 
maker, was ruffled by a direc- 
tor's disposals. Geoffrey 
unloaded 3.4 per cent, most of 
his stake, at 700p, raising £4-2 hl 
T he shares fell 22Sp to 717-5p 

British Aerospace slipped 
20p to 1,73 Ip. scant reward for 
NatWest Securities, which 
hoisted a £26 target price. 

Asda. results tomorrow, 
got the NatWest chop ahead 
of tomorrow’s interim figures. 
NatWest is looking for£180m, 
up 10 per cent. But, as if sup- 
porting the Safeway takeover 
theory, it says Asda “lacks 
scale and needs to expand its 
penetration of the UK grocery 
store market”. The shares 
eased lp to 174p. 


t aking stock 

Ionica, the fledgling telecoms 
group using digital radio 
wave technology, is the new 
issue disaster of the year. 
Floated at 390p in July and 
subsequently reaching 421p 
the shares Cell 16p to 60p. Too 
many seem to have got their 
wires crossed. Ionica admits 
its national roll-out is nine 
months behind schedule and 
teething troubles are limiting 
capacity and slowing 
customer sign ops. 

Celebrated has offered share- 
holders little to cheer about 
since arriving at 18p two 
years ago. But a reshaping 
may change fts fortunes. It 
sold its 15 roadside eateries 
to Granada for £3m and ac- 
quired Restaurant House, 
running Chili's Grills and 
Bars. As a result. Red Hot 
Concepts, a US group, has 
more than 30 per cent of the 
capital. Celebrated shares 
held at l(K5p. 
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70790 BffB 145 X 

voemisszao 145 x 
0780 TOW 321 

2W00 2B2W 321 

ro* ease 570 » 

2218? 22220 570 X 
34*0 3640 125 
*1*0 43TO 125 

40*0 4? 70 4J3 X 

m!50 B300 423 X 
B9» 9*60 QBO 
VH30 B850 080 
2U90 224* *00 
12760 tMflO 400 
2230 24M 014 X 

2450 2590 OK X 
roro anro oh 

7000 WTO 0<3 
2030 3050 ISO 
3500 3670 <« X 
6630 J1UO 260 


UdOnd 8 Gen Acc 23STO S2SD 260 

mnsion Em« tfn90 0*473 331 


Hocnwy 
Hocnifiyi acc 
S econd Don 
Second Got Ace 

SmxCro 
SnB-GasAee 
SBi Ena tela 

ShEaslAsaAcr: 
imaopy 
Tnraaw 
Truywrr Acc 


5500 Jam 7 HR 
SJ2 V4O0 EBB 
asm BOM 3 75 
23990 25JJB are 
mzo 7320 204 
wm 6570 26* 
M730 26100 2 20 
33*50 35380 220 
2505 2SB 707 X 
SZB 55K 4® 

23080 250*0 458 


Hark* A Sp«ar LMc Hariri Lad 

KBO ' 


B&5? 


“awe 


MvPfcteAX 

L3U00CO 

liSJMScte 

UKSeririd 

LKSksPfctto 
tordnQnto 
AtoFtaTc Qwth 
* Kjnot 


. mam S3?x 
mam n**t> zn 
25200 aaao eh 
S93) 1S9J0 196 
R3B S3B 198 
B8M 2B1M 103 X 
2*370 25120 193 X 



Jew raw a*i 
8067 BUS 064 
4*» 0260 D?B 
04 BD M3B DM 

Tim Tam om 

W190 KOTO 406 X 
<4i» aam 067 

9844 55450 4QSX 
MW 5167 Om 
irao ran aa 
1*850 BAM 210 X 
8360 6391 147 X 


Merrory Fond Fta* Lad 
An»-ro*» 583 Jo 3050 00D 


I hcomc S Gwtft 


Srteffr Bkn . _ 
ercmajtCipAoc 

5fi 

0401 Acc 
Eiro; ifcu 
EnplULsAcc 
EiW- G«P 
Eurpn Gwn fCL 
Enron 4t= 

Ejrpn he Act 
Gcnorai, 
Gcrardflcc 
GWMI Band DCC 
®SS!l Send he 
GtUiGen 
Gdd&Oar Acs 
Gonseai 
GntSasAe: 

H<*l VMJ Bond 

HghYcUSOMAdd 


38310 4xno am 
wz fa tsi 70 omx 
*4450 15360 aoox 
E£<a mm 754 x 

E230 TOGO 254 Y 
rang rOQTO OMX 
0630 0090 484 X 
12080 SX MJX 
17860 13830 >±73 1 
*»» «?8B OCX 
44140 *6740 aq X 
bciic asm iB3 x 
15051) com 383 x 
7154(1 760 70 zn X 
MrCOQBMKI ZV X 
WBV MUO 
CttTO 0530 47? r 

SPSS 3® 0E3» 

X7J7C tl?B0 063 < 

XW» xe« 5M 
2M40ZU50 526 
rooflo lev oon 
Wlo C740 6W 


BdmcsdAcc 

LKOw* 

torWtocUHcThK 

tuope 

EucpeAcc 
EjrtDI nc he 
EjnmhcAcc 
Fi* Etoi Acc 
F tatoFuKtoAcc 

FroddFindshc 


Mm Amnrica 
Hm Amaroa Ac* 

UKGvnrd Acc 

UK hcomn 
UK hoone Acc 


„ «dH 
IKEBAFatoiAcc 
UgnirtoCOF 
IflCSraatoCwAcc 


Newton Fund Mw ay n Led 


ram COB 171 
Ti73o cam i7i 
133*0 14000 103 
toe? Lad 
0B17 vim am 
9755 Karo nro 

0121 5336 885 X 

5786 BOSS 069 
51*0 S4J5 037 
BO 77 0517 030 

7607 0ta 090 X 
47t3 am 

sun 0571 am 
6140 8531 aoo 

TOS5 0546 m 
BOB0 8537 153 

3179 9808 153 

8177 BS£7 X 

9564 >0094 Z.B 
86B? S1SJ 144 8 
9631 B16S 144 
5Q£3 COM 575 
6*92 6837 US 
0033 OBB 103 
0670 1*434 103 


FAPfleal 
FAPCarii 
FAP EnwrnrnMFs 
FAPEiaope 
FAP ijMXldFw Ira 
FAP Japan 
FAP North ArTwy 
FAP PEP Gw* 

FAP PEP he 
FAPI>. 


40*1 ItMi OOO 
*05? (BtcTi 000 
QOO 
IMO 
098 
217 
000 
107 
U6 

zn 

— . are 
son Mai 4js 
3549 3706 OOOX 



Ttm*K*prod 
Witch 'Sn 


FAP IJKTni 


*522 *722 Odd 
=4*1 7823 OOOX 
<978 5195 400 X 

26ffi 2933 000 4 
8506 8883 OOOX 
5828 8039 000 
5878 61*4 276 
8034 mm an x 
7117 re« aa » 
5388 S0J7 881 X 


omx 

B6V 17570 123 

V134 BU4 668 

18880 19980 O* 

nun naiw nrm 

irOTO rOBO 695 X 
B380 21L3D 122 
B7B0 17730 45* 
iTim jsmo iwx 
670 ao 07730 OM 
201X) rcro ia 

ram ns to oxsx 

SoMratai Unto TVucc ton Lad 
ConcModPHrmncB S179 SBD4 TDD 

EUfcol -9122 0758 108 

EuroGw* *83 10*80 OOB 

FTS BO 773* 8179 172 

Lediw 7161 7658 430 X 

MBOwOr 1*30 12600 OB 

Mana oad Bam ram 040 

LKEtOwKi 8784 9394 IS 

Scnlard LBe UHt Trust* 

U Lhdihn Ud. EdMmnh EH I JDH 
T*l 0900 030 

OhtcilArwntBO 51*4 5170 TO 

OtoOalAdvraaatec 3848 5077 TO 

toAthonatec na 6305 158 

hoMmEehc *382 *40* 358 X 

ManaoTOAcc 7076 7501 194 

Pro™* Inc 5331 55)8 847 X 

Pranwr Ire Acc mm am 8*7 

LKEanniwihAce 12100 earn 125 

' JfJ iyy >*;?*«: »c sjw S4B0 150 

UKErayHahhotec 7i« 7530 350 

skwnSaraLKa Tnwx rtont Ltd 
EJcpeontec 87*6 7188 002 

G4t A FiffidH 3*38 3834 60* 

Japan 20PO 2210 OOO 

NSAmencanAcc 7*94 7903 000 

OiaasLargeCosAcc 37* <0 <0830 368 
Padtlc Bow 3000 XU3 172 

IKExjJlyrlmAcr. VOW 10730 1*4 

UvEoulmtoilnc 7090 7534 1*4 

LfiimComAcc SAW 5765 QS 

Sraraan hrary Line That Km Lad 
American 61200^*880 QTO 

American Aee 7310 76300 OOO 

Bnttoh BSmBOAQ SJB 

307860325720 210 
saoo ram os* 

WOW 17000 03* 

TtESB 123*0 om 
nam 123*0 ooo 

6221 e«25 OKI 

7030 7*68 QDO 

. Z7TB 29370 102 

HmUTWm Trustee 324M 3*300 US 
my any fwi 
8399 8908 ODD 
23*00 3*760 191 

BOO 98*1 871 
6*00 15400 871 
27340 23820 101 
32260 34360 173 
35100 37360 173 
■glm 55000 Om 

Lid 

_ so® am 

<863 5222 000 
07100 MSOOO 151 
koto xan 401 
0460 19740 006 
12260 asm OOO 
515? 5160 127 

5127 &37 194 
2*800 20500 000 
5233 5693 135 
13230 MQOO 107 
10490 mm 191 
5801 5808 4*5 


ftxon Acc 


Eur ' 

EurGwdiAcc 
European 
European Acc 

tiyaameni Tnca 


Japan Ace 


MirnoBdGMhAcs 

NowPoahcAcc 
Sarras imp 

SuiARmUdtDax 

BranS GahHGlh 
CanwflMamwiCnje 
Eqroy 
Eqroy he 


HgWncomeBcnd 


Royal Ufa Fund Mput Led 
Enwu Mrta 3708 396-1 06? 

EquKv uwtti Acc 48190 52340 179 


Eurtvean 
Hflfl HxvneAcc 


si 

hnSpeaiime 

K 



flee 

i ra n imu n S he 

NBiAmarflhdhc 

WiAmerfllnilAcc 

Hecomytec 

he 


UNHbtoeqiTVAcc 
UW^dnqomjtac 


£§00 23000 am 
38170 40500 291 
20720 220V ZJI 
earn tzst *23 
0903 9421 000 
7898 0180 000 
21170 22739 095 
5045 6331 061 
□930 W740 UB 
24850 20290 305 
109*0 17020 030 
Ud 

1040 566 
.. 0560 595 
tOBO 18140 233 
1092J 1660 293 
1630 12200 102 
11280 T«*a 102 
6050 SUB OB 
17530 VS50 OB 
6*260 88100 Q 7* 
53*00 608V 06 
94*00 68230 041 
*6480 *9100 0*1 
50330 53260 164 
80300 645 V 164 
law raw 020 
HOT 12450 020 
30870 38800 182 
3640 33480 IS 
22KN 2 3930 SOB 
6100 BtflO sm 


AntaraaL. 
CoiptxateBcndAcc 
C orpotara Bcniftro 
E uropean 
cm* hcome 
Japan 

UamcedAxsets 

MtiAmarhanGwm 

*rWCas 

SmaCooflcc 
UKChXrthAix 
LXCiuwQikkc 
Wwcto (todi 


637 157 
1634 <2377 80 
105)0 111B1 86 

6257 0763 034 
66*3 6036 *13 X 
2053 2823 001 
6754 T789B 203 
5855 9330 001 
■M79 C33 177 X 
*451 4Z3B 177 
9433 10038 171 

Bifii aas i7i 

48*0 4670 041 X 


Foreign Exchange Rates 


Country 

UK , 

Austrsfaa 

Austria 

Belgiini 

Canada 

Denmark 

ECU 

Roland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

hrtind 

wy 


Staffing 

Spot Imontt 3montn 


1D000 

2SH3 

20488 


Mexico 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Norway 


S&ngapore 

South Africa 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerifflid 

US 


2^253 

nose 

1*4758 

8-7887 

9752 

sons 

45878 

12858 

13264 

28553 

21368 

63182 

13213 

32832 

22192 

U940 

29762 

£066 

27842 

73761 

24649 

12707 


25084 

20453 

5&S70 

23189 

noeo 

14717 

87534 

8717 

29015 

46085 

12560 

11250 

28519 

21227 

63141 


25034 

20388 

59509 

23085 

10988 

14642 


3658 

28842 

46931 

12722 

11215 

28448 

20986 

63345 


32712 

28132 

11898 

29696 

63185 

2.7982 

S0414 

24591 

12673 


23576 23450 
15335 


335M 

28013 

hB27 

29586 

63037 

28077 

atai 

24480 

Bfiia 

23237 


Dollar 

Spot 

06122 

IflW 

12542 

36785 

14236 

67930 

11068 

63793 

59703 

17826 

28087. 

7J*95 

14502 

1H8fl 

13080 

13680 

80690 

20100 

05794 

73095 

18221 

37507 

L7045 

48830 

15090 

7.7793 

14433 

10000 


.3 

08131 OHMS 
15378 15388 
12839 12535 
36705 36589 
14217 1483 
67805 676®. 
11083' 11108. 
5366S 5 8488 
595H 59382 
17780 17733 
28254 28837 
736*5 78220 
14499 14503 
i»84 mar 
T30M 1303 
38710 38885 


200S lMM.' 

17247 1 7223 l 
72942 72719 
tEOfi -WTS 
37511 37528 
17155 17263 
49300 50005 
150.78 15091 
77698 7.757B 
14378 14287- 


Other Spot Races 



Country 

Araentina 

Brazi 

China 

Czech Asp 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Hixigary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigsna 


Sterfing 

18335 

IBT7L 

13523 

50588 

53547 


32888 

84333 

OTW6 

04884 

TP-4B? 


Dollar 

toooo 

1105 

82790 

34843 

34006 

33430 

20133 


(Country 

Oman 

Pakistan 

PhBpnes 

Poland 

Qatar 


6577S 

03051 

75800 


Sterling 


South Korea 

Taiwan 

Thatand 

Turfwy 

UAE 


- 56380 
«2500 
ggppp 
47IB0 
200150 
3673 


UK 


Interest Rates 

Germany 
725% Discount 
Ranoa Lombard 

irtervention 330% Canada 
Italy Prims 

Discount 625% Discount 
Netherlands Denmark 
SpAdvance 330% Discount 


US Japan 

250% Prime 350% Discount 

450% Discount 500% Belgium 

Fad Finds 556% Discount 


050% 




300% Spain 
450% KW Repo 
Sweden 

350% Repo (Ave) 


2.75% I 
330% 


Central 

475% Swttzertaod 

Discotnt 100% 
410% Lombard 238% 


Bond Yields 


Country 

Snflh 

chg 

iyr 

<*g 

2yi 

chg 

5jr 

dig 

10yr chg 

AustraSa 

A ST 

QOI 

400 

003 

52B 

000 

578 

-003 

an -O03 

Belgium 

3£2 

QDO 

408 

002 

416 

001 

437 

■001 

544 001 

Canada 

4.18 

□08 

503 

QJ6 

517 

an 

549 

006 

571 003 

ECU 

448 

-QOI 

485 

-001 

454 

002 

501 

001 

541 . 001 

Franco 

000 

QOO 

330 

003 

432 

001 

430 

000 

529 001 

Germany 

3.75 

-001 

403 

■flflO 

430 

002 

489 

002 

529 001 

Italy 

5fl1 

□03 

636 

002 

5T1 

000 

523 

001 

573 QDO 

Japan 

035 

■001 

032 

005 

059 

002 

117 

001 

131 . 003 

Nlands 

371 

-002 

403 

-002 

431 

■001 

435 

000 

526 001 

Spain 

470 

■002 

453 

-001 

434 

001 

505 

aoo 

558 . 000. 

Sweden 

438 

-OD3 

400 

002 

508 

002 

571 

003 

598 002 

Sland 

189 

012 

188 

006 

157 

■007 

251 

001 

332 ana 

UK 

700 

000 

775 

■001 

633 

•004 

852 

4102 

637 002 

US 

508 

000 

518 

QOO 

588. 

aoo 

576 

002 

579 001 








-fc f w*.rrtfWf ■<## 

?: urifvMi 
■■..rtf /***-:&#. 
JiftClWBt 


X4 


Money Market Rates 

OnmlgM 1 w 


TreasixyBIs 

LBOfi 

Domestic Dopos 
Eimderlng Daps 
Bigtie Bark Bis 
Storing CDs 
EumdolarCDs 
ECU Deposts 


3 monihs fl iBonttn 1 wa 


7D6 7T9 
7B 7S 


713 ZS 
79 731 


738 

700 

733 

700 



741 

747 

759 

756 

763 

769 

747 

753 

783 

789 

786 

772 

720 

732 

729 

721 

740 

732 

740 

739 

781 . 

753 

7B2 . 

756 

SB9 


586 


586 

. 

AS 

441 

434 

450 

444 

459 


783 769 , 
7flfl 772 


762 758. 


' . N '/jIUMICM! ,6fl| 

- r i 

f. •*> j 

..i 

- ,;jr nr i«i|" 
. '■■L?T*r« ; 4W 


Swi Ufc TruK MWmc Lnd 
ArneiGrrtnflcc CDDO 0080 000 


OtocrairfyPlotoAcc 
D toaB ul H i 
DoaVuKro Acc 


IMZ Wemra Mdl FtaTOfanLEtotoi RMI 3LB 


. . 0S51I7Z77» 

Amor Stiff Cm 17M0 6470 am 


OwiaPrafl un 
CmnuMlly 
Fjnag Mate 
E*»pn Oowdi 
EwpnSwff Cod 
trtra hcoma 
Par Easan Gwti 
FnjEuBtnSrrtCos 
FhancMSar* 
Odd A Frir afti 
Growai 
rirti hcoma 
hflaond 

mj 

Japan Grawm 

JtowSnaCoi 

Kama 

LMT Amailca 
tostoliaxi 
NswEinpa 
Ptanffajqi^hc 

snsfssr 

Seuffiam AMa 
UKA0LM3 
LAL&MyH: 


i*aao mao omx 

30ST 63*8 03* 
Bern iBro ooo 
3BS1 388* 051 
29870 37700 OOOX 

me san om) x 

K20 6964 503 X 

£99* fl*o am 

3401 3703 (HP 

*3500 *flZ0O 131 X 
3870 3788 000 
55200 55560 145 
53*? 5342 801 X 

BMP V7S1J <77 

25900 27530 077 

tnso mro ooo 

8007 »<2 000 
KflB 603 000 
4888 Sire 020 
7ZB? 7298 093 X 
5036 Mdl 000 
*5100 47B80 178 X 
SiUO 22*er> U* 
305* 32*8 025 
*56 4008 16 
22860 2*320 089 
32030 3*7 V 3* 


IK EaanGwtMihc 379* *0030 287 
IK Sir* Cos 8564 6983 QflQ 


UBamifll 20100 30950 000 

SdirodB- UnbTruKi LM 


J a pB oO wd i Acc 

UgdEmlncAa: 

UcdEj-uahiffie 

MBOLTHfiflO; 

ModSaWTOiclAcc 

MjyjHgiYrOdhc 

MgahcaGwniAcc 

Mgdhc8Gmtihc 

PaafcGwthPtao 

(JNGwnflcc 

LAOnconaflcc 

UKJncomelrc 

UKSmaCoa 
T 5B Unit Tram 
Amarciin 
Amoncmflcc 
Brttoh Gwtfi 
8rtSBh Gath flee 

EmhvMAcc 

Envmd teff 

&apn 

EwpnAcc 

Eatohc 

EaffflhcAcc 

Ganmd 

Garmnilflcc 


6062 6449 QTO 
3173 3372 Z36X 
3*90 3709 256 X 
648 1987 020 

□180 13380 05* 

uo 2 o 10780 am 

7QO »J7 QOO 
5333 5588 09 
3977 420? 024 
1680 12290 028 
6050 0090 357 X 
11200 KUO 357X 
14040 MSB ZS6X 
0560 1C3) 255 X 
3*0 3829 071 

1630 12380 203 
12390 Biro 248 
7740 lata 2*9 
4**5 4729 18* 


Mtfihc 

Hplf 


_ihotee 

hfixne 

hcomatec 


ha flee 

hd he 

HffEACL. 

NauaiFtaD 

NotoalRBaAcc 

ftdSc 

pacftcAcc 


tomtorhcAcc 

Sriacm 

Satocinhc 


Setoctohcflcc 
SHdOBB 
SjAdOppaAcE 


SnffCotAcc 
UKOMi 
LKGwOiAoc 
UKHxna 
Utocomefloc 

SK«SS: 

IMilhar 


Z Fenhtol Sqnra, EMnbw^i B43 9SU 
0800 WHO. Broker IB 


MU. Broker IBM 660000, 
DeMnfc 0500 440000 
hrqnwc irri»n« »tk *i Q i»BiBwmi4ilc 
Amoncan >3win Ace tisin rooa ooo 
Amoncan 'jwih bic 0533 8950 aoo 


Brito 
LirfAcc 
Cast kne 

Dcarfvln 

Europw 

RuxUVirr 

Gonto 

GanoraiAcc 

Onrin Acc 

Onw* he 

HJ*!"®** 


Nonhon Mock Unk Buns Lnf 


11517 BC-V 230 
7300 7300 67a T 
5033 6033 070 X 
□On 13852 231 X 
7100 7974 000 

68*8 0775 154 
2816 2770? 101 

266» 29376 101 

r«a 65M 160 
6652 17714 100 

5383 5725 477 
*246 *517 *77 
34 539 36743 280 
0**3 M293 4 87 X 
*421 4703 00Q T 

228S 2430 000 

W734 1MB QB 
.17129 1639 Off 


American Acc 
American he 
Data hM Aoc 
Mia ha he 
Eupro Gwtn he 
EicpoGwBiAnc 
EurpnSaffCocAct 

EMpnSn«iCc»*K 

FarfcntroGwritec 

FarEarnGwiMnc 

GKaRwUHAcc 

CflTOFlawSHInCi 

GW Emm I* B 


Ootul Bona tec 

GUul BOB he 

hmmj Acc 

kw LK Eo he 


IWonTinNQMQ 




572E 8070 SX 

toriridiUntolkcKgSm^ W 

BS^Sta ™ SS m 


liSSS^to 


.... Tnd 

ran Amoncan 
NinAmarSmaCos 


Pan Eiairo 

??ss. 

Storing Ehraf 

“W 


iT 7 g 7 ears 5 no x 

3£73 mm ore 

□560 13229 40? 
6231 20287 069 
6477 EBB 005 X 
1K77 6197 ta 
3606 33164 02*1/ 
W*7 0BU5 OOO 
008* 6509 IKK 
30346 220*7 008 X 
9LM 90J2 5MX 
»..tw rea ire 
TOS3 H530 air 
209*7 Hero 231 
ITOZ) 6551 107 
saa 6651 A65X 
10152 1700? 1*3 



Sn* I 

SmkCiBAcc 
Radhc GwOi he 
PBQtaGwBiAcc 
Paoficarraic 
RacXHrwihcAcc 


Pcm* o 

FVxtfcflrr flee 
Seoul 
Son/ Acc 
Sn* Cos Acc 
Sn* Coa hr 


43387 521 to 038 X 
*4352 4085* 030 X 
0S19 «305 000 

98» wans OOO 

ran iBB? 038 x 

1632 CHOI omx 
tnao 13126 OM X 
rare 0933 qw a 

6150 8909 023 
8191 8737 029 

917? 06SJ 709 

srw row 7TO 
*641 *950 aw 
*W *856 OV 
5808 9098 69* 
*637 4791 58* 

•83187 BK3H 425 
51777 55104 <25 
rase 1068 ?7B 
W653 rana 2 re 

9951 mass aoo 
0951 W355 HOT 
4597 4303 OOO 
4597 4903 OOO 
a»07 22078 two 
7073a 2913] om 

9557 V194 16B 

88 J5 K697 (68 
woca i7t.n 259 
B14? 6938 259 


tayphe 

UK'Bjiry 

UKEmrapMlK 

UKhUDkwnx 

USSnffCrote 

U5Sn*COMnc 


use* tom to* 
core on*? IB4 

0*5 H34 OODX 

p*s M3* am x 

*5}M 481B5 OBI X 
37575 40000 OK X 
11277 1694 250 


mos B66T mo 

37237 38783 26 
OTTO BE2DH ?V 
5009 S45T7 260 X 


JB08 32299 27b X 

32125 34235 OOOX 

32126 3*235 OOOX 


382*1 *8 26 am 
*322? *5737 000 
6411 15307 130 

19525 20601 130 

TBJ3 EUO 0B6 

B235 W831 OB0 
645? 16351 QOO 
18505 JtoKS 000 

2B5B9 20137 387 

50077 53838 307 
44547 *71*0 151 
968m W25B 131 
B66B 9173 378 X 
ran 13107 3.78 X 
*7KB 60389 303 X 
leaearaam amx 
TWB6 7322* OM 
83835 09402 OM 
6*55 0830 421 
00*8 94® 421 
rBTB 12358 065 

0041 urea om 

Z61B3 27709 203 

275M 2916 203 
5554 5700 573 
Mam 6*20 5.73 
BBJM 9* B 13? X 
7872 8320 305 
BS23 HUB 132 X 
Dire TO 73 386 
6805 6725 007 

ZW592228S 007 

S834 10196 QS2 

0131 1T779 OSS 

H21C asm 135 
8631 9133 UK 

68*0 73*4 390 
7Bto 0332 ago 

E040 73*4 0*3 

XU1 7**0 043 


LifTe Financial Futures 

Contract Settlement Htoti 

Low 

Esl Door 
vohima 

Open 

Long OH 

Mar-93 

12141 12184 

12125 

50925 

80090 

German Buid 

Mrtr-98 

10453 10484 

10442 

95831 

256687 
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Ascot lowers ceiling 
and raises prices 


Royal Ascot retains its 
popularity as the Flat 
season’s favourite fixture 
and in an attempt to 
reduce overcrowding; 
the course executive is 
to further restrict 
attendance. Richard 
.^dmondson reports. 

The vexed topic of attendance 
figures was again on the racing 
table yesterday. At many of 
Britain's racecourses, where 
unpalatable racing is served by 
similar facilities, there is a strug- 
gle to raise a quorum. 

Ascot does not have that 
problem and yesterday the 
course executive revealed plans 
to counteract a different situa- 
tion. Tbo many people, it seems, 
want to attend Royal Ascot, 
and, next su mm er the numbers 
allowed on to the course will be 
per cent fewer than last June. 

The Royal meeting now wel- 
comes 230,000 people over four 
-~%stys, a mass that can be man- 
aged quite nicely thank you as 
long as the weather remains 
dement. When it becomes 
stormy, however, the picture, 
and the colour of your trouser 
bottoms, changes. The crowd re- 
duction comes largely following 
dirty Thursday earlier this year, 
whm ladies’ day, the busiest day 
of the meeting, was met by con- 
tinuous rain. The chosen dress 
pattern for the afternoon 
seemed to be mud-spatter as 
many who had paid good mon- 
ey for the experience found 
their new togs lasting just a few 
hours out of the box. 


Visitors will have to pay 
more money thisyear (£55 a day 
in the Royal endosure and £42 
a day in the grandstand, al- 
though there are concessions for 
earfy bookers), but there wtD be 
fewer people with whom to 
jostle and more refuges should 
the skies open once again. Dou- 
ble-decker marquees will be 
going up, with catering, televi- 
sion and betting facilities fo talre 
your mind off matters al fresco 
while raindrops are plopping 
from the awnings. 

The message, already, ap- 
pears to be book earfy. Advance 
bookings are available from 2 
January and, last year, when the 
accommodation was greater, 
the grandstand enclosure for 
ladies’ day was sold out within 
two weeks. Beware, there ire 
people out there who know 
how to plan their lives. 

The Ascot executive can 
also bathe in an annual atten- 
dance figure for 1997 which, at 
452,100, is already ahead of the 
1996 figure. And dial is with Sat- 
urday’s Betterware Cup meet- 
ing still to come. 

There were some (ok, 1 
mean me) who might have 
made a snap judgement when 
a chap called Douglas Erskine- 
Crumwas appointed as Ascot's 
racecourse director. Dougie, 
as I'm sure he'll let me call him 
from now on, is, however, 
rather different from your av- 
erage racing administrator. He 
does not treat the public as a bit 
of a nuisance who have turned 
up to ruin his private sports day. 

It is easy to tell the differ- 
ence. Some deris of the course 
at major racing venues such as 
Newmarket dreamily observe 


you as the equivalent of bub- 
ble gum on the sole. Ascot's 
clerk, Nick Cheyne, and 
Dougie, always seem to be in 
a state of nervous alertness as 
if they are frightened that they 
might be doing something 
wrong. They care, and so do 
others about coming to their 
racecourse. 

It seems inevitable then that 
the Berkshire track’s latest ini- 
tiative, the Royal Ascot Racing 
Club, will be a huge success. Er- 
skine-Crum launched it yes- 
terday with the rather modest 
pledge that tins would be “the 
greatest racing club in the 
world". He does, though, have 
a glimmer of justification. 

Subscribers, of which there 
will be a maximum of 300, will 
be allowed use of a club room 
behind the current Iron Stand 
for which the word luxurious is 
probably too understated. 
Canapes and drinks will be 
compfimentaiy, as will Ascot ra- 
ceourse admission throughout 
the year. Viewing at the course 
will be from a private stand, and 
an exclusive restaurant will also 
be available. 

In addition, the Cub has al- 
ready bought six two-year-olds 
at an average cost of £50,000 
which will be split between the 
Messrs Stoute, Hannon and 
Chappie-Hyam. There will be 
stable visits to check the hors- 
es are still alive, dedicated 
phone lines to the group man- 
ager and regular reports on the 
bloodstock. And just in case you 
think one small detail may have 
been omitted, the perfect late 
stocking filler for your loved one 
is available for a knockdown 
£8^12.50. 



One Man (left), Richard Dunwoody and Desert Orchid get on nodding terms at Greystoke stables yesterday 


Photograph: John Giles/PA 


The grey heir to Desert Orchid’s crown comes face to face with the past master 


Can One Man go three-quarters of the 
way to measuring up to Desert Orchid 
and win a third King George VI Chase 
on Boxing Day? Physically, at least, he 
was able to look the old champion in the 
eye yesterday when the two came face 
to face during a visit by Desert Orchid 


to One Man’s territory of Gordon 
Richards's stables at Greystoke in Cum- 
bria. • 

It was Desert Orchid who really 
caughL the eye, though, despite his 18 
years. “I hope One Man will look as well 
when be is 18 and today, as always. 


Desert Orchid looked a bit of a hand- 
ful for his lass.” John Hales, One Man’s 
owner, said. 

Richards said: “1 would love to have 
trained Desert Orchid. Who wouldn't 
have loved to have had a good home like 
that. He stayed the night here and it was 


wonderful having him. He looks in 
great order and nice and happy. One 
Man was pleased to see him too and I 
am quite pleased with our grey horse af- 
ter riding him this morning. He is com- 
ing along nicely and looking a milli on 
dollars for the King George ” 


vjtourt fancied EXETER 
for Irish prize 


led Whish’s Triumph Hurdle 
winner, Commanche Court, 
has been installed as the 10-1 
favourite with the sponsors for 
the Ladbroke Hurdle at Leop- 
ardslown os 10 January. The 
chestnut, one-length conqueror 
of Circus Star at Cheltenham, 
is a top-priced 12-1 with 
William HOI and CoraL 
Ladbrokes rate the chief 
British hope as Maurice Ca- 
macho’s Alabang, a good third 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Orswefl Lad 
(Exeter 230) 
iNB: JnThe Blood 
y (Exeter 130) 

to Major Jamie in the William 
Hill Handicap Hurdle at ■ 
Sandown earlier this month. 
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TOTALiy YOURS Mshad a tong way n Irani of her stabtemata ShalwanL in a Hay. 
dock ctaftner last month and has won agan sim She is better on fesar grcuid than 
she vr® ancourtar here, but the growid was testing at Ftaydock where she floated tn*d 
to the decani types Native Field and Lansdowna This In-between trip shoUd sut her 
Mel and attxxgh she can probably beat Shahrani (tafed-ofl) agan. The laser s2tb 
better off but ia often a week firwhet King Of The Btuaa has orty moderate form, but 
wasn't beaten too tar whan sbrtb toTWc Tb Tango n a matter* hurtle at bunion a month 
aga Weather Wise «es fitted with 8 tongue-strap tor toe first ame whan waning a FortweB 
selar two weeks aga He wotfd meetlbaly' Yburs on much more trorourabte tarns m a 
handfcapbTbp Stopper m£it find this trip too sharp: Setecdon: TOTALiy YOURS 

Ji eh) MERLIN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000*added 2m 
L ,, g v J 21 Penalty value £4,078 

t 6&31 JBTSWSfTOftteSaurtBtf jouaita CUantiyn 

2 <MLB IStACROFrfWH3M(ZO|(CD|^*t¥TCiriBjRAberfin6 A Thornton 

3 0HU4 A»OLEfflJE01){BF|{BUYn}lteS\Mams6tt2 SMcMeB 

4 U3C2- CAPE HB«V (26Q (Tte M bn RacnaCUiJ 14*0112 BBeflaoy 

9 DP4* DANDE DOVE (48) (UstoeionObtitutaiLxQKBdeyfi112 NWtBmwoo 

B &U 51UUJENT EQUMAME (544) Oym Wtoi) N Henderson B it 2 MARzgwaki 

7 a P- HAN LOt(283)UCoarrbe)MCocn*e97T2 lEnMCoamfae 

B CBSOJ HERffSBy»GHT(U»TO(MnZSQ8rk)UssHKr^ta'02 JFTBtay 

9 «222 Bi THE BLOOD (IT) 0 L3sw) PHofcbs6 Tl 2 R Dunwoody 

» JB34P- LOCtCAL STS’ (2*3 /AS SnffliJDGanOcto 7 tl 2 DUnhy 

to PTO2 PBWYUOOR PRINCE (12) (NWLteaJRFnKBIf 2 JPraat 

B PP436 PROVE TNEPOfNT (82) (MsNCtatSetiJ Mrs N Qjtfiad 4 O 0 PHoBsy 

-fideefcred- 

BETTING:3-1 JeOettee, 7-2 Etaffient Egiteanw, 5-1 la The Stood. 11-8 MBeraftRMw, 13-2Am- 
blestds, 12-1 Hb Ffcs By ffigbt, PaoBjmoar Prtoca, 1*-1 dffwre 
189ft Grooving 7fl2P Hob 7-6 {J Gfflcra] TZ ran 

FORM GU USE 

ebuUMt Eqnlnaaw has been off the course tor 644 days, but he looked pretty useful 
when the Bight-length winner ol a reasonably c omp e ti tive novice mroie ai M eMtfwm 
two seasons ago and is worth keapeig an eye on. A Mfi LEStDE fas always locked the 
type to do we» over tenon and he can imprwe on previous aftorts. Hs gocxJ tartSea 
form last term hetodad a third to Cadougold in a valuable hancicap at Aticree wtan 9to 

mitsidB the hanefcap propec Ha was a shade efisapponttog at Chepstow Iasi time when 

kxrlh to Stormy Passage, but perhaps the extended two nCas and three n 

sott ground stretched his stamina. Jefferies ts on the smaS side far tfiasna but had on- 
pm»M in home schools prior tote winning debut over fences at i&jiasn when beat- 
1 Sounds Lite FLm /wmnersince) tty two lengths. HefBesByfflgbtasJablematoof 
Sounds Lto Fun, has not been on a track tor more than 1000 days, but aot®da de- 
i cent proapect when raring wer hu nfl e s threa seasons aga In The Blood should be able 
to find « race over knees ewan though ha does not Una matt a me teaness and and 
has bean second on al three starts owr hwdtosths twm Pennymoor Prince was sec- 
ond to Boartkoam Shuffle hem 12 days aga but the vwwer was tong odds-an rcrewm 
were only throe IHEftaatamfcv starters. Setection: A\eL£SD6 

(oo'nl hoechst ebf mares NH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4,600 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £3,706 

1 633 BHlXLWOTpRodbSPftxflodSee 

2 BtipS0FIMrf»fcawrtBcaJNftoWB7e» — — iV*" 1 

3 20 DABY(TO(BF)1IUK>t&eaHazM)elhHthn4aksJRinan4t)12 Fwrart 

4 04094 FOLE8CUBfE(23)pia*3««im^iFbdngfAstoertnnBrtf>Pf — JOdOty 

5 0 FWNGEB91EHT(21) fBJKsrahw} JOrtatOS Ot3 

6 433- HOT R SAUCY C^(nwfUr»atoPannsnhp|JTjCk 5«e-_-— JJJJ 

7 05 BKXAHLH3B©(34}(FW4EPFldB^UrsSV»m4n® — S0|«eMScWTO 

a 2/CO- ITSflDraBIIREp«JWsGAlW«rt^RBost5tie - -JRwr 

o 30/06 KEMTF0RD UNA (2SJ (0 1 Bare) J IA*S S O C -—^ A Thwt to 

» 3040 MAYBWDGELA0Y ^1) [fcta JF Dettrtlc) PHct*a4 C t) IfrBWdBwfT) 

ilYSrattffksCfmireOBsoeslKBaiejrcce .W BWauMJu 

Q FPi- OH DONNApSQ (MajDhmyJtefl NHandascnSC C MAnzgmkl 



WWtaei H8t 12-1 Oommanche Court A WMk 
OrrMXi 14-1 Alabang, Broken Ritas, Qraph- 
ic Equdswc SmdoM Laeda* Thaatiwwortd 
A feast The Spraeca 16-1 Arctic MMhWi 
LQpem, Major Jarrto, TJjetan & top Cees, 
20 -t-atMa. 

Corafci2-i Commanche Cout% Bohan FBba 
G taphto Equaksw; AUeno&l MMor JatrfA 
W-1 Shadow UBdat^retTha^rwcA TV 
/^wn. LOpem 4 Tbp-Ce«A 16-1 othora. 

- > tM Alatwia Commanche Court & 
TAptac Bwaisec «-1 Arctic Waathac 14-1 
toast TTie Saeece. 16-1 BmlmnTWa* 

ftartwa, AWoNtenaTtoetanl 

Vtm On Mx. 20-1 Hatortjr. Cbtue Sta* 
Patsoa Shadow Leader, Sharptaal & The- 
afeaworicL25-i othera. 


Singspiel fit 
for stud duty 

Sing^ael, who fractured a kg on 
the eve of the Breeders’ Cup, 
has recovered well enough to re- 
turn to Britain from the USA 
today. The five-year-old will 
so straight to the Dalham Hall 
atud of his owner, Sheikh Mo- 
Tiammcd. Hewill commence 
stallion tfoties in the New Year. 

‘ Michael Stoute, Singspiel's 
trainer, «ad: >He has pro- 
gn^sed v^ry, very well and 
evmyoiBlsIesfnei me3y happy to 
fet-Enm travel back now.” 

Pflsuddri^ S ton t e ’s other 
gk>be-tXDltiBg. stair, leaves the 
trained rantou ll January to 
take up staiamitiBties in Japan. 


0 0 P06C SUGAR (21) (toa Mfenun Gap l)NHn<to 6«t> JAMcCBrtby 

H SB)- SUP® SAFFRON (341) )H B Vtoren) B Srort 7 *)D CUawMyn 

6 166 TARA GALE (IQ (A J WSams) J Nevfle 5 OH RDum-xxfr 

t VALUSVALEptephanArctawl) J King? DU ■ft’EByma(7) 

>16dsdwad- 

BETTMG:7-3 Oh Doom, 4-1 Daisy, 7-1 Ktodcnt rata. 8-1 Fltoga BnB, Myitera, 12-1 ton Gala, 
14-1 Ba8y Urn, FOtoscfcva, Maybrtdgt Lady, IB-1 others 
Wk Riwr Bay 5 « O B Fartm M (Ms H Knghtf 17 mn 
FORM GUIDE 

Oh Donna won a paeit-to-point in Iratond m Apr! and is not too faghty triad on har first 
start for M<*y Henderson, but My ste re. from the Kin Batey stable, is another mtried 
hurcSerto note in the market. DAISY mgM be up agasst it rf either of those are much 
aboue swage, but she has had a grounding in bumpers this season and ran wel h the 
fist of them when second of 14 to Ftotter Afydn here. Her second rut at Hereford, came 
only 15 days later and she might have bean a bit fiat, but the tom of tha race was boost- 

ed when the Mrd Coot Spring won over tutflee at Mbrvnch on Mandat fnttoi Legend 
a halt-sisler to two wms, looks to be going the right way Judged on her Taunton fifth 
id Vafanl Memory fta weeks aga whiB Super Saffton showed a brtal promise nbunpos 
Ust year and ® from a good tamfy SetocUon; OUST 

o Cfll EDIMBOURG HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6.300 
— U I added 2m 7Y 110yds Penalty V^lue £4,893 

1 F33F-F FULL OF OATS (IB) (Menu &S(tcrd) Mas H Kngu h Tl n JCUtoty 

2 fPI-25 OfiSWEU. LAD (llj (RMEWightJPHJttn ST! 6 RDtmoody 

3 F21 PIP FALMOUTH BAY (27) (James Mortar) 0 Sheraood B Tl 4 . . J A McCarthy 

4 14634 FOOLS ERRAND (20) (C) (Ms Qawd FissM) G Baktog 7 tl 4 BCKTod 

5 S1MLJ BRAVE MGHIANDB1 (12) (S N J Entmccs) J GMsd 9 11 1 . PUde 

6 3»i UALWOOO CASTLE p2) (CO) (Ms U VtorertgM) R Ahw 7 ® B A Thornton 

7 <323-1 THERMAL WARRtOR (1 1) fH* Kerash Men) J CW 0 D 5 CLJnrMyn 

6 11M-1 BOOTS UADD&I (B1) (D) (L J A Fftpps) Mss V Mans 7 1J 0 NWBteneon , 

9 1V343- MOZE TIDY (27^ (D) Itwas Vflfams) R Fro3 12 1) 0 JFrtwt 

-9dadarad- 

tSnmun negf t TOtt True fanntoap Maa Tdy at Sb. 

BETTING: 9-4 Boots MacWen. 7-2 Thermal Warrior, 4-1 Uatwood Cestie, 6-1 Oswefi Lad, Fol Of I 
QUs, 7-t Fools Errant 12-1 SRm RZghtandrc 16-1 oOtmt 
199& rU Of F«e 9 Q n C ODwyer 6-1 (K Baleyt 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tfas is an alt e r ts t in g handicap in which the novice BOOTS MADOEN looks potantialy 
weU treated. He managed only tourth of 14 a the useful Young Kenny when tried over 
three mfes 'm a novice hureSe at Leicester last January but seemed to get the trip. He 
certarty had no trouble sayrg two mAes and seven turiongs. albert «i a tow-^ade novice 
erase, when winning at Vtoroester h September and he should enjoy hnteeft with las 
tow weight FUD Of Oala has lalen on he latest two outings and has had a luckless *t*b 
arcs tes good 'B95-96 campaqa He held awry chance when topping four out si Owr 
The Deefe race a Vferwcfc last tuna Breve Htghtandar was hampered at the first (un- 
seating rider) it Mahvood Castle's race here 12 days ego. but he shaped tarty wvl be- 
hind Sirtey Bay at Wincanton previously on he firat start lor almost three years. Thermal 
Warrior looked to wn Sandtwns Ev«8 Chase on merit and could continue on the up- 
grade despite a eti sap pa rai ng time last season Seiecdon: BOOTS MADDEN 

)*2 on) HENRIETTA KNIGHT BIRTHDAY NOVICE HANDICAP 
rfli HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,650 2m 2f Penalty Value £2,839 

: «m THEBretfBt(43)(C)(TtogefHorteP6rtnerano) JtoA6i20. . . RBeflamy 

2 06-453 BLAZE OF SONG (11) ID SoococU D Wnte 5 U G CUreeByn 

3 5>643 HEAOT(23)fCh«3ptwSl^eramenMraHKntf*4*t} ... .MAFtogeold 

4 S&22 WAUSTS DESTTMY (t2) fC W Mcheffl C Mda) 5 D 6 - SMdM 

5 F 0USN OF THE SUIT (12) ffl L Scape) N fl Michel B TO 0. . - - Sophie MBchel (5) 

e ;r-6sQ DT0T0 (12) (S ? Jonesj A Sate 5 C 0 VStolteni 

- 6 (teetered - 

?£mjn wogtm ids True tenefcap wogfn. 0too 9sr i2t> 

SETTING: 11-8 The Browec, 3-1 Watert Destiny, 7-2 Heart 4-1 Blaze Of Song, 10-1 Queen Of 
The SW? 1H Dtoto 

199& Cod Gurer 6 10 DC Uaude 6i iJ Kng) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The Brewer, fnra pounds fogfter than when completing fits hat- trick here fast time, ateo 
esmes back tram a 43-day break ana caJd be worth opposng So eas4y did he beat 
Walter's Destiny and Queen Of The Sre that day. that n coud be worth lookng else- 
where tor the winner The appropriate one. given me race-cue, woiid be Henrietta Kreghtt 
tour-year-old HEART, who s chucked m on some d her Old Flat form Out has been well 
below expectations owr ludies sc tar Wei hantocapped as a lesJi Heart has had a 
few Pag u ng troubles, but has been given plenty ert time to treshen up from her tar thrd 
a Seryeum ac Ludlow last ame Selection' HEART 

to cnl HARRIER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,700 added 
2m 2f Penalty Value £2,982 

1 5-0400 CTraeACK(BaHiiHCO)WEk JceetSijFnatose-eo C Unetyn 

2 U53H3- AMTRAK EXPRESS (2481 [Amtrak Express Parcetsj ktj j Rtnon tnj RFerrari 

3 512-3? LETS BE FRAMC (22) IIAs U U Staoanj N Chsnte HAFttzgenM 

4 211-25 BOLD STKTaBIT ^2] (DBmDMegaCcuiES CacuganiTFcrKr 5114 .NWMwneon 

5 BHP- TBCH LIFE (221) (D) 13 P Jonesi B Bater 7 tl 6 VStedwy 

-Sileclared' 

ffiTTWG: 7-4 BoU Stetemea, M Greenback. 7-2 Amtrak Express. Late Be Frank. 2S-1 Rk* Lite 
1996: Edgeraocr Pmce 5 O 0 A Uagun *-i (P Hobbs) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

BOLD STATEMENT was tenderly handled by Norman WiKamsan through the ctosng 
stages al Huntingdon lest tme and some observers ten ne should have been r the mon- 
ey cisteed of only fifth to Ttoetan. who has hanked me form - along wrth runner- up New 
mn. Both won last weekend. Bold Statement should have improvement m nm Green- 
back's form figures the season hardy mspre confidence but he shaped rea9y wel m 
the VWSam m Handicap Hunts at Sanaown when 3 riwrirt^cn seventh to Major Jama 
Lett Be Frank seems to have tost his conlid&nce over fences but he is no slouch over 
hurdles as last seasons record oi tour wms and hw seconds would «’<£&ata Amtrak 
Express e a smart chaser at tes best (ttvd n the Wfutbread Chase mb seasons ago) 
but he managed orty one run last season Selection- BOLD STATEMENT 


BANGOR 


HYPERION 

12j 40 Bnimon 1.10 Deano’s Beano 1^40 Moim- 
tain Path 2.10 Albert The Uon 2.40 SDdeofhlll 
3.10 Jynn|am Johnny 3.40 Jalon 

GOMG: Chases - Soft; Hiedes - Good (Good to Soft In places} 

• Left-hand, unckitating course; run-in 325yds. 

% Cana 4 mAes SE of Wrwhem near jefn of A5BS and B506SI 
Bub from Wtwh am ral station. ADMBfBOW: Paddock £9; 
Course C4 (und w W a free al endo&ure9). GAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mn M Ramtay 17-62 (207%]; II Has- 

rnond (B6%X L Lungo M8 (66%). Mia S SmBh 966 (QMJ. 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Mvsn 2360 (288%). R Garrttty 1462 
(1X1%). A S SmBh -069 (22%). T Read tt-75 (03%) 

• FAVOURTTES: «8-3Z7 (33%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TBIE Nana 

fl9dfll COAT CONDITIONALS HANDl- 
1 CAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £3,500 2m If 

1 m EBBf AlHAUCn)pSC)(CD)DlifcC3f»6ft P — GHogtt 

2 04563 DONTDRESSFORDKNB1 (9) (D) R Fbdgas 7 tl B, 

- T Dttconbs 

3 42063 BRUUON (t^ U IMheeutfi tl B PHttNyV 

4 50-234 BfEZtO FttiFO (13) (D) N Ltlmodai 5 tl 5 J GoktetekJ (3) V 

5 0P-6S CAFWOLLS ROCK (14) C UamBT) 13 Jltegre 

6 FP-655 IULLMG BROOK (14) (C) J U Bratoy 5 13 9 D J Kstansf^i 

7 360441 BBCOUN(B)P)M»ASttad71(38(7te) — XAbpunrV 

B P5PP-P ALTHREY AFBSTOCRAT (4Q FUoyd7ttO CRttTO 

- B dactered - 

Ukmvm treghc «3st True fandcap weight Akhray Arinoad 9n 2Sn 
BETTING: 9-4 DoafdmsfDttSimc 7-2 BRnoa, 4-1 CwmlB Rock, M 
Erfcsln. 132 Ewzlo (Mu, 7-1 IBkig Brook. 10-1 Ben Al HabMb, 2S- 
1 ABteey Artstocrel 

li ml astbury wren handicap hurdle 

I '■ lu l /CLASS B) £7.000 added 3m 

1 135-11 BEANO'S BSI0 (14 Mnpe 5 If V A P McCoy 

2 PRJ-PF BUCKHOUSEBOY (11) (C) D NdctecnT fl 4 . _R Johnson 

3 0Ff>a» BEU.8TAiraOV(1flmJOaw813tt 

— Utehste Brwinan (3) 

4 1F-535 BALANAK (USA) (18) D Gandoto 661} -GBrefley 

5 416533 PRUSSIA TO WCtey 6 Y30 GTomty 

- 5 declared - 

Uinimm we&z fBst True Imtcep weight Piwbb Ba 8 to 
BETTING: 2-5 Qaanote Beano. 7-1 Bel Staltooy, 8-1 Pruaste. 10-1 Bak 
anek, 12-1 Bucfchoun Soy 

CLWYD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
LLTlJ £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 20531 BUWfTN6 , (llSA)f18) (D) GMitoctB7 31 8 JCalagbsn 

2 P.W- CAPTAIN MY CAPTAIN PBS) H Sralhcnon 9 11 2^i. Itenray 

3 GUFUS- WGH HANDED (2S3) T C*}wel 6 11 2 ABchaef Brennan (3) 

4 50f U&AHANEOATS (613) AB&RM7 11 2 ..JbOMcFtad(7) 

5 3125- UOUKTAW PATH (2T9) (BF) N htenderson 7 II 2 

JR Kewnagh 

6 35IF6 YWSJ WAfSLHf (Ifl Mis P Rcbeson 7 B Tl — B Powel 

7 -420E6 PRINC&y AFFAIR (4CQ J M Btedey 4 6 7 JFJcdsnon 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 8-11 Bunk la^r, 2-1 llourtatii Path, 12*1 Wren W*rt*« 20*1 
hBgb Handed. Princely AM; 25-1 Captain My CefKato, 33-1 Ltohana 
Oats 


[O iri I MAESFEN NOVICE SELUNG HURDLE 
l 4JU l (CLASS G) £3,000 added 2m If 

1 04082 ADMRAL-S GUEST (7) W Chy 5 if S Gtornwy 

2 IP-P0* ALBSTTITELJONTO JNn6a51I5 ltoSDuteCk(5) 

3 FO GOLDOFARABM(236) Klkigm411 5 Monte (5) 

4 60400 UUD'mRLAeSHS IPtoap) 

5 06500 IYSWDBT (St) Ms 5 Lamytren 5 it 5 JMapwft 

6 PEARLAMWBTSARy^^ ffes S Wtaai 4 11 5^-B Powel 

7 0FP-60 SHAWKEY (23) D McCain 4 p 5 TJaoks 

8 38 ZANAAUE (USA) (23} J Hdtorg 5 fl 5. lYUaraton 

9 453603 *DANIKIAR(12)RBtehBni4Tia LHareay 

0 ffl55 AFICIONADO (20) RHodgBs3 65 TDaacatea 

n F PUWFSRRSTCZ3)Daxcfnl305 DJBUcM 

12 50 BmiA(24WGMTuitt305 J Goktetetn (7) 

13 406 ALUBUAHpO) NBBttaga3 DO RThonkn 

14 FO- GABOVA (TO) {FI 82) UPpe 3 130 A P McCoy 

-Mikcteied- 

BETTTNG: 7-2 Aficionado, 0-2 Gabcwa, 5-1 AdmfnTa Gnete.7-1 bdten 
Nactac 8-1 AtoerlTha lion, 10-1 Mrcmfrm, 12-1 ZahaaBe, 14-1 olfwra ! 

\o An I HALEWOOD lambrini handicap 
CHASE {CLASS D) £6 AH) added 4m If 

1 PfWtt SUDEORtti.^3) JJONaiSfi O A P McCoy 

2 412-11 TOPJAmUN(NZ)(39)(C)NH»la1)ll« RQeane 

3 P4PB0 (BJENFUWnWCESSpB) PBokti9P 6 WUnton 

4 A642 KEAMO(3f)fQDfkMNon6H5 RJohrem 

5 221-43 LAY IT Off (16) J G ONai 8 11 11 SCuran 

6 OOP--S IBSTB1BUKEp2)(C)RlM7115 RTtarton 

7 042-40 BHAIIAHPW.(iq RAInaril 101 MteSBmdougb 

8 38033 DB6E MARSHALL (19 JWtoB 9 DO UrSDuaekTO 

0 PP-856 LVOMO PfU p4) A BBtnwr "0 13 D Jlr 0 Ud%* (7) 

-fl itectere d- 

Mtetarn *a/glt TOM. Bw iwndfcap utegte: Litem Phi $* 4lx 
BETTMG: 11-4 SOdeoffd, 3-1 Ibp Janfire 5-1 LeyB0f,6-JICMDO ( 7-f 
HStear Btaks, 10-1 Shaman**- U-i Maa ManhaB. 14-1 othera 

|q ml BODFARI STUD HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D)£6,000added 2m 4fll0yda 

1 F«M4 SSTBIRQSZA(TOfCE9MsSlM11|nBn»T20JlteBWTO 

2 121332 BRAIBaERRY(25)(CD)l*sSai«lBni1.J)(tottt 

3 82032 JYHJAM JOHNNY (20) JJOtMBu 6 A P McCoy 

4 CQ52-P BOS DEVMM {22} (Dj T Geogc J) 71 6. RJWnaon 

5 03314 SBJ0Wl(n)(QITODGan(UtoS1ltt GBnttay 

8 331P4 DQLBCOS (8) (D) T Ca to ati P 08 — IBdiaal Bwtaian (3) 

BETTING: 04 Jyrafacn Joivny, 52 Brarebtebany, 11-4 Steter Ftoeza, 8- 
1 DoBcoe, io-l Seblan, 12-1 Bob Demi 

|o an I GOLDFORD STUD OPEN NH FLAT 
l 0, “ u l RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m If 

1 4 BASSEY (23) N Henderson 4 11 4 TCIk»pby(7) 

2 CQ BUCKALOQN P6) W U Bristxune 5 Tl 4 A P McCoy 

3 6 MU£5DBtft2}0fttttotan4rr4 RMwaey(3) 

4 K3UX3 M LUneaut 5 tl 4 SWym 

5 JALON (USA) P Bqnbi 5 it 4._ Rjotraoo 

8 0- IK7SB0Y [403) iteSSrifi 6 H 4 5Pon«{7) 

7 MRLAMBRIM MbLWB8Reoi 5T1 4 WMartton 

8 0 MJNS BST FR1DD (12) JMBaday 4114 B Powel 

ft VBTTKAL AIR D McCall 4 Tl 4 JfcGLaka(1) 

13 BRYllARLASSPR\Mteber5«3G ItePScoO 

Tl OB DUNMVBlUUnrfTODBnnSV-Q MteaPJonoi 

12 M8KV CHRISTMAS E Owen Jui 4 13 13 _Mr S Dureck (S) 

13 0 SHARP PRACTICE pB)JG 07*8 5 13 0 SCttttn 

M TAKE THE CATCH PRMkbbw 4 13 13. OBrattiny 

to 0 W00OY SCUD (I^JPttBteg 5 13 0 OBumwrapS) 

-iSttecterad- 

SETTlMx: 6-4 HBowton, 56 Baaaeft 7-1 Bocfcakxxi 8-1 JMon,U-lDiai- 
mvan Lady, 16-l Brytnar Laaa, toka Tbo Catoh, 20-1 flfhatt 


CATTERICK 



racing ; results 

FOLKESTONE 
tajfc i. ainsi sorr il p ajdgjawl 
7-2: 2 . Ferrers 156: 5- A^UlTurefWi*- 
tf ran. n-4 tev Coma ChFonvltt^t 

^ MfcCoat 

c£ia Dual Forecast £370a Computer 
(J 

f JiSSK 

£620. Dual Forecast EQflO 
^^I^MllXMOUNT (H Thornton) 3-1 

CSF: E1M7. Tricase £2809 . 

wJ Am I m: 3-^ ^ r J££ 

SsSSss sssr 


3J30: 1. PEG1AARINE IJ A McCarthy) 5- 
1 : 2. Court Meater Tl 3. FHerefiy Kn^tt 
158 late T ran. 2. XL (Mrs A Wtaodrow. ttgh 
Wycombe). TWa: E5A0; E2B0 £24Q DF: 
£9120 CSF: £SO 

530: 1. MERRY SfOT (R Farrand 9-Z 
2. BBy Moorahtoe M-i: 1 Pointed Rwre* 
7-4 for. 11 ran. 5 16 (Mrs J Psman UpPf 
Lamboum). Tote; E5E0; S2.10. £260. EL7D 
DF: «h»s9n CSF: ESZ3a Tito: £ 3520 ASt 
Ctody 6tt 

jacksot not won ipod at ramff - ffl ear- 
ned torwaid to Barger today) 

Pteeepot £34AO QuadpoC £530 
place 6: E5dl6T2.1& Place 5: £12.15 

HEREFORD 

1.10: 1. AALB.AAL fG Tormey) 51: 2- 

jaoutes Gfen H-etev; 3. IncfiyttoMy Boy 

STii «n. a, a P “ 

£2Da £160 £140 DF. ESSO Cff : OTW Tto 

. — 

vn -L JASOfFS BOY TR JawsonJ <k 
to f ar.Z. SHmba Hite to -2^3. too » 
PraotiM 56 5 fat Z*. A U Brzdeyi Tbta: 
SSEmoai DF: SASS. CSF - E5SG 

" 2.10:1 ASTRAL INVASION Ktey Lyons) 

«.lfi PriSdA party to-2 - 3. Vte* Uma 


B ran. 54 fair Play Games (tailed up> 
TL sht-hd. IT Wal) TWe: £400. £260 £120 
£2.10 OF: £1020 CSF: £2534 Trtcast 
£166.75. Trio: £1620 The Secret Grey 
2.40: 1. SIBERIAN MYSTIC iC Maude) 
tl-« |t Tar. 2. Nontax Lad 7-v. 3. Wadada 
a-l 8 ran. Tl -4 p t®/ Pomme Secret 6 i»/«. 
(P Hkirptiyx Tote: £440: £120 £2.10. £170 
DF: £ia«L CSF: £1983. Tneast £12265 
310: l.TORDUFF EXPRESS |C Marde) 
10060; 2. Lancastrian Jet 7-1; 3. Ah 
Shush S-l 12 ran. to -4 tav Rxtmg Crop, a 
V'. (P Nwwte) Tote: E350. £260 £4XL 
PS.nn DF £2770 CSF- £2742. Tnc. C442Q 
3>MJ: t. STUDIO THIRTY (X AepiXul 7- 
1. 2. Lord Nitrogen 100-30 fav. 1 Castle 
Arrow 9-: to ran. r '.- n (RDi&vn Tote: 
£510: £150. £150 £3.70 DF £13B0 CSF 
£30.7* Tncast: £20334 Tno C13211 
PlacapoL Ci5aa}. Ooadpot £2i30 
Place 6: vT0232 Ptoce 5: £4691 

MUSSELBURGH 

12.45: 1. BAHER !««SS R Ctert.) &-1. 2. 
Triennhrm to 6 lav. 1 Fanadiyr 5 1 7 ran. 
7 3. (S Oark Sutoon-on-tne-toredu Tote: 
£711. £150 CvtQ DF- £500 CSF £1776 Win- 
ner bought « to* 3W &i*nMs 


1 JO: 1. ROYAL YORK fP Caitjenyl 2-1 . 
2. Cap eto w n Bay 20-v 3. Forever Grey 
66-1 9 ran. 4-6 tav Shanavotfi fte*k 25. 34. 
[G Richards. Greysiotel Tbte: £250: £150 
£250. £260 DF: C213Q CSF £3463 Tno. 
£8800 

ISO: 1. LITTLE DUKE (A* M Bradbume) 
4- v. 2. Phantom Haze KM . 3. Victor Laa- 
zto KVi 14 ran. 5-4 fav Slasher Jack 
15 3'h |Mre S ftadbixne. ClpbtI Ibtt: £350. 
£240 £340. £300 DF £3120 CSF £4363 
Tno. £14400 

2-20: 1.MONmAVEfSteytori 51. 2. Pu- 
ritan 8-1. 3. Bally line 9-4 fav 5 ran. hd, 7i. 
(J Gokke Kfenamock] Tbte: £520. £160. 
£i9Q DF- £1220 CSF £2966 

260: 1. MASTER BAVARD (Vi M &ad- 
buma) 7-4 tav. 2. Uk Hygiene w-i; X Tee- 
jay'n-anch 8-1 H ran. 2Q 1 7. (P Momerth. 
Rosewed) Tote: £310. E16Q £3KL ClSO DF: 
£4600. CSF £3413 Tncast DSCUB. 

320: 1. NIGEL'S LAD (M Foster) 10-11 
fav. 2. Major Harris 7-2: X Urtlmhea 54. 
4 ran. 6 30 (P Hastem. IMdteham) Tbte: 
Ci 80. OF £2.40 CSF- SX05 Non Rtainar: 
Siam* Vour Man 

Piacapot £37*90 Quadpot £6000 
Place 6 £3*66 Place S £21520 


HYPERION 

1.00 Clalrabell 1 JO Once More For Luck 2.00 
Judicial Field Z30 DISTANT STORM (nap) &00 
Shining Edge 3.30 Lumback Lady 

GOING: Good fGood to Soft In places). 

• Left-hand cam latoufeaing aid sharp. AoiJn 240yds 

• Couse B NW of town on A6138 Datogtcn ratJ station Mndes- 
btto service to cease. ADMISSION; CU) CT ; TaBersals C7; Cowae 
£250 (aider 16s free into alendoswes). CAR RARK: Reserved area 
£2 remainder tree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs H Rsreiey 17-62 (207%) M Hvn- 
mond 0-C4 (9£%), L Lungo 9-48 rB8%l tea S SmBh 968 (06%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Mvan 23-80 (288%). B Garrttty 1462 
fT7l%>, A S Smith 1369 (22%). T Reed 10-75 (03%) 

• FAVOURITES: 108-327 (33%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TME: Nona 

miff] HEUSTER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
I l ' w l E4^S0 added 3m If 110yds 

1 334 -UF DESPERATE DAVS TO FKrby 6 DC Tflted 

2 00223 FEH5UKEG0U7{ff|Gndted49tie_ENknteigTO 

3 00-60U GA1E FORCE RO PBsamrtene R Supple 

4 2-384F BeUUNTOPQMfaaj^i7Ce ASSntib 

5 3 PRB«EXAaBK£fn)Mixf*riBr«DB._J»Ctetierty 

6 U5658 FRUUEHTYpQ JCU1B5D11 — Glee 

7 CV3650 S18.F0SS0 (14) Ms S Stitn S Dto RVOdnn»(5) 

8 P5S1-3 CLA/HAS&i. 03} J Chstton 6 V 7. 6 Storey 

-Bdacknd- 

BETTING: 6-4 Priaa Exan^rte, 52 Feeto Ufce Gcid, 7-2 Ctetrabd, ID-1 
Memkfi. 20-1 Daepnte Days, Gate Fora, Sul Foesn, 25-1 Fnrnwny 

li on I RAFFYARD HOUSE SELUNG HURDLE 
l,ou l (CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m 3f 

1 ARCWET P Bearecrt 4 1) 13 — B Goitre (5) 

2 05 BLUE LUGAt4A(ra35)N Bycroft 5 OtZ RSupptt 

3 380 HJGVtREJ) PET (7) C Grart 4 C 12 CMcCorrow*(5) 

4 0 KAKASHM 03) J Howto Johnson 5 DC ASStnBi 

5 0 LAW DESIGNER (14) SB8I5 DC JLJohoson 

6 OtVPO IffiiOO WHO (14) F Krtiy 5 to "E J Supple 

7 SEW 0NCEH0REFDBUtCX|7>MBMItewlqr6Dl2J>Mmn 
B DO-PO THE OPBUTOR (7) Q tediarls 6 D 12 . — -BHretingP) 

g PU DAHCTSORLTO JHaynas4D7 D fetor 

O R) NAT7VESONG(7)WSBrey4 07 MHotoney 

-lOdecterad- 

BETTUKi: « Onca Mon ftt Lock, 7-1 Kakaetetay 51 HtfdWd Pte, in 
Arcttie-T. 251 La* Oesigret, Tbs Optrsm; 25-1 Bbe Lugana, fitenco 
Who, Native Song, 33*1 Dario's Gkt 


l o AH I RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP CHASE 
£’ uu l (CLASS F) E3^00 added 2m 3f 

1 3221-4 JUDOALFIELDTO(CO)NTMdHBCO RGenttyB 

2 «F1U URR0GE(ffl)(C)MSMetsty Dlt t — HHNaugMoeTO 

3 -U3831 OAlBSaAND 8UIES (8) A J Lockwood 811 1(7sx) 

MteeAOwM 

4 154460 R»EDEVALffTO (qfl Johnson OD5 K Johnson 

5 40W KAIIBtASrB<0(2^(C}MnSSinah6D3 — RMUntonB) 

-5 declared - 

BETTING: 54 Caobertend Bbes. 52 Kerenastino. 3-1 Jodtetel Field, | 
M Ur Fudge, 151 Have Oa iftbo j 

onl RACE CLUB AMATEURS HANDICAP 

■ JU I HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,700 2m 3f 

1 4- TIPS TOBY(7}GHcteftfc4ilD J* U Bndboroe (7) 

2 03411 CfUUGARV (14) (CO) UsASwttwfcSn 9 Mr C Hren (7) 

S PPltB nsnmSn»l(1QBLlBMe^n4ilBilrJLUMB)nTOB 

4 (MBS- BtTRANpIO) BFteth«l7 to 3 MrRHete(5) 

5 0P03-P EUSIALD VHfTURE (18) FCoon ODD Hr NKret (7) 

6 F2HI0 LAOY CLAJteM (12) S Bractahav 7 DO^JIrP CeaWfa(7) 

-BdBdand- 

MmukIOeL True iregtesr EraeraW Entire 9sr 8®. Lady CteteeSa 7b. 
BETTBia 64 Craim »4% 7-B Otettot Storm, 12-f Emerald Me- 
turn. 14-1 Eton, 16-1 Lady Oarina 

loTinl garth novice chase (class E) 

J - uu l £4^50 added 2m 

T 08-Ct SfMNG FDGE (!5) (CO) T Eas*fety 5 Tl 5 LWyer 

2 35150 CAOEAUX PRSOERE (ZCQ (0) D Srtoh 6 D 12. PMna 

3 OQKkP FORBES (34) J Hared Johnson 6 Ofi XJotateon 

4 2FM33 IRNSTHf GIORY (IS) PMW EeaeTO^ 6CC PCwtieny 

-4dactared- 

BETTWG: 1-B SWntag Edge, 74 kBnMerGtoiy: 25-1 Cadeaut Pneeten. 
23-1 Rvfaea. 

!o“onl HUTTON WANDESLEY NOVICE HAND- 
l°- OU l ICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,700 2m 

1 04834 UMBACK LADY (IB) B Mactaggart 7 to D GLm 

2 2BD SANDABAR(16)JH»ardJcrt**4to5 ASSnteh 

3 06032 PERPETUAL LIGHT (FI f) J J 0«r 4 11 5 IWyer 

4 4-t ) MOOTWUfTBJTO(P)W«ateowi4n3CMcCrena*k£B 

5 22CB0- LGE STREET BLUES (F74) T Keddy 8 to 1 SRyreS) 

6 3033=21 GAUDPWG GUNS RHBU»relyn5 toO. ary Leeds TO 

7 PQ6-0 PUBLIC WAV pS> N Chantateh 7 Dfi— LOTkva 

8 000 L*Y THEHLAME(23) U hwr¥TWt4 1)5 ROwrtty 

9 4-2345 UJRDa=Tf€Bll«3STOFMuTOy61)5 4>CMmy 

V PSP-J3 PDHrBU7TTOFttnroh7eo RSuppte 

- N) (teetered- 

MHnnenwe^jl* tM. 7/ue fnndesp wlgfr Port Duty 9st 9(4. 

BCrnNG: 62 GsSaginB QirtS, ParpetBal UgM, 6-1 Lumback Lady, 
7-1 paw Duty. H Lent al The Rtagk. 1M Utret Wanted. TJ-1 offten 
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Sheffield to be at centre of plan for regional 


The proposals for a new 
United Kingdom 
Institute for Sport signal 
a change to a more 
coherent sporting 
strategy. Mike Rowbottom 
reports. 


The revolution is underway for 
British sport Yesterday's an- 
nouncement Lhat the United 
Kingdom Institute for Sport - 
once referred to as the Acade- 
my of Sport - would be boused 
in Sheffield marked an impor- 
tant stage in the overhauling of 
the whole sporting system. 

Until now, British sport has 
mirrored the British constitution 
in that it has been built up piece- 
meal over the years. The new 
proposals seek to establish an 
America n-styie constitution - a 
coherent system conceived as a 
whole. The idea of an academy 
was vigorously promoted a cou- 
ple of years ago by the then 
Sports Minister, Iain Sproat, 
who arrived back from a tour of 
Australia's Institute of Sport in 
Canberra with a missionary 
gleam in his eye. 

The worry at the time for 
many athletes was that this 
would mean one huge facility 
which everybody would be 
obliged to travel to from all 
parts of the country. 

There has been considerable 
vacillation over what would be 
the ideal model to pursue, to the 
point where some of the con- 
tenders who were knocked out 
in the early rounds of bidding 
have suggested, more than half 
seriously, that they should be al- 
lowed back into the process be- 
cause the criteria had altered so 
much. 

The fears within the British 
sporting community were 
calmed by the decision taken by 
Chris Smith, the Culture. Me- 
dia and Sports Secretary, to con- 
sult widely with sports 
governing bodies over the pro- 
ject - which Smith described as 
“fundamentally flawed" - once 
the Labour government came to 
power. The message Smith and 
the Sports Minister, Tony 
Banks, received was that what 
was required was a greater em- 
phasis on regional centres con- 
necting to a central hub. 

Accordingly, there will be 



Denise Lewis (centre) hits one of the obstacles during the 100m hurdles in the women’s heptathlon in the World Athletics Championships in Athens earlier this year. Lewis was one of riye L B ^* t Lf?lSS ¥in 
who won silver medals, but the team failed to win a single gold. Supporters of the new academy hope that it will help convert British potential into world and Olympic titles Photograp ony p 


eight regional centres in Eng- 
land, several in Scotland and 
one each in Wales and North- 
ern Ireland - all of which will 
have to be accredited by the na- 
tional centre. 

Tlvo sports - cricket and 
rugby league - have said they 
want to develop their own ex- 
clusive facilities. Those pro- 
jects are still in the development 
stage. Other sports such as 
rowing and track cycling will 
base themselves at multi-use fa- 
cilities outside Sheffield. 

But the key element to the 
whole scheme is that all the 
parts are within a network 


which will be able to co-ordinate 
its support. British competi- 
tors are about to start surfing 
the net towards Sydney. 

Essentially, all the money 
and all the talk is directed at 
making the life of our sportsmen 
and women easier. 

Last week, the internation- 
al high hurdler Jacqui Agyepong 
talked excitedly of her involve- 
ment in the new athletics pro- 
gramme which has been set up 
at Bath University. In recent 
years she has spent as much 
lime on the'Mfi as she has on 
the training ground because 
she has been obliged to make 


separate trips to her coach, her 
physiotherapist and her doctor. 

The essence of a sporting in- 
stitute is that it should provide 
a one-stop shop for athletes 
such as Agyepong. allowing 
them to channel all that wast- 
ed energy into becoming taster, 
higher, stronger. 

Thus competitors will be 


able to remain in training at their 
local clubs while accessing ex- 
pertise via their regional centre. 

The furthest any athlete will 
have to travel for treatment, 
training facilities or support 
facilities at the Sheffield site will 
be three miles. 

There will be widespread re- 
lief that the whole process is fi- 


THESPORTS to .AL j^jP^T-SHEFFIELD 

Athletics 

Squash 

Swimming 

Volleyball 

Netball 

Judo 

Road cycling 

Triathlon 


nally moving, at a time when 
many sports are learning how 
much money they are to receive 
from a separate National Lot- 
tery- funded scheme to benefit 
sport, the World Class Perfor- 
mance Programme. 

The Sheffield consortium 
includes the city's two univer- 
sities, two hospital trusts and the 
city council. 

Among the reasons for its 
success, according to Smith, 
were that it offered a cohesive 
site with good transport and in- 
frastructure, and that it had buDt 
on existing public investment in 
sports facilities in the city. 


“We are absolutely delight- 
ed/' a Sheffield City Council 
spokesman said. “We have al- 
ways known that Sheffield had 
the strongest case for this be- 
cause of the state-of-the-art 
sports facilities we already have. 

“We are right in the middle 
of the country with great com- 
munications. And this is going 
to be a major plank in our re- 
generation plans for the city." 

The British Olympic Asso- 
ciation remained optimistic of 
playing a role within the over- 
all framework of the Institute, 
even though it supported the ri- 
val Upper Heyford bid. 


Dick Palmer, executive vice- 
president, said the BOA hoped 
to be involved in running the 
centre of excellence. “Natural- 
ly we are disappointed that the^ 
bid -was rejected but there we 1x5^- 
three good bids and I suspect 
the fine facilities already in 
place in Sheffield counted in 
their favour.’* he said. 

"I hope we will still havean 
input in to the academy. We 
have not heard anything about 
the management yet and we 
hope to be involved to that. We 
have anticipated we might be 
cherry-picked for the task but 
it is too early to speculate." 


SAILING 


CRICKET 


Broughton aims 
to make Navy fly 


Hollioake’s men can shape the future 


The Royal Navy are 
flying the flag for British 
sailing in the Southern 
Cross regatta. Stuart 
Alexander reports from .a 
baking hot Sydney on 
their chances of covering 
the White Ensign in 
glory. 


The Royal Navy goes into bat- 
tle here today led by a helicopter 
piloL a nuclear submariner, 
and a land-based recruit train- 
ing officer. 

They join an enthusiastic, if 
still depleted. Southern Cross 
regaua for a nine-race series 
which ends with the 630-mile 
Sydney to Hobart race, starting 
on Boxing Day. 

As today is also forecast to 
be the hottest of the summer so 
tar. basking in 30-plus degree 
temperatures may seem a good 
wav to spend a British winter. 
However, the work-rate over an 
eight-day training period has 
been intense, with the heli- 
copter pilot and skipper. Mick- 
ey Broughton, cramming boat 
preparation, handling ma- 
noeuvres and fitness training 
into long days of toil. 

Having the submariner and 
navigator. Paul Methven, and 
the square basher and principal 
helmsman, Clive Woodman, 
aboard has left Broughton con- 
fident lhat he has assembled one 
of the best all-round RN crews. 

The 14-strong crew will be 
racing the 43ft Quest - a mod- 
ern, Nelson/Marek-designed 
yacht, which was sailed by Aus- 
tralia's 1996 Canada Cup team 
in Hawaii. Quest was also sec- 
ond in this year's Hamilton Is- 
land Race Week. 

Broughton, the navigator 
on the joint services' British De- 
fender in the 1989 Whitbread 
Round the World Race and a 
regular on Admiral's Cup 
yachts, sees this as more than a 
flag-waving exercise for Britain. 


It is an important step forward 
in the Navy's return to top 
level competition. 

They will have to be at their 
best if they are to take any top 
level scalps, one of which is be- 
ing championed by another 
British arrival. Andy Beadsworth 
has been called in ty Syd Fischer, 
the captain of the Australia 
team, to helm the 50ft Raga- 
muffin. Beadsworth. who raced 
in the Soling class at the Atlanta 
Olympics, will be doing his first 
Sydney to Hoban race - Fisch- 
er his 29th. 

Still a few days from the en- 
try to Sydney Harbour are the 
nine yachts in the Whitbread 
Race. Brunei Sunergy and the 
overall leader Innovation 
Kvaeraer appear to be profit- 
ing from taking the big dive 
south to look for fresh wester- 
lies. Paul Cayard in EF Lan- 
guage was estimated to have 
joined the leaders, having 
swapped his northerly option for 
a more southerly attack. 

The fleet remains bunched 
over about 20 miles with any 
one of Paul Standbridge in 
Toshiba, George Collins in 
Cbessie Racing, and Lawrie 
Smith in Britain’s Silk Cut vy- 
ing for the lead. 

The boats have faced con- 
stant headwinds since the start 
on Saturday, which has meant 
frequent changes of tack and the 
necessaiy movement of gear 
and crew below deck that goes 
with it. The result is that the 
crews are now extremely tired. 

Grant Dalton reported from 
Merit Cup that the boat had 
been under tremendous strain. 
“There is no doubt these boats 
are tough. We haven't broken 
anything, with the exception of 
a computer which gave up the 
ghost when we fell off a wave." 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
{third lea, 2,250 mBes, Fremantle to Syd- 
ney): TfasWba (MS) P Stanabndga t/wQ 
mies ia flnsh: 2 Swedish Mach <Swe) G 
Kiantz 4 miee beHnd: 3 S* Qjt (GBJ L Srmh 
fl: 4 EF Language (Swe) P Cayard na; 5 
Went Cup iMorwco) 6 Dalton TZ3; 6 
Chess* Raong (US) 0 Colins 12£; 7 
Bnnei Sunergy iNetti) R Hauer 24; 8 EF Ed- 
ucation (Swe) C Guiov 2JLS; 9 Innovation 
Kwaemsr (Nor) K Prostaa 2&a 


If England win the 
Champions Cup on 
Friday, then It is likely 
that the principle of 
separate one-day and 
Test squads will be 
adopted. Derek Pringle 
reports from Sharjah on 
a bold experiment that 
looks like succeeding. 


England’s seamless progress to 
the final of the Akai-Stoger 
Champions Cup here, has been 
a triumph of strategy over con- 
venience. By tailoring their side 
to the demands and parameters 
of this one-day competition, 
Adam Hollioake’s team have 
perhaps set a precedent that 
even the financially cautious 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board will find difficult to ig- 
nore. Win or lose on Friday, the 
days of single party tours must 
surely be numbered. 

But while the ECB pre-var- 
icate upon the matter, the view 
from the England dressing- 
room - particularly with the 
World Cup at stake in just un- 
der IS months time - is that 
there is simply no other way. 

“The Board should see it as 
an investment." reckoned Hol- 
lioake, when asked if the ECB 
might blanche at the the cost of 
such a venture. The current 
England one-day captain in 
residence adding: “If they are 
not going to keep this squad lo- 



Getting into the swing? England’s Alistair Brawn enjoys a 
day off on the golf course yesterday 

Photograph: Graham C ha dwi do* Allsport 


getber for the one-day series in 
the West Indies, they may as 
well call the whole thing off right 
now. There is no point to going 
off half-cock. At the end of the 
day if you are not prepared lo 
pay, you can’t expect results." 

It is a philosophy that is 
echoed, though somewhat less 
forcefully, by the England 
coach, David Lloyd. “1 hope we 
can take the nucleus of this 
squad here out to the one-day 
series in the West Indies, and 
perhaps add four or five play- 
ers from the Test team as well.** 


No doubt Lloyd was think- 
ing about the likes of Michael 
Atherton and Darren Gough, 
who were both excused Shar- 
jah, as well as one or two oth- 
ers such as Murk Ramprokash 
and Andy Caddick. 

Lloyd, who stressed that it 
was “his thinking and not a de- 
cision," also hopes la assemble 
a one-day squad of 22 players 
for next summer when England 
play a triangular scries against 
South Africa and Sri Lanka. 

“It's no, mean feat to get to 
the final on the back of a few nets 


in Manchester." said Lloyd, im- 
plying that his and (he England 
selectors' demands in preparing 
this squad had not been excessive. 

Mind you. the logistics, at least 
for gening a squad ready for the 
Vtesl Indies, are not straightfor- 
ward. Indeed, England's at- 
tempts to prepare one-day 
specialists for the previous World 
Cup, by taking them to South 
Africa towards the end of the Test 
series there, caused confusion. 

Despite the right intentions. 
England followed a 6-1 kiss to the 
one-day series to South Africa, 
with a swift exit from the World 
Cup. where they failed to beat a 
single Test- playing nation. With 
“previous” like that, the ECB is 
unlikely leap in again, without con- 
sidering the consequences. Yet if 
England win the final against West 
Indies, few will be ahfc to deny the 
overwhelming success of this 
well-conceived experiment. 

With one-day cricket lucking 
the most likely way to spread 
and popularise the game round 
the world, England need to be 
at the forefront, and that means 
having largely separate squads 
for Test and one-day cricket. 

Trying to stay ahead of the 
game is forcing England cricket 
lo become more labour intensive, 
which in turn means extra ex- 
pense. If England arc to chal- 
lenge for the World Cup in 18 
months time or the Ashes next 
winter, the ECB will have to start 
balancing finances with priorities. 
A good showing by England on 
Friday, may be just the spur. 


Edwards’ heroic 
feat of endurance 




Pete Davies 
reports from Pune 
England 324-3 
Ireland (16 
England win by 208 runs 


West Indies finally profit from India’s reckless run chase 


West Indies 229-6 
India 188 

West todies win by 41 runs 


England face a high-profile 
practice run for their Caribbean 
tour when they play the West In- 
dies in Sharjah's Champions 
Trophy final on Friday follow- 
ing yesterday's self-destruction 
against the West Indies by India. 


Sachin Tendulkar and Mo- 
hammed Azharuddin ran them- 
selves out as India, trying to 
overhaul the Wtst Indian total 
of 229 for 6 inside 45 overs - to 
qualify for the final on run-rate 
- slid wretchedly to 188 ail out. 

The West Indies* triumph 
was based on an unbeaten 105 
from Stuart Williams and then 
some fine bowling by their spin- 
ners Rawl Lewis. Carl Hooper 
and Shhmarine Chanderpaul, 


After their Test series hu- 
miliation in Pakistan. Courtney 
Walsh's side will be determined 
to beat England, so that they can 
return home with at least some 
pride restored. England beat 
West Indies by four wickets on 
Saturday, but that will not count 
for much in the final. 

Hooper finished with 4 for 
37 and Chanderpaul 3 fur 18. 
both cashing in on the Indians* 
increasingly desperate attempts 


to gel to their target. The leg- 
spinner Lewis had earlier 
played a vital role, removing 
Navjot Sidhu and then provid- 
ing the accurate throw* to run 

out Tendulkar and Azharuddin 


ru.iiitiuuUI|l 

Saurav Ganguly made 70. but 
Rahul Dravid appeared at the 

F'lll itfiL. C^< • ■ 


appeared at the 
rail of the Bin wickeu Sidhu. and 
it was nut until the 29th over that 


UW. 4./1II l IV^I | 

Tendulkar came in at No 4 

CHAMPIONS TROPHY (ShariaM - 
IS C Gangiiy TO: C L Hooper 






Huntingdon’s Charlotte Ed- 
wards gave herself an 18th 
birthday present a day early yes- 
terday, scoring 173 not out 
against Ireland in Pune’s palm- 
fringed Nehru Stadium. 

Winning her ninth cap for 
England. Edwards battled her 
way through 50 overs, striking 
19 fours off 155 balls to produce 
an innings stunning in its range 
and also admirable in its char- 
acter, as England gained an 
overwhelming win by 208 runs 
in this women's World Cup 
match. 

Edwards passed the centu- 
ry mark in the 32nd over with- 
out offering one chance. Tiring 
in stifling heat, she was then 
dropped three times - on 110, 
131. and again when she had 
passed the previous women’s 
World Cup record score of 143, 
set to 1988 by Australia's Lind- 
say Reeler. Edwards made that 
mark in the 44th over - that she 
carried on to thrash 30 more 
runs, dehydrated and with 
cramps in her feet and an fr l pq 
speaks of a heart as big as her 
covered drives are sweeL 

Edwards effort was the 
centrepiece of another crushing 
England display: 324 for 3 was 
their third score over 300 in 
three matches - and this against 
an Irish side better by some 
niargin then their previous vic- 
tims, Denmark and Pakistan. In- 
deed. should Ireland beat 
Pakistan tomorrow in Dehli 
they would join England in the 
quarter-finals - but England 
overwhelmed them all the 
same. At the close, Edwards was 

dashingly assisted by the wick- 
etkeeper. Jane Cassar, striking 
50 not out off 55 balls. 

• 7 h tf rfsh COach ’ John Wills, 
said: “They respected the good 


V, 


ball and the bad ball went for 
four. It was an exhibition of how 
to play proper cricket, not least 
when Jane Brittin walked. Jt was 
only the merest of snicks, but 
she was honest, and that's what 
it should all be about," 
lb their credit, rather than 
stonewalling through 50 overs, 

Ireland set themselves a target 
between 180 and 200 - but 
they did not get near it England 
bowled them out for 116 in the 
42nd over to win by 208 runs; 
a fierce spell of 4 for 6 in 4.1 
overs from the bighearted York- 
shire seamer Melissa ReynaiffS 
put paid to the inning s — her cn? 
cial scalp was that ofCaitriaria 
Beggs, who had lasted 40 grit- 
ty overs for her 49. 

That England's bowling has 
found some bite will be as 
heartening as Edwards’ high 
score. Less heartening was the 
news from Bombay - that her 
score was not, after all, the new 
world record. The Australian 
opener, Belinda Clark, bad hit = V [: 

an astonishing 229 not oat y U 
against Denmark, and Ans- 
tralia’s total of 412 for 3 passed 
England's four-day old Wbrld, - 
Cup record of 376 for 2 coin-i 
fortably. Tfomoirow’s game be- 
tween these two in Nagpur ■ 
should be same affair. ' ■< : 

England wan loss 
ENGLAND WOMEN'S Xl 
C Edwards not out U PS ■ 

o 52?!.? *l or** 
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BOXING 


Hamed signs 
£26 m deal 
with Warren 
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There seems no limit to 
I Naseem Hamed’s earning pcw- 
f er. Britain’s highest-paid sports- 
man, can bank around £26 m 
from anew deal struck with pro- 
moter Frank Warren. 

The World Boxing Organi- 
sation featherweight champion 
has signed for another 10 fights 
under the Warren banner, with 
a new contract which starts in 
September. 

.Warren said: ‘‘He earned 
more than WBC heavyweight 
champion Lennox Lewis last 
year and his endorsements in 
the Middle Hast are unbeliev- 
able.’'Ttuned's name appears 
there on orange juice, milk 
cartons and postage stamps 
among other items. 

It is no wonder Warren does 
not flinch when he reveals that 
f his 'Madison Square Carden 
venture, in which Hamed de- 
fends his WBO title against 
the New Yorker Kevin Kelley on 
Friday, is costing $10tn (around 
£6.7m) to set up. 

Big American names on 
Hamed’s agenda for 1998 are 
the WBO super-bantamweight 
champion Junior Jones- Warren 
has a contract for that fight to take 
' place in London during Wim- 
bledon fortnight - and the In- 
ternational Boxing Federation 
super-featherweight champion 
Arturo Gatti, from Montreal. A 
Gatti fight would be at super- 
featherweight (9st 41b), a division 
, higher for Hamed. 

I Breaking with traditional 
pre-fight preparation, Hamed 
went to play poof until 2am on 
Sunday. And he says he stays up 
until the early horns watching 
videos of his beros like Muham- 
mad Ali. With 28 successive 
wins, 26 inside schedule, 
Hamed does not see the need 
to conform. 

Tm enjoying myself. I’ve 
done a bit of shopping in New 
York, played a bit of pool and 
now I’ll spank the Yank,” said 
Hamed. 

“Tm here to knock someone 
out - Kelley w ill be the one - 
and make Britain and the Arab 
world proud. I guarantee iL 

‘‘I predict the round in which 
I’ll win, but it doesn’t put pres- 
sure on me. I won’t go out all 
tensed up. Tl! heat someone up. 


F^in must come with it, and Kel- 
ley will feel some. He’ll take 
some serious shots. 

'‘I’ve not come to New York 
to dance around and win on 
points. I’ve something to prove 
to the Americans who say I'm 
a flash in the pan. I’m looking 
for a full, dean collision - me 
hitting him, and him hitting the 
canvas." 

Kelley has not been seen in 
his borne city since Hamed ar- 
rived in a personal party which 
will swell to nearly 30 when his 
family arrive in force before his 
dale at the Garden. 

The former World Boxing 
Council champion may be more 
than a shade put out Ely the fact 
that Hamed is making ail the 
pre-fight noise on his own 
patch. Kelley said: “You need 
to give him a beating. He needs 
it. The first round Tm going 
straight for his mouth. I’ve 
been saving everything up for 
the belt 

“I think they are jumping the . 
gun with this guy. They are 
putting too much interest in a 
guy no one knows and who is 
not from this city and is not even 
from this country. 

“When I fight, I fight with 
everything that’s in me. I’m 
going to hit him with everything 
that I’ve ever been hit with. 
When the bell rings he's going 
to see me and know that Tm out 
to hurt him.” 

Hamed claimed that Kelley 
“has realised it will be his last 
fight— He will just turn up and 
give it what he’s got He’s been 
world champion and been there 
before. He’s no novice." 

Hamed is hoping that 
Muhammad Ali will come to 
watch the fight and insists his 
comments were taken out of 
context when he was reported 
as saying he would go down in 
history as a better fighter than 
“The Greatest”. 

"I’m hoping more than any- 
thing dial he’s there." Hamed 
said. “The guy’s my idol, my in- 
spiration. 

“If they ask me who is best 
between us, I roust give my opin- 
ion. All I said was I can box five 
different ways. I wasn’t saying 
I was better than him. He's a liv- 
ing legend." 



Katja Sefcringer, Germany’s Olympic champion, sets the best time in training yesterday for the World Cup womens downhill in Val cPlsere today 


Photograph: Pascal ftvani/AFP 


RUGBY UNION 


FOOTBALL 


French begin a revolution prior to Five Nations challenge 


arrives 


Clive Woodward's willingness to 
sacrifice an entire herd of sacred 
cattle in selecting his sides for 
England's recent four-match 
international series may not 
■ have earned him the victory he 
craved, but it seems to have set 
a few bares running on the far 
side of the ChanneL Yesterday, 
'> 3 Lbe French indulged in their 
■*own bout of “off with their 
heads" radicalism by ditching 
some of their most experienced 
and respected Test performers. 

Philippe Salnt-Andn£, who 


led the Tricolores to a record de- 
feat against the Springboks in 
Paris Fast month, was omitted 
from a training squad due to 
meet next week to begin early 
preparations for the Five Na- 
tions' Championship. So too was 
Thierry Lacroix, despite his vir- 
tuoso performance for Harle- 
quins against Wasps at the 
weekend, and, astonishingly, 
Abdel Benazri and Jean-Luc 
Sadourny, acknowledged world- 
class acts at loose forward and 
full-back respectively. 


Jean Claude-Skrela and his 
coaching sidekick. Pierre Vftle- 
preux. wielded their collective 
axe in other directions, too. Di- 
dier Casadei. the outstanding 
Brive loose-head prop, and his 
versatile ciubmate. David Ven- 
ditti. were also ignored, asuere 
such luminaries as Olivier Mer- 
le and Laurent Cabannes. “We 
are not excluding anyone from 
future Test sides." insisted 
Villepreux. “We simply want to 
bring as many players as possi- 
ble into our planning.” A Jogi- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 
A new knee injiry suffered by Jerry 
Rfca, the San Ftanasco jeers wide re- 
ceiver, and a cfctocaied fodder tor 
Terrel Oavis, the Denver Broncos of- 
fence ptoyar, In the Monday game , wi 
dent both cUrf hopes of reaching &i- 
per Bowl XXXII. 

NFL: San Francisco 34 Denver 17. 

Baseball 

The Florida Mtafins have traded their 
talented pitcher Kevin Brown to the 
Sot Dteqo Pacfres for three mrtor lea- 
guers. the first baseman Derrek Lee 
and the p&bers Rafael Medna and 
S»ye Haft' 

Basketball 

NBA: Boston VOPhbdalpha 83; Toronto 
101 tetfana.108: Wbahncton S3 Utah 86: 
Cficaoo it! Pbttnh KJ4; rerttand 90 Mama 
93 


Cricket 

CHAMPtOHS TROPHY (Sftaitah. UAE) 
Fbal Mannings 

P W L Pte HR 

England 3 3 0 6 +022 

WastfncBM 3 2 1 4 *044 

Pakistan 3 1 2 2 -02S 

Intfla 3 0 3 0 TW 

final (Fritter): England * tftest Jnctei 
TOUR MATCH {paranpodilnUiMyQltodi): 
fesmana 535 tor5 dee (D F tfls B& J Cw 73 
S Ybung 145, D Mash 'SSnoi and Wtor 7 dee 
ffl J Tucker 44ncl; South Africa 402 tor 8 dec 
(VV J Cronje 145. M V Boucher 55, A A Dcnafcl 
SSno) and 94 k* 2 (J H Ksfa Sine). Match 


Fnqjand 3» to 3 (C Edwards TTSnc* J Cw- 
safSono): ketend t* (U Reynold 4-6* Eiw- 


(or 3 f8 CterV 22Snc); C 
won by 363 runa. 
OnupA p 

England * 

Ans MBs * 

Ireland - ■* 

DannwA- 

South Africa 3 

Pakistan 3 


kAusnate4£ 
43 Australia 


W D L PM 


Group B 

P W D L Pis 

NewZMiand.. .3 3 0 3 18 

lixSa .3 2i 3 IS 

Sri Lanka ... 3 * 1 i 9 

Netherlands _ .3 C i 2 3 

Was Indies... .4 D i 3 3 

RaavcancaSeo marches reserved as svas 

Football 

Rartick Thistla have been QtvBn a hwo- 
morrth soy of execution by their 
creators The Glasgow dub. bottom 
of the Scottish First Division, have 
debts in excess of £2m and are cur- 
rently losing 240.GOO a m onth. 

FIFA CONFEDERATIONS' CUP Group A 
(Riyadh, SAnbh): SautS A.te=«a i iUj- 
hOTtfned At- Mian* 4C> Ausaata D 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Cartng Pns 
ohrahip: Manchester LSS : Ascn Vffiaa FA 
Cup Second-round replay: Slever-aga 2 


League Premar Dtyplon: Hyae3 SwryTO 1 
2. Untffita Fire* Dtvtricn Cup second round; 
Ashton 1 Gross Hanwod 1 Nonh Wea Coun- 
das League Cup second round; CEtfwoe 0 
VawhaGM a PrwSns League RretOhiialoH; 


WEEKEIsfP FIXTURES 


FA CarCWg premiers hip 

1 Aston Via vtoufimnpion — 1 

Z aacUuavMucHmn - * 

3D*D* vCrystNMn - * 

* Leads yflgfen ,..-. . i i 

5i ^ertar.yapajta | 

7 w CheSai ■ ■jf 

S - - x 

v Uancfesser 

uaL “•“BlShlAkdon v Arsenal 








9Uoryv. 

lO.WNl 

llMand 

12Nmi 
13 Ncefln 

t4.RorrfJ 


WtiaH League 

■ MBe-T.-. , .... 2 

.2 

MWtti3roogti-«.-2 

— 

WBa . irerh. .M-,-- ■ " 

2 


16 Bearing v Wttf»es ; . * 

17 Swindon v Bnrsngham 

1 b Tramero v Oxfcxd Utd ■ ■ 

ig West Brotrewd? v Hudderefie g » 
Playing Sunday; Obws Park Rangers v 
Bradford Crry 

Second Division 

2 D Bournemouth v Warfcwd .... X 

21 BrstoiCityvCtoterfBe J 

22 Gr«tsby ' J ■ „ 

23 Luton vSnsWftoW— 

24 Wwafl V Wycomta - — ’ 

25 MxtWmF ** v 1 

26 Wigan vSrenttad — 

or t-Vrexham v Ctcrfftam — ■ 

SSassSS ? 5 

^ ^haro » Kbsaa SCUFXFKf Ycrit 


Third Division 

28 Brighten u Shrewsbury X 

29 Dariinglcn w Scurnhorpe 2 

30 Exe^r v Rrchdaie — 1 

31 Hartepoo* .■ Uarsfeid — T 

32 Leyton Orwnt v J*6_ 1 

33 MaccfestieHJ v Carsiti — JC 

34 PeiwlJiraJJri v Lxon 2 

35 Swansea v Carindge X 

36 TowayvNsre Carry.. 2 

Playing Friday: Ccidies =r v Cr.esa- Dan-. 
pwe vHctem Scvscreuah « 3am*. 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

37 Ce»e u t 

38 Ccrdes Ltd .* S: -S.*# * 

39 Hearts v Sanders x 

40 KinamcM v AscrCeen 1 

41 Harer«- e DinJe-r-^e ... -1 


cal move, perhaps, but a bold 
oac all (he same. 

Bath, hugely embarrassed ai 
their 50-point mauling hy Sara- 
cens at the weekend, have been 
rather less imaginative in nam- 
ing their side for (his Saturdays 
do-or-die Heineken Cup semi- 
final with Pau at the Recreation 
Ground. Their four changes are 
wholly predictable: Mark Regan 
for .Andy Long at hooker. 
Richard Webster for Eric Peicrs 
on the blind-side Qank. Mike 
Can for Richard Butland at 


Huc-tfsfisis Ci tMdssSfoug* ; S*jroerena 
2 f.*ancd«ji?r Or, 1 Second DMakwr Lr- 
coin 2 a- ua l y d Oiy 3. Snerixaid Uid ' R-ittwr 
na-n 2 Third Division; Nr-*castte ? t-ti« CjI>- 
0. Avon Insurance Combination First Dtv*- 
skwr Cnelsea 2 Wurewicjco 3 The nmes FA 
VoliH! Cup second round: Town c 

Grea: iMaianog AjvwsO v*c*sig i Girgran 
2 Fifa Conted eratlon Cup (Htyadn, S Ara- 
bia) Group 8: C:een PtsuOk ■ <$e<jt &9? 
UOfluay2nD*vwa2S. Calav«aER) UrralArat- 
SmcaiBS i (Siiiaii i| Scum Africa 0 Por- 
tuguese League: Samba) 2 Sporting -3 

Golf 

Annita Sorenstam, of Sweden, was 
yesterday named ptayer of the year 
fay the United States LPGA. The 
American Kama Webb won ihe award 
for leacfcTg scorer. 

Ice hockey 

Card ff DevAs have signed the Swede 
Peter Sooth, with the defenceman set 
to make his debut m the Express Cup 
fie at home to Nottingham Panthers 
tomonow. 


First Division 

42Fa*rt vAvriw ... - 1 

43 Morton v Swing . . 1 

44 Rand' v Ayr X 

45 RaitTi v Hamilton X 

46 St Mirren v Dundee . X 

Second Division 

47 Bredw. v SienrvjusefTua . . X 

48 Inverness fTT v Forfar . • 1 

49 Lwvigslon v Clyde 1 

Also pteying (not on coupons): Cwasrcmtw 

Seutft v £asi Fite Straiv3H V aycfeWt- ThW 

Okiisiw ACicr ftwere v Arbiitfifi Atoa v tes 

Carry. Ccn-senrieam v BenwO. oniMneo 
* East Swwtg MantioM r Queens Park 
Four draws: forwignam Faesi v SiocK-pon 
Samarojm * Wtartau MuadssfteH vCaiOil 
ffann ■■■ Harmrrcn 

Rw sways: Snettied Uta Sundertand Otari- 
tan. Scunswpe Nons Caimy 
Ten homes: Bteoturri Leicester uvsrwxX. 
riO.-**?! Suwvion. West Brvnnyi iVsnsTv 
-■wter Ceoc. Livffiostex' 


suind-off and a return 10 the left 
wing for Adedayo Adebavo. 
which will allow Matt Perry to 
switch back to outride centre. 

There may. however, be a 
surprise twist on the personnel 
front. Adehayoi who strained his 
back in training hefore the Sar- 
acens match, remains a slight 
doubt and Bath have put Simon 
Geoghegan, their perpetually 
injured Irish wing, on standby. 
Geoghegan has played fewer 
than 2ti matches since joining 
the West Countrvmen three 


NHL; Fionas 2 Scscr. $ Mooiieai 1 PhteOrt- 
prm 3 Ddtas fl Bvttato <, Si Lou® 1 Ottawa 3: 
Ccnraoo i laomo 2. Vanccuw* 1 Los Aiw 

Krt U 

Ice skating 

British skating yesterday received a 
boost by securing a £350000 grant 
from ihe lottery S pons Fund For the 
first tme British skaters w* new be able 
to travel to next years Writer Olympics 
n Nagano with a professorial support 
group, inducing a psychologist, phys- 
iologist and nutrmonsl. 
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Football 

7 30 unless sateu 

EUROPEAN UNDER-Z1 CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP 

QUALIFYING PLAYOFF SECOND LEG 

England 101 v Greece (a pAS) 

(a UBirw fioed. norwtchi 

FA CUP SECOND-ROUND REPLAYS 

Bntay v Lincoln CKy fT.45) 

f« McAlpms sodium. Huddersfield) 

Ilkeston v Scunthorpe (7A5) 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 
Newcastle v Derby (7.45) — . . — .... 
GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
SPALDING CUP QUARTER-FINAL 

Gateshead v Morecambe (7-45) 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE CUP Second 
round: ReOditch v Bison. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE CUP Hard round: 
Btdxs) Auckland v Belper Whsteni v Lan- 
csster 

RYMAN LEAGUE FUH Members Cup 
second round: Layton Pennant v Grays 
Associate Members Trophy second 
round: Ford Uid v Edgwara 
SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Prwnfe- 
Division: Chepenham v Baciiwel i: 
Taunton v Caine Las Phillips Cup sec- 
ond round: Bridgwater v EUksb (7/45): 
Crednon v Gtestonbury 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
First Division: MSe Oak v Snteey (76L 
John O'Kara l aap ie Cup third round: 
Lancng v East Preston 


years ago, thanks mainly to 
chronic toe problems that have 
required nine separate bouts of 
surgery. 

Pau have made one change 
from the side who started 
against Leicester in last month's 
quaner-finai, replacing the lock 
Thierry Memieres with Alain 
Lagouarde. 

PAU (v Bath, Saturday): N Brusque; P . 
Bemat-SaBes. D Danuaco F Late. Y Martri: 

D Aucajpe FTorossten; P Tnep^apdevfc. 

J Rev leapt). J-M Gonzalez. A logouenie. T 
Ctecte. S Keith, N Bacque, F RoAes 

- Chris Hewett 


at Hillsborough 


Rugby Union 

Jrn Fleming, the leaong Scottish ref- 
eree, has been appointed to the in- 
ternational Board's a he panel 

Swimming 

David Wide. Britam^ most success- 
ful swimmer, and felowOfymptegoW 
medaBsts H<e Duncan Goortiew and 
AcMan Moorhouse are being recruit- 
ed to help British swimmers beat the 
world's best, by passing on their 
knowledge to the present generation 
of title hopehis. 


NORTHERN COUNTED EAST LEAGUE 
CUP Third round: Denafay v Hal Road 
Rangers: Worstvough &Mgo v Curron 
Ashton 

PRESS ft JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Fraserburgh v Elate J&O); 
Lass»nouth v Brora Rangers; Petetkaad 
v Devwonvate. 

PONTINS LEAGUE Premier Dhriskm: 
Notmgham Forest v Everton (70); Hen- 
mere v Blackburn (7IJJ. First Division: 
Botoi v Ctxentry (701 rat Leigh RMft: OkJ- 
ham v Grimsby pty tot Statybrktge 
Cetdc); West Bromwidi v Port ttete 
/a Wateso**w7 Town). Second Division; 
Brxnley v Blackpool (7353; Carfete v 
Shrewsbury J7CT (et GfBtne); Ftochdaie v 
Barnsley Pa) Third Dhriafc ro ,' Chaser v 
Scarborough (70); Wigan vWalsal (7Q: 
Chesterfield v Doncaster PH 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First DtvtehHi: Oxford Utd v Norvncti faJ 
WKnsy Town); Swindon v Bnghton (7fi); 
Tottenham v WBa Ham (730$ (& Leyton 
Orient) 

THE TIMES R4 YOUTH CUP Second- 
round replays: Brentford v Swansea city 
(Tfi). Arsenal v Enter City (70); Wim- 
bledon v Chelsea (7D) (ar Plough Lone). 


Basketball 

MENS NATIONAL CUP SeniMinalBaD- 
ond leg: Peugeot Bidets Bkntogham v 
Thames IfeBey Tigers (70). 


Sheffield Wednesday have 
signed the Macedonian in- 
ternational defender Goce Sed- 
loski from the Croatian club, 
Hajduk Split, for f 1.75m. 

The Owls have agreed terms 
with the 23-year-old Sedloski 
and his club after he underwent 
a medical, but they may have to 
wait up to a month for their new 
man to make his debut while a 
work permit is obtained. 

The Macedonian is Ron 
Atkinson's second signing since 
returning to Hillsborough, 
following the arrival of the 
Swedish forward Niclas Alex- 
andersson from JFK Gothen- 
burg for £750,000. 

Ray Harford has made his 
first purchase as the manager of 
Queen's Park Rangers, agree- 
ing to pay £250,000 for Bradford 
City’s Australian international 
midfielder George Kulcsar. 

Roy Hodgson is ready to 
throw a teenage striker, James 
Beattie, in at the deep end to 
help Blackburn Rovers' title 
push. The Ewood Park manag- 
er has been unable to find a top- 
class forward to hack up Chris 
Sutton and Kevin Galiacher, so 

TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


Trie number of matches 
Australia's football team 
remained unbeaten uider 
coach Terry Venables. The 
run was terminated yes- 
terday by Saudi Arabia 
who won a Confedera- 
tions Cup match 1-0 on 
home sol in Riyadh 


19-year-old Beattie may well 
face West Ham on Saturday. 

The Scotland midfielder Bil- 
ly McKinlay will miss Black- 
bum’s Premiership march at 
home to Crystal Palace on 28 
December and (he FA Cup 
third-round tic against Wigan 
on 3 January after lieing booked 
for ihe fifth time this season ai 
Arsenal on Saturday. 

The Derby County manag- 
er, Jim Smith, could plunge a 
teenage rookie into Premiership 
action at St James* Park tonight. 
The 19-year-old Steve Elliott 
may earn his chance as injuries 
have ruled Smith's central de- 
fensive trio of Igor Stimac, Ja- 
cob Laursen and Christian 
Daftly out of contention. 

Bolton Wanderers’ appeal 
against Alan Thompson's recent 
red card at Blackburn has been 
dismissed by the Football As- 
sociation , so the midfielder will 
be banned for matches against 
Leeds, Barnsley 1 and Everton. 

The former Liverpool goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelaar. who 
was last week given a fine and 
a suspended ban for breaching 
EA betting rules, played for Old- 
ham Athletic In a private prac- 
tice match at Bury yesterday. 

Grobbelaar. who was on 
Sheffield Wednesday’s books 
earlier this season, may now sign 
a short-term deal for Oldham, 
whose manager. Neil Wjmock. 
signed him for Plymouth Argyle 
at the start of last season. 

Meanwhile, the Zimbabwe 
Football Association said yes- 
terday it could not afford to hire 
Grobbelaar, (he national team 
goalkeeper, as its coach, and has 
given the post to Roy Barreto, 
an army club coach. 

- Rupert Metcalf 
and Alan Nixon 
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Williams team acquitted of Senna’s manslaughter 

■ -aT 


The burden of doubt has 
been fitted from the 
British grand prix outfit 
after a judge in Imola 
decided they were not 
responsible for the death 
of Ayrton Senna. Derick 
ASsop reports on a verdict 
Which has also confirmed 
Italy’s place in the 
Formula One calendar. 


Motorsport’s immediate future 
in Italy was assured yesterday 
when the six defen dan ts in the 
Ayrton Senna trial at Imola 
were acquitted of the driver’s 
manslaughter. 


The judge took just 60 sec- 
onds to deliver bis verdict at the 
end of a 10-month hearing. 
Frank Willi ams, team owner, 
Patrick Head, his technical di- 
rector, Adrian Newey, the then 
team chief designer, and three 
raring officials were all found 
not guilty. 

It is thought the prosecution 
will exercise its right of auto- 
matic appeal, which would pro- 
long the legal process and 
uncertainty into 1999 and pos- 
sibly beyond. 

However, developments yes- 
terday have served to remove 
any doubts hanging over next 
year's two FI races in Italy, 
much to the relief of eveiyone 
involved in racing. 


Motorsport's governing body, 
the FIA, warned that ail its 
events in the country, including 
the grands prix of San Marino and 
Italy, could be cancelled if guilty 
verdicts had been handed down. 

Senna was killed in the 1 994 
San Marino Grand Prix, at 
Imola’s Enzo e Dino Ferrari cir- 
cuit. The prosecution claimed 
the steering column in the 
Brazilian’s Wiliiams-Renauh 
broke because of faulty modi- 
fication work. The defence con- 
tended that the column 
snapped when the car hit a con- 
crete wall on the outside of the 
Tun b ure Ho curve after leaving 
the track at I90mph. 

Williams was virtually guar- 
anteed his acquittal after giving 


evidence to the court, two 
months ago, when he explained 
he had no direct input on tech- 
nical matters. But the prosecu- 
tion maintained to the end that 
Head and Newey. who has 
since joined the McLaren- 
Mercedes team, should he giv- 
en one-year suspended sen- 
tences. There was never a 
suggestion any of the defen- 
dants would be sent to jail. 

The judge decided there 
was insufficient evidence to 
convict any of the defendants. 

None of the Williams offi- 
cials was present at the 
makeshift court yesterday, hut 
the team, who won both con- 
structors’ and drivers' champi- 
onships lasL season, issued a 


statement from their head- 
quarters near Oxford. 

Jt read: “Williams Grand 
Prix Engineering is pleased to 
confirm that Frank Williams. 
Patrick Head and Adrian 
Newey have been acquitted for 
all charges which were the sub- 
ject of the Imola trial. Our le- 
gal adviser* inform us that the 
prosecution has an automatic 
right of appeal. Clearly we 
would hope that this matter will 
not be pursued further. 

“We firmly believe that this 
was the only appropriate out- 
come of the trial and now look 
forward to the 1 seas* »n with 
confidence and enthusiasm.” 

Williams' lawyer. Peter 
Goodman, said at Imola that he 


expected the verdict. “I fell the 
evidence wenL very much m 
our favour and that a verdict oi 
not guilty was the correct ver- 
dict. The prosecution’s evidence 

was not consistent and 1 felt it 

could not have led to a guilty ver- 
dict." He added: “Frank will be 
very pleased it is all over. ■ 

The Judge has yet to give the 
reasoning behind his verdict and 
until he does so, the FIA'S pres- 
ident Max Mosley, a lawyer, is 

reluctant to comment, as a 
brief statement issued in Pans 
yesterday explained. The 
prospect of a lengthy appeal 
process gives the authorities fur- 
ther reason for caution. 

But clearly, they cleared a 
significant hurdle in the me- 


dieval town of Imola yesterday. 
Gufltv verdicts would have held 
a threat of prosecution over 
every other team and official m 

the event of fatal accidents at 
future Italian races. 

Mosley stressed at the out- 
set of the" trial that such a sce- 
nario would be deemed 
unacceptable and that hisoniy 
course of action would be to 
withdraw motorsports under 
FIA's jurisdiction from the 
country. 

The implications for a pas- 
sionate motor racing name, 
Ferrari, and traditionalists 
everywhere were almost un- 
thinkable. Imola and Monza are 
now confirmed as venues in the 
1998 FI World Championship 



and team members wfljjfc able 
to work and compete r withoai 
the pressures .thatfojp egfr- 
anated from the SenoB^istL • 
The verdict does iw^-of 
course, unravel tl£ erase of 
Senna’s fatal crash, but |£n that 
was not the speafficobjorave of 
the trial. Its purpose was to es- 
tablish the guilt or innocence of 
the six defendants. . ■ • 

The theories about thestoer- 
ing column, tyre pressuresand 
objects on the track ranain in 
cumulation and the chances are 
that a definitive explanation 
may never emerge. : • .• 
Mysteries abound. in mo- 
to report’s history and ;in this 
case, as in others, the hidden 
truth will endure the legend. ■ 
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Sheffield wiife 
vote as site 
new 



Sheffield was yesterday^-., 
chosen from a shortest 
of three as the venue 
the new national sports 
academy. Mike ftowbottom.^; £ 
reports. 


Ride a crack horse: Dawn breaks in Cumbria yesterday as One Man, favourite for Boxing Day’s big chase, is exercised by his trainer, Gordon Richards 


Racing, page 25; Photograph: Julian Herbert/Allsport 
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ACROSS 

I Find one in tarry mess? (6) 
4 Paying homage to Sabine 

disaster (S) 

10 Bar seven at table (9> 

II Number of Scouts taking 
inadequate time to return 

12 Kler analysis (4) 

13 Half of Monday in West 
End, jostling for gifts ( 10) 

15 Defining line of cricketer’s 


27 Young officer once carried 
in cavalcade, triumphantly 
(5) 

28 Meet with expert? That 
can be fatal! (9) 

29 Writer about to settle 
colour of eloper's boat (3- 
5) 

30 Show great respect for 
American patriot (6) 


first overseas crip (7) 

16 Manipulate displaced bone 
with force (6) 


19 Emaciated male agree to 
be re-shaped? (6) 

21 Making clear profit from 
reticulation (7) 

23 Authoritative mood in 
school (10) 

25 WDd bear here on Welsh 
coast? (4) 


DOWN 

1 Brits 000 with excitement 
in such stiff dancing (8) 

2 Judgement on the way? (4- 

3 Suffer with stomach (4) 

5 Party thrown before 

leatnne in the PM, once 


IS 


a 


6 Cow mad? Tie it in, franti- 
cally (10) 


7 Deck sailors after a partv 
(5) 

8 Keyboard operator, with 
endless strain, is on short 
time (6) 

9 Standard headline (6) 

14 Two ringers out of tune in 
Berlin, lor example (10) 

17 With arm through thick 
rope, that can be scaled (9) 
Cause pain to give age, 

E ’laps, that is about right 

el finds medical spe- 
cialist taking drink (7) 

21 Perfect apprentice, pre- 
sumably (6) 

22 Sound of drinkers using 
this Roman chalice (6) 

24 One’s borne at university, 
one in NE Italy (5) 

26 Fare from France (British 
Rail, that is) (4) 
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FOOTBALL 


Alan Hudson in ‘critical’ condition 


The son of the former England 
midfielder Alan Hudson last 
night told how his family prayed 
for his life as the ex-professional 
footballer underwent emer- 
gency surgery. 

The 46-year-old Hudson, 
who brought a special talent and 
style to Chelsea, Stoke City 
and Arsenal, was hit by a car 
while walking home in the East 
End of London on Monday 
night. 

Hudson, who made his 
name in the Chelsea team 
which beat Real Madrid to win 
the European Cup-Winners' 
Cup in 1971, had earlier at- 
tended the Sports Writers' As- 
sociation's annual awards at a 
hotel in Kensington. 


He was said to be in a “crit- 
ical’’ condition after undergo- 
ing a 14-hour operation at the 
Royal London Hospital for in- 
ternal and head injuries. 

His son, Alan Jnr, said that 
the family had been told to pre- 
pare for the worst, but now the 
signs were more hopeful 

“I had a phone-call at one 
this morning and have been at 
the hospital since," he said. 
“At five or six o’clock this morn- 
ing we were told it didn't look 
like he was going to pull 
through. 

“Me and my family sat in the 
chapel praying and he’s turned 
it around somehow. They have 
stabilised the bleeding and got 
rid of a blood clot in the brain." 


Al one stage Hudson was in 
loo bad a condition to be trans- 
ferred from the operating 
theatre, where a specialist was 
called in to stabilise his condition. 

His wife, Ann, who married 
her husband in Bermuda six 
months ago, said she did not 
know exactly how the accident 
happened. 

“According to the police, 
Alan had apparently stepped off 
the pavement and was hit by a 
car. I can’t believe it We were 
only just getting ready for Christ- 
mas together - and now this." 

Hudson’s former wife, Mau- 
reen, said she has been warned 
that her ex-husband, whose in- 
juries indude a shattered pelvis, 
has a 50-50 chance of survival. 


“It’s awftiL When I first rang 
the surgeon, he said it was 
touch and go, but now he says 
he has a 50-50 chance of pulling 
through. Alan's a fighter." she 
said. 

Glenn Hoddle, the England 
coach, said: “I am deeply 
shocked by the news and can 
hardly believe what has hap- 
pened. Alan was one of the out- 
standing players of his 
generation." 

Graham Kelly, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Football Associ- 
ation. added: “This is terrible 
news and everybody at the FA 
is stunned. We can only hope 
and pray that Alan pulls 
through." 

Owls sign Sedloski, page 27 


The city of Sheffield wilL host _ 
the key elements of a new net- 
work of top-class sporting fair 
cilities aimed at producing , 
world-bearers of the future. . . 

The £60m United Kingdom 
Sports Institute will form a new. 
base for eight key sports - alh- • 
Letics, swimming, netball, road - 
cycling, squash, volleyball, judo-, 
and triathlon. 

Sheffield beat off competi- 
tion from two other consor- *■ 
tiums competing for the. 
honour, based around Not- 
tingham and Upper Heyford in. *' 
Oxfordshire, in the final round 
of a bidding process that began 
a year ago with 25 prospective 
hosts. 

Up to £16Gm of National 
Lottery money will be made 
available by the Home Country 
Sports Councils to finance a new 
network of facilities which will 
make up the institute. 

Up to £60m of that will go 
towards a site that hosted the 
World Student Games in 1991 
and already contains major fa- 
cilities such as the Don Valley 
stadium, the Sheffield Ice Are- 
na and the Ponds Forge in- 
ternational pool. 

“This is an historic moment 
for sport,” Chris Smith, the 
Culture, Media and Sports Sec- 
retary said. 

“It fires the starting gun for 
the next stage in a process 
which I believe will provide 
our very besr sporting talent .. 
with the facilities and back-up 
to help them challenge and 
beat the rest of the world. 

“It wilJ provide the very best 
in sports science, medicine, nu- 
trition and coaching expertise 
and will stimulate an exchange 
of training techniques across a 
range of disciplines.” 

Sheffield’s mission, page 26 
EJIand Road expansion, 
page 20 
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Warne caught out by wide delivery from reporter 
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Shane Warne stalked angrily out of 
a press conference in Melbourne yes- 
terday after being asked a question 
about his weight 

Warne was attending the unveil- 
ing of a waxwork double for 
Madame Tussaud’s at a cafa he part 
owns in Australia, when he was 
asked by a television reporter if he 
preferred the shape of his wax im- 
age, which looked considerably lean- 
er than the leg spinner. 

After a few moments' silence, 
during which Warne visibly red- 
dened. he said: “That's why I don’t 
answer any questions from you 
blokes. That’s it you’ve ruined it. 
Thanks very much. 


Then, to the astonishment of 
the gathering, Warne stepped down 
from the podium after spending 
only a minute before the cameras 
and stormed from the room. 

Warne's weight was a favourite 
target for chanting sections of Eng- 
lish supporters during Australia’s 
Ashes tour earlier this year and re- 
cently there has been comment 
about a noticeable expansion of his 
waistline and face. Some have spec- 
ulated that he is as much as a stone 
overweight. 

Even the touring South African 
cricketers have noticed, targeting him 
for on-field sledging and Geoff 


weekend he was concerned about 
Wime’s weight and had asked the 
bowler to monitor his diet. 

Even so. Warne was in good 
spirits when he arrived for the Junc- 
tion and applied his trademark zinc 
cream to the lips and nose of the wax 
dummy. He then invited the media 
to “feel free to ask any questions”. 
When one reporter took him al his 
word, Warne took offence and left. 

He will need to develop a thick- 
er skin, like Australia's Test captain 
Mark Taylor, who had to learn to be 
more resilient about his weight 
having been given the nickname 
“Tbbby" eariv in his care«r 
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